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Annual Report of Executive Secretary 
To the Board 


And set my foot upon a rock and es- 
tablished my goings.—Psalm 40:2. 


With a sense of dependance on God and 
gratefulness for His guidance we come glad- 
ly to report of the work in Congo for an- 
other year, the forty-fifth in the history 
of our work. A new era was marked by the 
adoption of a new constitution and guiding 
principles which is the third revision since 
the work began. 


Our Beard of Directors—Although the 
has been more turn over in our board than 
in former years there is yet a good balance 
in our board representation. We do thank 
God for each one of you and your faith- 
fulness in participating in the work of ad- 
ministration and in promotion of the work 
as we plan it from meeting to meeting, and 
more than that of your understanding of 
strategy and long range of planning. A 
study of the records reveals that of the 
present board membership, 

one—has served more than 25 years 
two—have served more than 20 years 
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one—has served more than 15 years 

two—have served more than 10 years 

four have served more than 5 years 

eight have served less than 5 years 
Seven of you are pastors, four are business- 
men, two are conference administrators and 
five are College or Seminary administrators 
or teachers thus forming a truly representa- 
tive body of our Constituency and our mis- . 
sionary staff. I want to thank you personal- 
ly and on behalf of everyone for your devo- 
tion to the cause and personal sacrifice of 
time and expense and energy. 

Our Missionaries—Eight new missionaries 
joined our ranks in 1956. They are, Hulda 
Banman, Sarah Dyck, Elmer and Gloria 
Regier, James and Jean Diller and Max 
and Ruth Grutter. Brother Grutter passed 
te his eternal reward of a heart attack and 
sister Grutter returned to Switzerland with 
her three children. I-W missionary Wilbert 
Neuenschwander also entered the service 
bringing the total active staff at the close 
of the year to 88, eleven of whom are on 
furlough. 


Of the present active missionary staff 
33 represent the General Conference of 
Mennonites 
8 represent the Central Conference of 
Mennonites 


16 represent the Evyanvelical Mennonite , 


Church 
21 represent the Evangelical Mennonite 
Brethren 
2 represent the Evangelical Mennonite 
Church of Canada 
2 represent the Mennonite Brethren in 
Christ of Pennsylvania 
2 represent the (Old) Mennonite Church 
1 Landli deaconess society of Switzer- 
land 
1 Independent 
In point of service, four have served over 
30 years, six over 25 years, four over 20 
years, three over 15 years, eleven over 10 
years, twenty-seven over 5 years and thirty- 
three less than five years. 


Accepted Candidates — Eleven accepted 


Candidates are presently preparing for. serv-. 


ice in our’ field for six of whom definite 
plans are underway to leave the home- 
land’ this year. Besides these Merle Kauff- 
man I-W missionary is processed and will 
leave for Mutena in February. Three more 
I-W candidates are wert further examined 
and counseled with: 


Babies” Born during the year are, Gor- 
don to Rev. and, Mrs. Allan Wiebe, James 
Edwin to Rev. “and Mrs. “James E. Bertsche, 
Ruth to Rev. and Mrs. Levi Keidel, Marvin 


to Rev. and Mrs. Peter Falk, Jeannette to- 


Rev. and Mrs, Harold Graber, and David to 
Rey. and Mrs. Elmer Regier. 


Death invaded our missionary ranks twice 
suddenly taking, Larry Kaufman by drown- 
ing and Rev... Max Grutter by Coronary 
thrombosis. Puy 

The two Me ne eaR .from. .. thet pe 
Swiss society served at Banga station until 
October when..they left for their new field 
in Urandi-Urundi. Their service was very 
acceptable and both sisters Clara Gut and 
Christine: Schipper expressed their joy and 
satisfaction in being associated with C.1.M. 
and their regrets in leaving. The Landli 
organization has asked for sister Mangold 
to return to Switzerland this February but 
have again consented for her to complete 
her term there which yet has two years left. 


4 


We observe that with the accepted candi- 
dates our staff of active missionaries num- 
bers over one hundred which is the goal 
we had set in 1952. Only five of these will 
reach retirement age during their present 
terms, so we can thank God for a staff of 
consecrated and reasonably well qualified 
missionaries and trust Him to work out His 
plans and purposes for His church in Congo, 
through their lives and service. Thinking 
in terms of their partnership, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, with an ever 
growing corps of Congolese missionaries com- 
ing from the institutions we have helped es- 
tablish, there: is much reason for hope for 
the church and Christian community. 


There remains much to be done—It is be- 
cause of the successful efforts of the mis- 
sionaries of past years that the church in 
Congo is alive and growing today, assuming 
responsibility and asking questions about 
leadership in the future. 
ency to discount the effectiveness of the 
missionary of past generation, assuming 
that it is only in recent years that the vital 
principles affecting missionary work has 
been realized. We must give due credit to 


_ past accomplishments but we dare not for- 
-get the temporary nature of the mission 


tutelage. The mission cannot play the part 
of the parent permanently and keep the 
Congo church in a state of perpetual child- 
hood. 


But we must not be too eager to transfer 
our responsibilities to the National Church. 
Rather we must recognize that we are 
workers together with God. We must with 
our missionaries have a vision for the es- 
tablishment of the church on a strong basis 
but not necessarily on a preconceived pat- 
tern that is predominantly Western. We 
need to help provide specific ministries such 
as, Bible institute work, pastoral training, 
lay professional training, literature produc- 
tion and distribution, educational work, 
radio outreach, better transportation ©‘ and 
means to help our Congolese brethren to a 
better standard of living and economic life. 


Above all else we must have faith in the 
leading of the Spirit of God, to direct both 
missionary and Congolese leaders to whom 
has been given responsibility. God is still 
watching over His church. God is still look- 
ing for obedient instruments to work out 
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Homeward Bound 


April is the traveling month for Loyd and 
Marie Brown, Rudolph and Elvina Martens 
and two children Elizabeth and John and 


Fremont Regier, all of whom have com- * 


pleted their first terms of service. The 
Browns will be headquartering at Bluffton, 
Ohio, and the Martens in Chicago. Fremont 
Regier will be farming with his father at 
Whitewater, Kansas this summer entering 
Bethel College, Newton, the fall quarter. 
Welcome home pilgrims! 


a A 





Congo Bound 


- April 26th is the scheduled sailing date for 
Miss Lois Slagle, R.N., starting her third 
term of service and for Miss Mary Hiebert, 
R.N., going out for her first term. Both 
leave widowed mothers, Miss Slagle’s moth- 
er living at Pioneer, Ohio and Miss Hiebert’s 
at Steinbach, Manitoba. They have the priv- 
ilege of sailing on the maiden voyage of the 
Belgian freighter M. V. Lufira. Send their 
farewell letters 

c/o M. V. Lufira 

Belgian Lines 

Pier 14—Foot of Fulton St. 

Nevis VOTK 4 Namek? 


Victor Buck to Retire this Summer 


Rev. Victor Buck serving as agricultural 
missionary at Kamayala station the past 
quarter century has decided to retire from 
active missionary duty this summer. Broth- 
er Buck had hoped to remain on the field 
until Arnold Regier and Melvin Claassen 
arrived to take up his work but due to fail- 
ing health he is forced to leave the tropics 
sooner. He served terms in China and in 
French Equatorial Africa before going to 
Congo. A graduate of Cornell University 
and a practical farmer as well Mr. Buck 
has given himself unreservedly to God and 
mankind. We are sure all Messenger read-~ 
ers pray God’s continued blessings on the 
life and ministry of Victor Buck. 





His purpose. He is finding them, not only 
among missionaries and board members and 
administrators but also among His redeemed 
ones in Congo and in every land. Pray ye 
therefore. 
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Missionaries on Furlough 
Loyd and Marie Brown, Bluffton, Ohio 
Peter and Gladys Buller, James and Jean- 
nette 
Mountain Lake, Minnesota 
(Peter will complete his studies in Brus- 
sels in April, and return to the States 
to accompany Gladys and the children 
to Congo in June, 1957) 
Ben and Helen Eidse, Faith, Hope and 
Charity, Steinbach, Manitoba, ‘Can. 
Miss Lena Friesen, R. N. : 
Jansen, Nebraska 
Miss Sara Friesen, R.N. 
Jansen, Nebraska 
Waldo and Abbie Harder, Carolyn, David, 
Priscilla, Paul and Timothy 
506 East 6th Street, Newton, Kansas 
Art and Martini Janz, Larry, Mark and 
Joanne, Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada 
Miss Irena Liechty, Berne, Indiana 
Rudolph and Elvina Martens, Elizabeth 
and John 
4215 South Rockwell Street 
Chicago, Illinois 
George and Justina Neufeld, Loren Ray 
Inman, Kansas 
Fremont, Regier, Whitewater, Kansas 


Accepted Candidates 

Charles and Geraldine Sprunger, students 
at Mennonite Biblical Seminary, and study- 
ing in French, Chicago, Illinois. 

Richard. and Gladys Steiner, students at 
Biblical Seminary, New York, New York. 

Arnold and Elaine Regier, students. at 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary and studying 
French in Chicago, Illinois. 

Miss Sue Schmidt, Abbotsford, British Co- 
lumbia, Canada. 

Miss Margaret Friesen, R.N., student at 
Grace Bible Institute, Omaha, Nebraska. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Claassen, students at 
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. 


Births 

Jeannette Marie, born November 22, 1956, 
to Harold and Gladys Graber, Charlesville 
station. Two brothers, Stanley and Bradley, 
and two sisters, Carolyn and Emily. 

John Cornelius, born January 11, 1957, to 
Rudolph and Elvina Martens, Charlesville 
Station. One sister, Elizabeth. 





Personal... 


MESSAGES 


[ Revival at Mutena Station 





Dear Friends: 

We had eight days of evangelistic meet- 
ings with Kasonga Paul, head school teach- 
; er from Lubondai, as the evangelist. The 

Spirit worked in our midst and we have 
seen astounding results. At Mutena, 247 
came forward to make confessions, 174 ac- 
cepted Christ, and 29 dedicated themselves 
for service. One day we took him to 
Tshiyamba and there were 58 who accepted, 
28 who returned to the Lord, and 6 who 
dedicated themselves for service. One day 
we took him to Kalamba Kabuadi and there 
we almost had a stampede, 145 accepted 
Christ and 23 returned to make confessions. 
Now, of course, these are Congo figures but 
nevertheless there was a _ power felt 
throughout the meetings which was none 
other than the Holy Spirit and we trust 
that most of these were genuine in their 
desires as they came forward. I wish we 
could have made an itinerary among all of 
our out-villages. Next Sunday we will be 
having communion, baptism and child con- 
secration here at Mutena. Kadima Isaak 
has been testing the baptismal candidates 
this time and has not as yet given me a 
report as to how many he has found that 
were really ready. _ 

As a whole our work has been going 
along very well, but we have had to in- 
digenize at a rate which might alarm some 
people in order that we could keep things 

; moving. 

Wilbert and Kadima Isaak went out this 
afternoon to buy tshiombe near the Angola 
border. The food situation has eased some- 

what but it is still plenty tight. The past 

"two weekends were very heavy on our 

teeee church calendar but it was thought advis- 

| able that I remain on the station so Wilbert 

and Kadima took over. Wilbert has been 

on the go quite a bit acting mainly as 

chauffeur for Kadima, buying tshiombe, 

moving teachers or settling some palavares 
in the territory. Sincerely in Him, 
Elmer Dick. 








rom the 


American Visitors at Mukedi 
Mukedi via Kikwit 


Dear friends and co-workers at home, 

Another month has passed very quickly 
and I will try to give you a few of the 
highlights of the month as it affected us 
here at Mukedi. The new year found the 
Evangelistic department starting on a new 
round of regional meetings. Rev. Earl Roth 
who is our itinerating missionary was out 
in the regions every week-end in January. 
Since our transportation problems and ex- 
penses are becoming more and more im- 
portant he has been combining school visita- 
tion with these regional meetings so that 
he is in a particular region for more than 
just for Sunday services. The outstation 
and regional school teachers need checking 
up and encouragement and help in various 
ways so that Earl always finds plenty to 
keep him occupied. January 6, found him 
in the Loange river region at Kipita; Jan. 
13, found him in the Mbata region—this is 
half way to Kandala. And incidentally he 
made both of these trips in the old 1929 
model A Ford. January 20, found him in 
the Kahemba region about 35 miles to the 
north of us. Then on January 24, both 
Earl and Larry Rempel with our Assistant 
Pastor, Falanga Eliya, went out for’ the 
three days culminating in regional meet- 
ings in two places. Earl] went far north to 
Yobo and Pukulu while Larry and Falanga 
went to Matshi where baptismal classes 
were held with baptism on Sunday. 


School classes commenced again on the 
station after the Christmas holidays. Gen- 
“ erally speaking the students now are find- 
ing food a little more plentiful and easier 
to get than it had been for several months. 


Industrially speaking Larry has _ been 
busy with materials for Nyanga and other 
stations to the south as well as directing 
the work on school classroom repair here 
on. the station. These temporary’ grass 
roofed classrooms take almost constant re- 
pair to keep them in good shape and we 


will be happy when we can have permanent 
class rooms. Also some finishing work 
proceeds slowly on the medical hospitality 
house and the church—particularly the of- 
fice where record cabinets are being made. 

The Schwartz family spent the first two 
weeks of January at Lake Madimape. Dur- 
ing that time we had the constant concern 
that we might be called home at any time 
by the serious illness of Mrs. Helen Eidse. 
However, the Kamayala staff and the doc- 
tor at Kahemba did not ask me to come to 
Kamayala until the 19th of the month at 
which time it appeared that the most seri- 
ous crisis had already passed although there 
is the constant threat of relapse. We are 
thankful that she has been able to return 
to Kamayala and that prayer seems to have 
been answered so fully on her behalf. When 
we returned from the lake we also stopped 
in at Nyanga to see Fremont Regier and 
are pleased to report that he is making 
about as fast a recovery as we can hope 
for. 

Medical work has been at a minimum 
here at Mukedi while I was gone most of 
the month. Miss Friesen sent one emergency 
surgical case to Gungu during my absence. 

During January we had visitors on the 
station in the persons of Dr. J. E. Hartzler 
and Dr. Miller. Also during the month our 
missionary children returned to Kajiji and 
that is always a time of much excitement 
here when all the children from the Kasai 
stay here over night in preparation for the 
big days ride to Kajiji from here. We are 
always glad to hear that they arrived safely 
and that they are always ready and anxious 
to go back. 

And now again I want to request your 
continued prayers on behalf of our efforts 
of making Christ known in this land. We 
trust that with these few lines you ean 
more intelligently direct your prayers that 
the Lord will help us in the area where it 
is needed most urgently. 

Sincerely in Him, 
Merle H. Schwartz. 


Refresher Course in Belgium 
29 Rue du Chatelain 


Brussels, Belgium, ~ 


January 22, -1957 
Dear Friends, 

I arrived safely in Brussels on Friday the 
19th at 7:00 p. m. Had a fine voyage. No 
really rough weather—unusual for January. 

I am now in the process of getting my 
program lined up. I expect to spend the 
mornings in school visitation. Afternoons 
and evenings I’ll spend in the study of 
French and European Pedagogy. 

The missionaries here seem to be in pret- 
ty good spirits. considering the pressures they 
are under. I was at Dr. Dillers for dinner 
on Sunday and Miss Banman was at the 
pension for supper on Sunday so we had a 
fine visit in the evening. 

How different to come to Brussels a 
second time. Now I know the language, 
the town, a bit of the people, the expected 
inconveniences (i.e. when the hot water 
faucet gives for the cold water, I simply 
give myself a knowing groan and dive in) 
so that those first arrival frustrations are 
missing.- I know also why I’m here and 
what my special needs and weaknesses are 
in relation to my work on the field. Thus, 
I look forward to these three months of 
study and preparation for our return to 
Congo. 

Thank you once again for all you did for 
me and are doing to make my stay in 
Belgium possible. 

Gladys writes that she and the children 
are well. James asked her the other day 
if I would come and stay at our house when 
I come back from Brussells. I guess he’s 
got my number since I’ve been pretty much 
gone since middle of October. 

Yours in Him, 
Peter Buller. 


Building Project at Mbau 
Charlesville 
January 25, 1957 
Dear Friends, 

Reporting from Operation Mbau—50 miles 
from Charlesville on road to Tshikapa. 
Work again resumed here with average of 
25 workmen on 4 classrooms and church 
building—probably another 4 weeks to finish 
the job. Classrooms are financed by gov- 
ernment grant of $3,600.00. 


Classrooms at Charlesville Station have 
been redecorated with white wash and ce- 
ment paint. New roof on one unit where 
shingles are rotting through. Office built 
on one corner of Loewen’s veranda. 

School in session since January 5th. Dea- 
con Ntaubua Paul has assumed the duties 
of being full fledged director of Ecole Evan- 
gelique. Harold Graber is advisor to the 
director. 

Christmas offerings somewhat increased 
this year. Especially from the new 
Kahemba church area pastored by Kazadi 
Mathew. Their offering was larger than 
that of the station church where missionar- 
ies contributed a great share. 

Medical work progresses with operations 
scheduled 2 or 3 days a week. All available 
places filled by patients. 

Outstation evangelists were in for a week 
of studies and inspirational messages. 

Yours truly, 
G. Rocke. 


E.A.P. Girl Student Dies 
Nyanga via Tshikapa 
February 12, 1957 





Dear co-workers, 

The Keidel family spent the week-end 
with us. We enjoyed their visit very much. 
Most of us had not seen them since they 
were back. Mrs. Keidel and Ruthie had 
their Birthday on Saturday so we had a 
little surprise party for them. 

Mr. Liechty came a week ago Monday and 
set up the pupil’s desks for the Bible School. 
We were delighted to get these for our 
class room. We had been using church 
benches which were rather inconvenient, 
especially when writing examinations. The 
students have taken turns in helping me 
with the sand papering. They were quite 
rough and needed quite a bit of sand paper- 
ing. We have done the worst part now 
and will soon enjoy them more. Since we 
could not put the whole class to work at 
once I’ve been supervising this work and 
will do the varnishing too, so as to save 
on the varnish. Of course they will not be 
as smooth and shiny as seats in our schools 
at home, but it will be sufficient to make 
it a bit easier to clean them. 

We have had some wonderful answers to 
prayer this first part of the New Year. 
On the other hand we have gone through 
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some deep waters too, but not alone. The 
Lord had stood by us. Before the first 
month was finished we had to bury one of 
the E.A.P. students, that is one of the three 
girls we had sent to Mutena in the fall. She 
was doing very well in her work. Came 
home for Christmas vacation. Malignant 
malaria took her down so very much that 
she could not be sent back with the other 
two girls, but we still hoped she would be 
ready by the time the Dick girls would go 
to Kajiji. Instead, she died the day after 
the girls had passed through here on their 
way to Kajiji. Just last summer after Bi- 
ble School closed where she was enrolled 
I gave her lesson materials and asked her 
mother to assist her in conducting two 
D.V.B.S. in the Acongo area where her 
father is a teacher. She reported two very 
good schools. Her brief life has been a 
blessing to many, also to us missionaries. 
I would not want her back, a girl’s future 
does not look too bright in Congo-land. 
After having suffered so severely she was 
ready and happy to go. The last 28 hours 
one or two of us missionaries were always 
at her bed-side. That was the final end 
of a solid month of suffering. 

Preparations are on the way for the first 
district conferences of the native church. 
There is much interest manifested. We hope 
it will help them to share a greater load 
of the work of the church. God be with 
you all 

Anna Quiring. 


Lightning Strikes at Kandala 
Kandala 
Jan.8, 1957 





Dear Friends: 

We had had much rain recently and na- 
ture about us was lustrously green. Like 
usual, as the drum sounded to call people 
to church, the girls from the girl’s com- 
pound, dressed in their best clothes, walked. 
to church. Little did they or we realize 


* that for one of the group it would be the 


last opportunity to feed on the Bread of 
life on this earth. 

Shortly after dinner, clouds gathered in 
the sky and soon there was a heavy thun- 
der storm. My husband had not returned 
from a meeting in a village. The lightening 
crashed often. Then as I glanced out of 
the window I saw a group of girls running 
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to our door. I opened the door and they 
entered, soaked and dripping from the rain. 
Anxiety was written on their faces as they 
spoke at once. The lightning had struck 
the house in which the Batschok girls were 
and set it on fire. They did not know 
what happened to the girls. Immediately 
I sent some of the girls to call some other 
missionaries. Those of us who remained, 
bowed for prayer that the Lord ‘would 
undertake. I left my children with one of 
the girls and we ran to the girl’s camp. 
As we approached, I saw the large flames 
rising above the house. It was a temporary 
house with a grass roof so the fire spread 
rapidly. I ran to the room where I knew 
the girls usually stayed. I saw only large 
flames lapping up the beds and other things 
in the house. I knew if anybody was in 
the building, there was no chance for sur- 
vival. Other missionaries too had come. As 
Brother Sprunger peered a second time 
through the smoke and flames, I saw by 
the expression on his face that somebody 
was in the house. 


Then some Batschok girls appeared on 
the scene. They told me that Kujekuenyi 
was in the burning house. And their story: 
Eleven girls had been in the room when 
the lightening struck. They all fell down, 
stunned by the jolt. When they looked up 
they saw the roof above them was in flames, 
sc they stumbled out of the house for safe- 
ty. They ran to another house and counted 
to see if they were all safe. One girl was 
missing. The fire was already beyond con- 
trol and there was no way of getting into 
the house. Sadly we watched the flames 
and tried to keep fire away from the other 
grass buildings. When the flames calmed 
down, we saw the charred body of the girl. 
We believe that she must have been instant- 
ly killed by the lightning. She had been 
washing beans in a metal pot and the girls 
say the lightening struck where she was. 


When I knew that Kujekuenyi had been 
called from this earth, I thought of con- 
tacts I had with her. She had professed 
Jesus as her Saviour. We attempt to train 
the girls to give an offering to help in the 
Lord’s work. Since most of them do not 
have money, we give them an opportunity 
to earn something for the _ offering. - 
Kujekuenyi had been slack in giving for 
some months, but this past month she made 
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a special-effort to earn money for her offer- 
ing and.also to make up for some of the 
months that she had been slack. Then she 
asked for work to earn money to buy. a 


song book. Just Saturday she gathered sev- _ 


eral bundles of fire-wood and came to sell 
them to me: She had earned about half 
enough money for her book. We trust that 
now she is in glory with the Lord, where 
she will be: able to sing praises to Him. 
Twenty. other girls lost all their earthly 
possessions in the flames, but how we praise 
the Lord that He spared their lives. May 
the sudden calling away of one of the group 
make many others aware of the need to 
accept the Saviour and live closely to Him 
day by day. 
Yours for the lost, 
Mrs. Annie Falk. 


Educational Opportunities Continue 


Charlesville 
December 3, 1956 
Dear Friends, 

The Gospel has touched the Congo, 
throughout this great land you hear the 
hymns of the Church, Bible verses and mis- 
sionaries’ cliches. A new generation has 
grown up in the warmth of the Church. 
Advancement during the last thirty years 
meant going to the mission schools. But if 
Christian missions have touched Congo life 
they have not penetrated. 

In true animistic and totemic pattern, a 
few sticks or a chicken bone can becken or 
ward off the evil spirits. Even among Chris- 
tians the haunting forefathers die hard. Cul- 
ture change here follows the similar pat- 
tern seen in older mission fields of the far 
East. Our Western ways of making money 
are readily adopted. Also, but to a lesser 
extent, some of our expressions of Western 
culture as in music and art are adapted. 
The strongest barrier is in the sanctuary cf 
the soul. To commit without reserve all of 
life material exchanges are easy, intellectual 
interchange is possible, spiritual regener- 
ation is beyond us. And this. is encourag- 
ing. It is in God’s hands. 

Education: The trend is toward laique, 
or public schools. The Congolese prefer 
these schools because they offer more and. 
better French and because students of all 
religious backgrounds are welcome. So far 
only a few ‘laique schools exist, and these 
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in the large centres. Soon many more wil! 
be established in the more populated rural 
areas. The same development is followed 
here as in America in the latter part of the 
19th century when the build of primary 
education passed from the Church schools 
to the public schools. 


In a recent meeting of the Fonds du 
Bien-Etre Indigene (F.B.I.) at Luebo we 
sat in on a meeting of chiefs and mission- 
aries. The F.B.I. is now launching a pro- 
gram of building schools in rural areas. 
F.B.I. will build complete primary units, 
including equipment and teachers housing. 
The eventual expressed goal of these schools 
is laique. But because the government 
lacks sufficient qualified personnel to staff 
these schools they will be offered to mis- 
sions on five year contract basis. The 
F.B.I. surveys the parents and the chiefs 
to determine the mission preference of the 
district. We now have a contract to staff 
one of these new schools beginning Sept. 
1958. 

Seeing this trend toward laique (public) 
primary schools, our challenge seems to lie 
in the training of teachers of Christian char- 
acter who will qualify, especially in French, 
to teach in the laique schools of the future. 

Personal: I am responsible for the print- 
ery where we are currently publishing some 
1,600 year books for 1957. Also teaching 
French and geography in E.A.P. and French 
in the Bible School. Have a few fingers in 
second degree (9 classes of grades 3-5). 
Occasionally study Tshiluba. Elfrieda, be- 
ing more conscientious than I, wore her 
nerves thin trying to keep up with language 
study and setting up housekeeping and 
bucking malaria and diarrhea. But she is 
over the hump now and feeling much bet- 
ter. The kiddies have had few problems 
since there are lots of other children to 
play with. 

One of our first adjustments is the real- 
ization that good work is out. There is so 
much to do that you can’t do any one thing 
well. When something is half done you 
call it good and go on. Which all reminded 
me of Sam. Johnson’s quip about women’s 
preaching and dogs walking on their hind 
legs—it isn’t done well, but you are sur- 
prised to see it done at all. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Melvin and Elfrieda Loewen. 
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Growing Medical Work at Charlesville 


Charlesville, 
Dear Friends, 

“The people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light: they that dwell in the 
land of the shadow of death, upon them 
hath the light shined.”—Isa. 9:2. 

As Christmas day passed the weather was 
cloudy with showers but we still had a good 
crowd in morning and evening services. There 
are many things to make us joyful at this 
Christmas season, especially the privilege to 
once more adore and worship the Christ 
that came into the world to give us life 
and hope. But about us we see also many 
things which become burdens as well, the 
lack of understanding of the true significance 
of Christmas on the part of many, the con- 
fusion of true Christian issues with material 
ones, and the indifference on the part of 
many, but of course we realize that the 
same conditions prevail at home and here 
we find it difficult to get back and take a 
better look, we are too much engulfed in 
the work to give it adequate appraisal. Still 
we thank God for those who do understand 
and who are faithful. 

The past three months have been spent in 
further language study. I find myself 
understanding more and more Tshiluba. 
There are many Batshiokes who come for 
treatment and these I get along well with. 
The people working on the river under- 
stand the Kikongo as well as Lingala. The 
former I speak well and the latter I under- 
stand. All this boils down to one fact and 
that is that it is necessary to understand. 
the people one comes in contact with to 
be able to really reach them. I am hoping 
to start getting an understanding of Bash-. 
elele after I complete Tshiluba. I was able 
to copy all of Levi Keidel’s notes and vo- 
cabulary and it looks like an interesting 
language. We have so many Bashelele peo- 
ple who come for treatment. 

I counted 41 major operations since com- 
ing to Charlesville until December Ist. It 
surprised me as I didn’t really realize that 
that much work had been done. I already 
have quite a list of work that needs to be 
done in January. We need more beds, more 
beds, more beds. If there is any way to 
get hospital beds cheap at home we could 
certainly use 50 of them. In the meantime 
I have ordered 10 small folding steel beds 
at about $9.00 a piece. I received a letter 
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that friends at home will supply the money 
for these beds. Glen Rocke is putting the 
finishing touches on another four room ward 
which will allow us to increase the number 
of patients that we can handle. That will 
make twelve rooms (4 for surgery, 4 for 
medical, 2 for TBC and 2 for’ general 
patients.) If we can qualify as a 50 bed 
hospital we can receive subsidy for another 
congolese nurse (they allow 1 subsidy for 
each 25 beds.) 

The training school has 9 students in 
second year and 4 in the first year. I have 
been teaching 2 hours a week, Jeanne 2 
hours and Elvina 2 hours. Next term I 
hope to get a-room from the EAP that is 
not being used and have it for an in- 
struction room. Jeanne will continue with 
2 or 3 hours a week, -I will increase to 
about 4 or 5 hours and Aggie will take 
1 or 2 hours. We hope to build up a solid 
curriculum and find spiritual young men 
who want to work seriously in the field of 
medicine. We have one girl prospect—just 
wish we had many more. 

The instruments I was able to bring along 
have helped a great deal to permit us to 
expand our surgical load,’ and Jeanne’s 
experience in surgery is a great help. When 
she can be there I have a real big load off 
my chest because while I usually use a 
Congolese assistant, she is such a help to 
keep things rolling smoothly. We have 
some problems in home management when 
she is away, but our help hes been fairly 
good in keeping an eye on Becky. 

I visited Banga three times and Mutena 
twice as well as Tshikapa during the past 
3 months. It seems to help boost the 
morale of both missionary as well as Con- 
golese nurses. We need to consolidate poli- 
cies, prices, and practices at our different 
mission hospitals and these visits help. 

On December 10th Dr. Schwartz and Dr. 
Elvina repaired a hernia that had recurred 
for me. So I had the privilege of finding 
out what it feels like to le on my own 
operating table. 

We are happy in the work in Charlesville 
and although there are problems and some- 
times heartaches, He still gives grace and 
we are able to find Him leading us on. 
Pray with us as we continue to study 
language and as the load of responsibility 
grows heavier. Sincerely in Christ, 

Dr John Zook. 
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Blessings at Basongo 
Banga via Charlesville 
Dear Friends: 

“Thou wilt shew me the path of life, in 
Thy presence is fulness of joy, at Thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore.” Ps. 
16:2. . 

This we found very true during our stay 
at Basongoe where for a week we had Bible 
study with our Christians and school chil- 
dren. Twice a day we gathered to study the 
books of Galatians and Ephesians. It was 
corn harvesting season which means a very 
busy time for the natives. We arranged for 
classes at five o’clock in the mornings and 
in the evenings after they came back from 
their fields. To our joy the church build- 
ing was almost filled each time. Much inter- 
est was shown in God’s Word. The Word has 
and will continue to bear fruit in their 
hearts and lives. The first day five came to 
confess quarreling, seeking fortune tellers 
and sorcery ‘instead of God and again made 
right with God. The teaching of Galatians so 
gripped an old outstation teacher, who had 
been angry, that he came and repented after 
eight years of stubborn refusal. These are 
some instances of God’s working that came 
to our attention. The whole working of His 
Word only He knows. 

The following Sunday noon as we were fix- 
ing a quick lunch we could hear the people 
rejoicing as they were coming along the road 
to the church, “‘There is happiness today”, I 
said to Buporo our house boy. “Much happi- 


ness”, was his reply. Earlier that morning © 


we had all gone down to the Kasai river for 
a baptismal service where fifty-seven fol- 
lowed the Lord in baptism. Now all were re- 
turning to the church for a service. 

After having a bite to eat we went over to 
the church which was overflowing with 
people by this time. How heaven must have 
rejoiced as the voices raised in praise as they 
sang, “Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow”. Natives love to sing and after the 
congregational songs there were many 
special numbers of duets, solos, and group 
songs. When the native pastor asked if there 
were parents who wanted to dedicate their 
children to the Lord twelve babies were 
brought forward. May these precious ones 
grow up to be vessels that the Lord can use 
for his glory. Sam gave the message on the 
Christian armour based on Ephesians 6:10-20. 
May we all as the Lord’s soldiers fight the 
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spiritual battle fully clad. We then joined in 
communion around the Lord’s table. 
The children were not forgotten during 


~ this time at Basongo. In the afternoons the 


lessons on the wordless book were taught to 
them. We averaged about fifty children in 
our classes. They were very interested in 
these lessons and we had the joy of leading 
some of them to the One Who has shed His 
blood for their sins. Will you pray for these 
that as they grow up and are faced with so 
many temptations they will remain true to 
their Redeemer. 

How the children enjoyed presenting the 
wordless book to the people at the Sunday 
service. While one opened the book to the 
various pages others recited the scripture | 
verses that go with the lessons represented 
by each page. Then while he again repaged 
the book all. the children sang the wordless 
book chorus. 

The Lord answered prayer and richly 
blessed the time spent at Basongo, May the 
Lord lay upon your heart the burden to 
pray for the pastor and Christian group there 
that their witness for Christ may be strong 
to the salvation of souls reaching out far be- 
yond Basongo territory. 

Sam and Honora Ediger, 
Dorothy, Beverly and David. 





LARRY KAUFMAN MEMORIAL 
GIVEN 


Mr..and Mrs. Alvin Kaufman of Windom, 
Kansas,- parents of Pax missionary Larry 
Kaufman, drowned in Kasai River in the 
Congo Mission field last June, have turned 
over to the Congo Inland Mission as a 
memorial to their son, gifts and personal 
funds totaling $2330.00. The gifts have been 
allocated for three purposes. 

1. Classroom for the Bible School at Mu- 
tena where Larry served 14 months. 

2. A three year scholarship for a Congolee 
ministerial student from Mutena in the 
Bible Institute at Tshikapa. 

3. Aid to a missionary candidate preparing 
to give his life in service as a missionary. 

Thus by losing his life Larry Kaufman 
publicized his witness and that of his fellow 
Pax men on behalf of peace and reconcilia- 
tion with God and through the consecration 
of his parents makes it possible for at least 
two others, an African and an American to 
take up the miuntle of service he ha: ¢cx- 
changed for a crown of eternal life. 
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ln Memoriam 


ANOTHER PIONEER MISSIONARY 


HAS COMPLETED HIS MISSION .. 
By Rev. Ben Esch 


Rev. Emil A. Sommer, son of Joseph and 
Anna Schertz Sommer, was called to his re- 
ward while teaching a Sunday School class, 
Sunday, January 20, 1957. He was born near 
Flanagan, Illinois, on April 2, 1884, and his 
family moved to Goodland, Indiana, where 
he spent his youth. He was influenced great- 
ly by the evangelistic and missionary awak- 
ening within our Central churches in the 
early decades of this century; also by the 
example of an older brother, Rev. Jacob 
Sommer, who began mission work in Chi- 
cago in 1911 and in 1914 became superintend- 
ent of our Peoria Mission and served there 
many years. Also any appraisal of his mis- 
sionary career must include his life com- 
panion. His marriage to Lydia May Augs- 
purger, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. David D. 
Augspurger, was definitely instrumental in 
turning his mind to the missionary field. 
Those of us who remember Rev. Augspurger 
can understand how he encouraged the spir- 
itual fervor and missionary zeal of these his 
children. Their complete trust in God and 
obedience to His command resulted from this 
rich heritage of godly parentage. 

The direct thrust into the foreign mission 
program by our churches had its beginning 
in 1906, in British East Africa, as an affilia- 
tion with the African Inland Mission. Then 
in 1911 we began our work in the Congo as 
a joint program with Evangelical Mennonite 
churches. There were many in our churches 
who felt the call to Africa, but because of 
lack of preparation in some, and others be- 
ing directed into other avenues of church 
work, it was necessary to get the workers 
from outside the Mennonite church. There- 
fore, it was a great inspiration when at last 
there were two who prepared faithfully and 
were ready to be sent to the field, which in 
‘ those days was a fearsome experience to face. 
The primitive conditions and health hazards 
were so great, it took correspondingly great 
degrees of courage and faith for our mis- 
sionaries to plan to live, work, and rear a 
family in that land. 

For this field of service the Sommer’s be- 
gan their journey July 12, 1917. This was 
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Rev. E. A. Sommer and family 
as they served in C. I. M. 


during the first world war and it proved to 
be a frightful experience. As their ship near- 
ed the African coast it hit a mine and sank. 
They were rescued and landed at Cape Town 
with no other possessions than the clothes 
they were wearing. Some replacements could 
be had there, but they arrived at Charles- 
ville station greatly handicapped by the lack 
of necessary equipment. 

During the fifteen years of his service in 
the Congo, Brother Sommer was active in 
many areas of duty, but especially outstand- 
ing was his assistance in the organization of 
the educational program. This phase of the 
work was begun with native boys and later 
the girls were included. Following are his 
own words relative to the school work, “The 
one great aim uppermost and foremost in 
mind was to teach the native boys and girls 
the things of God.” This work grew and in a 
few years hundreds of natives were receiv- 
ing elementary education with the Christian 
emphasis. Today in this program in which 
Brother Emil gave pioneer direction, more 
than twenty thousand are enrolled. 

In all he served three terms, making the 
last trip alone (1930-1932). Mrs. Sommer was 
recovering from surgery and could not go. 
She remained in the home land with the 


13 


sons and they attended schools here. In 
speaking of this last term Mrs. Sommer Says, 
“It proved to be a very unfortunate one for 
Emil. He underwent two major operations on 
the field, and was forced to return a sick 
man after only two years.” _ 

During the prolonged furlough between his 
second and third terms, he completed studies 
at Bluffton College leading to his Bachelor 
of Theology degree. Not being able to go to 
the field at once, he served for some time in 
deputation work among our churches, and 
then following his retirement from foreign 
duty, he gave pastoral service in the fol- 
lowing churches. Topeka and Middlebury, 
Indiana; Washington, Illinois; Pulaski, Iowa; 
and lastly at Tiskilwa, Illinois. 

In 1952 Rev. and Mrs. Sommer retired to 
their home in Lakeland, Florida. Here they 
attended 
where he taught a men’s Bible class, and it 
was while teaching that the heavenly call 
came to him. As reported by a member of 
‘this class, “He had been teaching for about 
one-half hour, very enthusiastically and ear- 
nestly, and was smiling pleasantly when he 
dropped over.” Thus simply and beautifully 
he laid down the armor which he had used 
for so many years in the good fight of faith. 

They have retained their membership in 
the Mennonite church, but were so graciously 
received and made welcome in the Bible 
Presbyterian Church, 221 So. Kentucky St., 
Lakeland, Florida. And in the hour of be- 
reavement, friends and former associates 
were most grateful to learn that the personal 
sympathetic ministrations which they were 
unable to give, were administered by the 
neighbors and good people of their adopted 
church and her pastor, the Rev. L. G. Gebb. 
We wish to record officially our sincere grati- 
tude to these for their many kindnesses 
shown the family of our fellow minister and 
esteemed missionary during these days of 
sorrow and adjustment. 

Two sons remain with their mother to 
revere his memory and carry on the fine tra- 
ditions of his way of life. Rev. Robert Som- 
mer is pastor of the St. Mark’s Methodist 
Church in Ocala, Florida, and Gordon Som- 
mer is chief engineer of the Clearing Comp- 
any of Chicago and lives in Hinsdale, Ill. 


In concluson the words of Jesus are re- 
called, “THERE IS NO MAN THAT HATH 
LEFT HOUSE, OR BRETHREN, OR SIS- 
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the Bible Presbyterian Church . 


Mrs. D. N. Claudon 
Kathryn Egli Claudon, wife of D. N. Clau- 


don, passed away at Bluffton, Ohio, Septem- 


’ ber Ist, 1956 at the age of 88 years, 10 months 


and 27 days. Her husband was one of the or- 
iginal eight C.I.M. board members and 
signers of the Charter for the beginning of 
Congo Inland Mission. He was also the first 
corresponding Secretary-Treasurer of the 
board serving from 1910 to 1926 in this ca- 
pacity, setting up the procedure for process- 
ing candidates, expediting missionaries to the 
field and looking after all the necessary of- 
ficial business and correspondence for a 
pioneer foreign mission board. Mother 
Claudon faithfully shared these responsibili- 
ties with her husband and was a gracious ~ 
host to the missionaries coming and going 
and to others who come to their home at 
Meadows, Illinois, which served as early 
headquarters for C. I. M. 

Her father Bishop Henry Egli was the 
founder of the Defenseless Mennonite Con- 
ference, now the Evangelical Mennonite 
Church, which was one of the founding con- 
ferences of C. I. M. 

Brother Claudon died in 1947 and although 
they had lived in Valparaiso, Indiana, since 
1927 their interest in and prayers for C. I. M. 
and her missionaries never ceased. It was 
a great joy to Mother Claudon to see two 
of her grandchildren serve as missionaries 
with C. I. M. Namely Marie Diller Brown cf 
Mutena. Station and Dr. James Diller, M.D., 
presently studying in Antwerp, Belgium. She 
died in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Diller in Bluffton, Ohio, and was laid to rest 
in Graceland Cemetery, Valparaiso, Indiana. 


Father of Vernon Sprunger Dies 

Noah Sprunger, father of V. J. Sprunger, 
Legal Representative and field treasurer of 
C. I. M. passed away in his home at Mans- 
field, Ohio, at the age of 82. He is the brother 
of retired C. I. M. missionary Agnes Sprung- 
er. 


TERS,OR FATHER OR MOTHER, OR CHIL- 
DREN OR LANDS, FCR MY SAKE AND 
THE GOSPEL’S, BUT HE SHALL RECEIVE 
AN HUNDRED FOLD NOW IN THIS TIME, 
...AND IN THE WORLD TO COME ETER- 
NAL LIFE.” Brother Emil Sommer did not 
hesitate to go when the Lord called, and we 
can say that the Lord has singularly -blessed 
him and his family. 
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 

It is with grateful praise to the Lord of the harvest that we come to you with the 
summarized financial report for the fiscal year of the Mission which corresponds with 
the calendar year. The year was not without its financial anxieties but we are thankful 
for the faithfulness of God’s people again for a generous spirit manifested in the large 
and numerous offerings during the closing months of the year which enabled us to close 
the year without a deficit. 

This was the first year that we had large numbers of missionaries both returning to 
the field of service for a term and from the field of service for furlough which caused our 
passage expenses to be larger since we had missionaries traveling both ways. Since most 
of our missionaries travel during the summer months those proved to be the biggest drain 
on the treasury and they are also the months when the smallest offerings flow into the 
treasury from our churches since many people are on vacations and do not give us regu- 
larly and systematically as when attending their own church regularly each Sunday. 


‘Total areceintsyirom:all sources) ...........nc@kgeeee ee ee $246,746.54 
The expenditures for the year were as follows: 
Missionaries’ allowances, outfit, insurance premiums, personal gifts, ete. ............. $106,323.01 
Passage to and from the field .................. eT ee ee en te TLE aes Pee, 24,685.73 
Mg LSE ol, Sn speweanee ens aputhnr + feed cae sr te Soe aie ee sete ee a tea 2,422.50 _ 
UL Ose, ae ter eete wa bg Me Roan gs ee: - puget ick eee ACO he eee 5,274.21 
Field operating budget .............. Lp is, 22 ee ee 8 a ee oe 32,520.13 
tae eet E IM oy ta (42) ake er a oa ae Re meere His, le ee See Ye alinves Yee eas 3,656.00 
LT STG ORS ES One ee Ole a0: a... ght. ae bed Ae ae Bn BLAS few ofS 16,664.58 
SET SESTE) ROM Te py det oe Aa) [2 ARE cae aan ae sain +, ee BO ee svesesktye, Oy OD ote 
Koandala Stauon c<..2i2) aot, "he Va eee eee Senet Ga Tk Le Se 5,500.00 
Famine relief at Kamayala station ._. Fees f cee ee ites I ae ty ee cr tiee B 4,263.96 
fe ease Nom al: COTO 1e StAUlON)  nn.cst-o<----- Sees eee Sie cane SA A A ea FA 
Women’s Auxiliary supplies— 
Se SCER EPR a So Fe ORE TGE oY Te eee er: eee eee ee eee SE Ae hae Par ern gene aa 1,924.00 
SELECT REET OLE TOPCO 0) 21 5 ae ra a nae MMe NEA en iC ol ge Cae aioe 763.16 
Bee Va WOT hats INE Ale CLATION oss codons hg ee ee Se al |e Soe 1,770.50 
Bible Revicionsand. Cistribution, «206 ..5--2-s.4-senieeet ET SE ee AS ies nee 1,243.20 
ada ta TT i a te i ee ey Bs et eee seat ts 2: 645.95 
EA Reeth LPC OATS INTC LOTS is Bhan oct xp ose a wes CRE Rech akg bE ahs 800.00 
EASES eG DIET oe ME ETD LOH Ta) Fa ae a ey ae reer | PRP ee ae CS 5,113.55 
Pa ews CTD SLT ALT FOROS CS ccna eae Ree a ek ar og ce ng 10,515.80 
PCL ENB CO GLOT CSOT CO i ae cine taco eet —™ BS A NEE aia 954.84 
AA Le ORCTNO TY BOS ret Bee fe ti an Sedan acaows AEE +.» ee Fe ee ee ee ... $231,055.80 
Malance..on hangs) anuany ofjy 1956., ..,.4-.--<otd- ...1gholee-aath ns ee Oe enon ae ee 14,374.93 
BE RE hell Ne Sa NG la i ne erie. = adc or y--Bige-~>- edavgece aie ey ee -. Si acek Wie TS ey 246,746.54 
$261,136.47 
isbiroeenvents far 1856 risieeiicl.:<...p2t..... Qe colt hos cee. 231,055.80 
Balance on nana wecemper sl, 1956 2 _... BO ee $30,080.67 
Cash Statement, January 1, 1£57 
Deposits in First Nation Bank 
TERRES CULT LANTUS rrr en niet eh, ies hein i Rk | Nota fe 3,318.07 
Poe Peet Ver LO lee, ere OS SES ee sath coll er ame ae at Sp bad AME dnt 13,020.00 
Deposits in South Side Bank 
Pea TE NC LLCS AILS Sie 5 oy ne-yo pnt cm tps sea ae Swaaers <a 5 aha nila a tore des 13,742.60 
CSA Pies ERE 6) Tr nenineree. 2 oe Se ee ee A ere $30,080.67 


The annual audit was again made by John A. Janzen, accounting firm of Chicago and 
reports are available at the office for examination. Our sincere appreciation and thanks to 
all treasurers and individual and group supporters for your prompt remittances. 

H. A. Driver, Assistant Treasurer 
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THE CONGO INLAND MISSION 
Annual Report and Policy Statement 


by the Field Chairman F. J. Enns 
THE GOSPEL NET 


In one of His parables Christ likens the 


message of the Gospel to a net that was. 


cast into the sea. Gospel nets have been 
east into the sea of humanity surrounding 
our mission stations in the form of the 


three-fold ministry of preaching, teaching, . 


and healing. Many are the contacts that 
have been made. The average number of 
children in all our school was 18,614. An 
estimated 40,000 people have sought medical 
help, and thus were contacted with the Gos- 
pel message. Then there are the 730 preach- 
ing places where many who are in our 
schools and others who have been helped 
through our healing ministry, as well as 
many others, hear the story of salvation— 
possibly 60,000 people. 

The presentation of the news of salvation 
over the years has brought many into the 
Gospel net. Latest statistics show 16,934 
church members, and half as many pro- 
fessing Christians awaiting baptism. Our 
emphasis has been on evangelism, and many 
people have responded by confessing Christ. 
Our weakness has rather been in conserv- 
ing the gains made. Too many have gone 
back into their old ways, too many are in- 
different to Christ’s claim to have first place 
in their lives. They find too hard His test 
of discipleship: “If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily and follow me.” Luke 9:23. 

_MENDING THE NETS 

When Christ walked along the sea of Gali- 
lee He found James and John “in the ship 
mending their nets’, and He called them to 
Him. Fishermen who mended their nets, 
who were concerned with conserving the 
gains they made, would not only be good 
winners of souls, but also responsible shep- 
herds of these souls. 

When the mission was small and the 
Christians few the missionary’s influence 
over them was great. Christian character 
was developed that has stood the test of 
time. A good proportion of our stable 
church leadership stems from those years. 
We are agreed that renewed emphasis on 
true discipleship should be made. The breth- 
ren who visited us from America have 
been stressing it, also missionaries on the 
field. A beginning has been made. 
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The new birth is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. But the development of a Christ- 
like character must have its beginnings in 
the new birth. It was evident that our 
African leadership also saw _ this clearly 
when this subject came up for discussion at 
our African church conference. 

WHAT THEN IS OUR TASK? 

Let us continue with increased consecra- 
tion our ministry of casting the Gospel nets 
among those of all ages seeking medical 
help, and the youths that are eagerly enter- 
ing our schools, as well as among those at- 
tracted to our preaching services. 

Let us mend those Gospel nets so that a 
larger percentage of those contacted will be 
“brought to land” with a conversion exper- 
ience. The contacts we make in our healing 
and teaching ministries give unlimited ideal 
opportunities for personal evangelism. Are 
we making most of those opportunities? Are 
our African brothers and_ sisters making 
most of them? Our teaching and example 
must put greater emphasis on _ personal 
work, and results will follow. 

CHRISTIAN NURTURE 

To carry the analogy a little farther. Fish 
are not brought to land to be left to spoil 
in their new environment. Likewise peo- 
ple should not be brought to a conversion 
experience and into the church to be left 
to drift. Christ is very specific on this. 
When He gave the great commission asking 
His disciples to teach and baptize He added 
this: “Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you.” If we 
will take this instruction more seriously I 
believe not so many will drift away from 
the church. We must change the thinking 
of our converts. Too many consider bap- 
tism as an end in itself, not as an entrance 
into a fellowship that is to enrich their 
lives, that will help them to understand 
temptations and to grow Christ-like in char- 


acter. Christ’s solemn admonition to Peter 
is also to us: “Feed my lambs. — Feed 
my sheep.” 


Christian nurture is one of the great tasks 
of the church. Let us with renewed vigor 
promote church attendance, prayer, family 
devotions, Bible reading, Bible study class- 
es, personal work, youth work, women’s 
work, and the like. Let us have the church 
understand that all are included in the 
activities of the church, and that inactivity 
is a serious malady. 
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Christ paid the supreme sacrifice to found 
the church, and He set Himself a high goal 
for it. He “loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; that He might present it to 
himself a glorious church, not having spot, 
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish.”—Eph. 
5: 25-27. 

Christ is looking “for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ: Till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.—Eph. 4:12, 
ra 

CHURCH AND STATE 

I would like to bring out one more point. 
We have large medical and educational pro- 
grams for which we receive government 
subsidies, and that work is still expanding. 
We are concerned that those who come for 
treatment or schooling also are given the 
Gospel message. We preach to the patients 
before we give them medical attention. We 
teach religion to all the children coming to 
our schools. That is all for the good, and 
we should continue with it, and even in- 
crease our efforts to permeate these activ- 
ities with the Gospel of Christ and His 
Spirit. 

After saying this in favor of government 
subsidized work we want to give this warn- 
ing. Let us not make these subsidized activ- 
ities such an integral part of our church 
organization that if they fail the church 
would suffer irreparable loss. Separation 
of church and state must be conscienciously 
observed. 

1. The church must build its own church 
buildings, and support its pastors and evan- 
gelists. 

2. It must provide adequate religious in- 
struction for converts as well as church 
members, apart from the schools, so as to 
insure a stable consecrated membership de- 
voted to the program of the church. There 
is real danger that the church depend on 
the schools for this. 

3. With greater emphasis on the teach- 
ing mission of the church should also come 
higher standards of conduct, greater loyalty, 
and more confidence in the church and its 
leadership. Differences between church 
members should be adjusted by church com- 
mittees rather than government courts. 
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Rev. and Mrs. F. J. Enns 


CHURCH AND MISSION 

In the area of church and mission re- 
lationship responsibility and leadership must 
increasingly be transferred from the mis- 
sion to the church. Here we are feeling 
our way. In the past the missionary con- 
ference and its committees have done the 
mission business. Beginning last year we 
have invited African church leaders to par- 
ticipate in our conference. 

It may well be that in the not too distant 
future we will find it best to have an en- 
larged mission-church council take over the 
mission business. At first representation 
from the missionary group would probably 
be the same as that from the African church, 
but eventually it would decrease in pro- 
portion. 

But there are steps that can be taken now: 

1. Have more African representation on 
conference committees. 

2. Give chairmanship of the church coun- 
cil over to church leaders where that has 
not yet been done. 

3 Have the regional church groups take 
responsibility for adequate participation in 
church services, and other church activities 
and in instruction classes of the region. 

4. Have these church groups also become 
responsible for necessary help to the old 
and needy in their circle, and for the 
construction of chapels where that is neces- 
sary. 
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CHURCH CENTRAL IN LIFE OF 
BELIEVER 

In his conversation with the Samaritan 
woman Christ brought out a truth that 
needs special emphasis in the pbuilding. of 
the church in Africa. Confused on the 
question of worship the woman said: “Our 
fathers worshipped in this mountain; and 
ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where 
men ought to worship.” 

Christ makes it clear that proper worship 
is not confined to a certain group nor to a 
certain place. It is the sincere spirit that 
counts. Worshipping must be done in “spirit 
and in truth”. 

At times Africans also localize Christian 
faith and conduct. There is the school boy 
who seemingly leaves his child-like faith 
and Christian behaviour at the mission 
when he goes to live in the village, or the 
man who changes his conduct when he 
leaves the work of the mission to become a 
clerk in a store. 

The church must become central in the 
life of the African Christian, whether he is 
in school or out of school, whether he is 
on the mission or in the village, whether 
he is in the employ of the church or of a 
commercial concern. 

Our task is to help the church become 
vital in the life of each _ believer. May 
each find in Christ what Peter found in 
Him—Peter who was one of the first to be 
brought in by the Gospel net, and who la- 
ter became so effective a fisher of men. 
When Christ asked His disciples if they too 
wanted to leave Him like so many others 
had done Peter had the answer: 

“Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast 
the words of eternal life. And we believe 


and are sure that thou art that Christ the 
Son of the living God.” 


CONGO INLAND MISSION STATISTICS 


FOR 1956 
EVANGELISTIC*— 
Average number of missionaries... 68 
Number of National, Pastors....c.........s0..... 16 
Number of deacons and overseers... 27 


Church membership at beginning 

2) Me aroha a oe a a aS Ue 16,934 
Church membership at close of year..18,024 
Converts receiving instruction 


ROY aS ATS cee aii eS Wd oe TeB83 
Christian marriages solemnized _....__.. 97 
Children. comsecra ted: mamier wkokee ech ce 240 
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Orphans received .........-2....0.0.... _ RSE AT. 79 
Number of places of regular 

preaching ysermices! shina > aii. 7177 
Attendance at D.V.B.S. (110 schools) ....2,591 


Totaly Church offerings ..2omit02e se $17,201.00 
Attendance at<Bible Schools.......22.0.000.... 183 
Attendance at Bible Institute... wert? 
EDUCATIONAL— 
Number of government subsidized 

schoolstimcod). So. Ale a oe eee 147 
Number of other rural schools............0....... 438 
Average daily school attendance— 
Station’ primary =schéols see 2,663 
Other subsidized schools..............................8,804 
Other rural schools not subsidized.......... 8,042 


Total attendance in all primary schools 19,509 
Average attendance in higher schools: 


Lower teacher training (E.A.P.).............. 154 
Preparatory GJuniorsHy) 2a See eee Gs 
Higher teacher training (Miniteurs)........ 72 
industrial) ‘Arts ¢schools.Jpa). 20 ae 24 
Grand total average daily 

attendance ) alli schoolsua@. 20 seas 20,007 
Teachers— ; 
Th station school iain 22 ae. 2a ee 101 
In subsidized schools away from station 308 
In other rural schools... AAT 
Graduations— 
From. ;primary schools) 2. ieee 482 
Preparatory? (Juntor (HD! 2 See ae 26 
Lower teacher training (E.A.P.) ....00.... 39 
Bible Schools ................. 2 aly eseret 24 
Industrial’ Arts <School:.22.. oer Swe § 
MEDICAL STATISTICS— 
Number of African nurses............0..0000000..... 72 
New icasés. treatedits.1c..nd) See ee 64,890 
Number patients hospitalized..........0..... 4,417 
Number not: hospitalized...0.200.000 58,993 
Operations: ‘Major'®.....u9228.. 3048 2a 413 

Ninoy. 2LL..2i Le lene slope 1,632 

Number of babies born alive.....0....0.0000..... 2,329 
Number” of "Lepers 4.26.2 eee 206 
Number of babies registered at 

baby clinics acca eee) ee: ae 2,990 


Number of missionary medical doctors 3 
Number of missionary registered nurses 12 


———< 


REVIEWING OUR WORK IN 1956 


WHAT DO THE STATISTICS TELL? 
Rev. F. J. Enns 


GO YE THEREFORE AND TEACH. 

During the past year 1029 teachers were 
diligently sowing the Word of God in the 
hearts of people throughout our large mis- 
sion field. Some went from village to vil- 
lage preaching and teaching the Gospel of 
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salvation reaching an estimated 70,000 peo- 
ple. Others went into many school rooms 
telling impressionable youth the truth of 
God’s redeeming love revealed in His Son 
Jesus Christ totaling an average daily 
school attendance of 20,000 potential heirs 
of the kingdom of God. 

HEAL THE SICK .. . care for the or- 
phan... healing for body and soul was 
offered to more than 64,000 patients through 
the ministry of 72 trained -nationals and 
15 medical missionaries in our centers of 
merey and love. 2,329 babies first saw the 
light of day in the helpful atmosphere of 
a Christian medical institution and _ their 
mothers were given instruction in their 
training for righteousness, and introduced 
to the Great Physician of soul and body. 

The statistics show a net gain of 1090 
souls in our Church membership, and al- 
though it is difficult to accurately record 
the number of active participating mem- 
bers we know that almost 66% partook of 
the Lord’s supper. Christian family life 
is developing as indicated by the 97 Chris- 
tian marriages and the 240 child consecra- 
tions. There has been evidence of real 
Holy Ghost revival in some places and 
many who have strayed from the fold have 
returned in repentance and confession. The 
preaching of our faithful national pastors 
and evangelists is bearing fruit. Although 
sin does seem to abound on all sides we 
have the assurance that Grace does the 
more abound. The missionaries directing 
the four Bible schools and their students 
reached 2500 boys and girls with the story 
of Jesus in daily vacation Bible schools 
throughout the area. They report. that 
equally as many adults stand around the 
classes eager to know what their children 
are learning. 

WHAT ABOUT TRAINING FOR THE 
FUTURE CHURCH? Twelve men are en- 
rolled in the Bible Institute at Tshikapa 
and if they turn out as well as the first 
graduates there is reason for hope in the 
future. All the institute men have families 
and the wives are also studying and there 
is great benefit to the families in just liv- 
ing together as colleagues and learning to- 
gether as Christians. Tshikapa with its con- 
centrated population affords much oppor- 
tunity for various types of evangelism. One 
hundred eighty-three young men are en- 
rolled in the two year course in the four 
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MUTENA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
COMPLETED 


December 6, 1956 was a red letter day for 
the school children, for that day their new 
school building was dedicated and. official- 
ly opened for use. After using a grass cov- 
ered, dirt floored class room and sitting on 
a series of 3 or 4 bamboo poles while 
trying to write on a desk consisting of a 
single plank, one can understand their joy 
in marching into a new brick building and 
a class room with smooth cement floors, 
painted walls, large glass windows, real 
blackboards, desks with a place for books 
and even wash rooms and a library. 

Fremont Regier, I-W missionary, was on 
the job from beginning to completion of 
the building and received much praise from 
Congo government officials as well as mis- 
sionaries and Africans. George Neufeld was 
the designer of the building and had the 
building well underway before he left for 
Belgium. Then Archie Graber spent several 
weeks at Mutena helping with construction. 
Most of the mill work, desks and furniture 
were made in the Tshikapa carpenter shop 
under the supervision of Edward Liechty. 

Seventy per cent of the funds came from 
a government grant and the balance from 
the home constituency. 


——————————————— 


Bible schools known as Ecole Evangelique. 
Some of them will go directly into teach- 
ing and evangelistic work, others will go 
to higher schools, many we trust will be 
workers in their villages. Two hundred 
seventy-nine are enrolled in the teacher 
training schools preparing to teach under 
the government subsidy program and it is 
our daily prayer that they will be real 
Christian leaders with conviction and zeal 
to perform the Lord’s work. 

Possibly most important of all is the fel- 
lowship of missionary with Church leaders 
out in their villages and in the regular 
regional meetings. Thus learning from each 
other and from God’s Word together we are 
encouraged to go forward. It is encourag- 
ing that a number of men with families 
have volunteered to serve the Lord full 
time starting a new work in a needy vil- 
lage. 

We have the promise that if we are faith- 
ful in sowing the Word it shall not retuxm 
unto us void. 


Ae 


Your Opportunity 
| for 
MISSIONARY Service 


“NEW MISSIONARIES READY TO LEAVE FOR THE FIELD are in need 
of support, outfit and travel funds. Are you giving regularly to your church 
for its Missionary Ministry? PRAY FOR—Charles and Geraldine Sprung- 
er; Arnold and Elaine Regier and Kirsten and Kathy; Melvin and Martha 
Claassen and Evangeline and Stephen; Mary Hiebert; Margaret Friesen 
and Susie Schmidt. Pray for pax missionaries Wilmer Sprunger; John 
Jantzen and Larry Graber. 


*TEN FURLOUGHED MISSIONARIES NEED TO RETURN TO DUTY this 
summer. Have you shared your income with your church and Mission 
Board so there will be funds to pay the passage of George and Justina Neu- 
feld and Loren Ray; Peter and Gladys Buller, James and Jeanette; Arthur 
and Martini Janz, Larry, Mark and Joan; Waldo and Abbie Harder, Caro- 
lyn, David, Priscilla, Paul and Timothy; Lois Slagle and Lena Friesen? 


*KIGHTEEN MISSIONARIES COMING HOME TO FURLOUGH—pray for 
their health and safety in travel and prepare to welcome them to your 
church and community. WELCOME HOME to Rudolph and Elvina Mar- 
tens, Elizabeth and John (C.; Loyd and Marie Brown; Ellis and Edna Gerber 
and Dannie; Glenn and Ina Rocke, Leland, Darrell, David and Kieth; Sam 
and Honora Ediger, Dorothy, Beverly and David; Elmer and Esther Dick, 
Doretta, La Verna, Delbert and John; Sara Friesen; Agnes Lutke; Frieda 
Guengerich and Selma Unruh. Peter and Annie Falk. 


*SCHOOL BUILDINGS FOR CHILDREN now meeting in the open or in 
crude temporary shacks and for TRAINING OF CONGOLEE LEADERS. 


Kajiji—missionary children’s school 

Nyanga—Moniteurs or 4 year teacher training school 
Vanga—secondary school 

Bible Schools—Charlesville, Mukedi, Mutena and Nyanga 


Village public schools—to be financed by government and staffed and sup- 
ervised by the mission. 


The training of children and young people who have given their young 
hearts and lives to the Lord Jesus constitutes one of our greatest opportuni- 
ties and responsibilities. 


Your prayers and gifts are solicited and will be gratefully acknowledged. 
Give regularly to the missionary program of your church. 


“REACHING THE LOST OF CONGO 


“BUILDING THE CHURCH IN CONGO 


The Congo Inland Mission 


20 CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 


Does C. I. M. Still Need Missionaries? 


By H. A. Driver 


The answer is an unqualified yes! There 
are still hundreds of thousands in our assign- 
ed territory, who are living in the darkness 
of heathenism and have not even heard of 
the true and living way to God and who are 
calling for evangelists. Many who have turn- 
ed from darkness to light are calling for 
some one to teach them, so that they might 
grow in grace and knowledge of the truth. 
The need for a compassionate, tender, loving 
service of healing, health and hygiene is still 
appalling. There are 80 Protestant mission- 
ary doctors and 12 Catholics for the fourteen 
million inhabitants of Congo Belge. The few 
government and company supported doctors 
cannot even care for the needs of the white 
population of Congo. Christian specialists in 
every field are needed to train citizens of a 
rapidly emerging civilization. 

What are the qualifications? The Congo 
Inland Mission board has always emphasized 
the following points. 

1. Personal experience of salvation—not a 
mere acceptance of a creed or a statement of 
faith but a vital experience of what the Lord 
has done for you and the passion to witness 
to someone else as to what the Lord can 
do for them. 

2. A definite call to service—A sense of 
mission to God and the church that there 
is a specific work for you to do which if 
you do not do will be left to all eternity un- 
done. 

3. A willingness to sacrifice—‘Not my will 
but thine be done, O Lord” 

4. Loyalty to God and His word as believed 
by your church. 

5. Ability to communicate the Gospel in 
the language of the people. C. I. M. mission- 
aries are required to learn both French and 
the indigenous languages. 

6. Adequate formal training and prepara- 
tion to be a successful witness of the Gos- 
pel, dispenser of the Word of God, and mem- 
ber of the community you are called to serve. 

C. I. M. needs professional missionaries 
with special skills as well as the necessary 
spiritual qualifications and Bible training. 

Teachers—Must hold either the B.A. orB.S. 
degrees and be licensed to teach in the States. 
Accepted teachers are required to study 12 
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H. A. Driver 
Executive Secretary C. I. M. 


months in Belgium and successfully pass 
courses in French, Pedagogy and Belgian 
Colonial policy. Candidates for missionary 
teachers must have the equivalent of two 
years of College French. The missionary 
work consists of supervising Congolee teach- 
ers in the elementary schools, teaching 
French, Pedagogy and Bible in the four 
teacher training schools C. I. M. now has in 
operation, also teaching in secondary or 
regular High School which is starting this 
year, 1957. The opportunity for those called 
to teach and to teach others to teach is un- 
limited in Congo and your freedom to 
Christian Witness and teach God’s word in 
the curriculum is not hindered. 

Manual Arts and Shop Majors to teach in 
specialized industrial arts school. 
Home Economics Majors—C. I. M. is seeking 
six home economics majors to start two schools 
for girls as soon as possible. The status of 
womanhood and the plight of girls is deplor- 
able and the Congo government will subsidize 
these schools known as Ecole Menagere. 
They will be established on a separate camp- 
us a mile or more from a mission station 
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where one hundred girls will be taught a 
four year course preparing them for lives as 
homemakers, teachers, nurses and life in 
general as only a Christian knows it. The 


qualifications are strict, the work is taxing . 


but the reward is satisfying and eternal. Is 
God calling you to this ministry? 


Bible School, Seminary and Christian edu- 
cation teachers—qualifications and training 
are just as high as for the above government 
subsidized programs. 

Dectors—A missionary M.D. to Congo must 
be licensed to practice in his home country 
and have a certificate from a recognized 
school of tropical medicines which can be 
obtained by a years residence at Antwerp, 
London, or Tulane University in the U. S. 
C. I. M. doctors are asked to take the course 
in Belgium in the French language. 


Registered Nurses—to practice the art of 
healing in the Belgian Congo a nurse must 
be registered in her home country and to 
have an infirmaires certificate from the in- 
stitute of tropical medicine in Antwerp. This 
requires a years residence in Belgium. To be 
in charge of an O.B. work, a nurse must have 
a certificate in midwifery from either the 
hospital in London or Brussels. This requires 
a years residence in either institution. La- 
boratory technician, plant pathologist, animal 
husbandry, poultry specialist, architect and 
draftsman, radio technicians, printer, writ- 
ers or practically any consecrated profession 
can find avenues of service in C. I. M. 


I-W Pax Missionaries—By an arrangement 
with the _ selective service system and 
through the facilities of the Mennonite Cen- 
tral Committee young men who are consci- 
entious objectors to war and who have a 
desire to give Voluntary Service to God and 
the church can serve their two years of al- 
ternative military service on the CONGO 
MISSION FIELD. Pax men are given three 
months of intensive language study on the 
field and are expected to take active part in 
the mission worship and witness program. 
Opportunities for service are available along 
the line of mechanical, industrial, secretarial 
work as well as youth work, gospel teams, 
D.V.B.S. and camp work. Applicants must be 
divinely impelled, “color blind”, eager to 
learn and cooperative in spirit. $100.00 a 
month required for support and passage 
funds. 
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1-W MISSIONARY FLIES TO 
CONGO 

’ Merle Jay Kauffman, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. J. Kauffman of Twin Falls, Idaho and 
member of the (Old) Mennonite congre- 
gation there left Chicago by plane Sunday 
morning, Feb. 17 to begin his I-W service 
on the Congo mission field. Nineteen-year- 
old Kauffman is a gradaute of Hesston Col- 
lege Academy department where his main 
interests were wood-working and _ photo- 
graphy which skills he will use in his I-W 
missionary service. By Friday he was to 
join Wilbur Neuenschwander, Pax mission- 
ary, to Congo from Berne, Indiana. The 
passage and service of these men is pro- 
vided by the men themselves and their 
parents and is' made possible by an ar- 
rangement of the Mennonite Central Com- 
mittee with the Selective Service System. 


Three more men, students of Bethel Col- 
lege, have applied to the mission for I-W 
missionary service and plans are underway 
for their going to Congo this summer. The 
men are Wilmer Sprunger, son of mission- 
aries in Congo, John. Jantzen of Newton, 
Kansas and Larry Graber of Salem, Oregon. 


Congo Inland 
Mission field ad- 
ministrators are 
well pleased with 
the service and 
witness of I-W 
missionaries and 
have requested a 
unit of 12 men to 
perform industrial, 
agricultural, 
mechanical, sec- 
retarial duties as 
well as youth work 
and teaching. 


Merle Kauffman 





If the call of God to Africa is yours, you 
are invited to investigate further either to 
the C. I. M. executive secretary direct, or to 
one of the affiliated Conference secretaries, 
namely, 

Rev. John Thiessen, 

722 Main St., Newton, Kans. 
Rev. Reuben Short, 
Archbold, Ohio 

Rev. H. H. Dick, 

Mountain Lake, Minn. 
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PERSONAL TESTIMONY OF - 
MUHAKU BONIFACE 


(Muhaku has been a successful teacher in 
our Mission school at Nyanga, Congo Belge. 
He was chosen to attend the Pastor’s Insti- 
tute at Tshikapa in 1957). (As translated by 
Mrs. Peter Buller). 


I was born in 1926. My parents cared well 
for me when I was a child. When I was near- 
ly 10, I became seriously ill and thought that 
death was near. My mother gave herself seri- 
ously to witchcraft according to our ances- 
tral customs. Our faith was solely in witch- 
craft. When I recovered they said, “Our an- 
cestral spirits have heard us and he has re- 
gained strength. 


When I became old enough my parents 
sent me to a Catholic school to learn to read. 
In this school I was a faithful student, but in 
my studies I did not hear the name of Jesus 
—not even once! I left this school and enter- 
ed the Mission school. The thing that drew 
my heart was the phonograph which Rev. 
Enns was playing. When the Catholic priest 
heard this, he wrote my father a letter. He 
beat my father severely and father paid him 
a chicken because of me. But I refused to re- 
turn to the Catholic school. I refused to 
sleep at my father’s house but slept at my 
Protestant teacher’s home, Muenda Jean. He 
was my teacher at night and taught me the 
words.of the Saviour and won my heart. 


Later I accepted Christ through the minis- 
try of Rev. Enns and this verse fell upon 
my heart: “Matt. 5:8, “Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God.” 

In 1938, I went to Nyanga Station to study. 
I began in the kindergarten class. At that 
time everyone was in hunger and my heart 
weakened. I ran away again and returned 
to the Catholic priest. In my heart I really 
did not want to study in the Catholic school 
and I soon ran away again and returned to 
the Mission. In those days, I was a person 
who did not know the way of salvation. In 
1944, I began to learn of the Saviour. He- 
* brews 3:8 “Harden not your hearts...” I 
knew then that God had need of me. I be- 
gan to separate myself from paganism and to 
turn my eyes to the Word of God. In my stu- 
dies I saw many hindrances in knowing the 
Name of the Lord. All these hindrances I put 
’’ in the hand of Jesus. II Samuel 22:7, “In my 

distress I called upon the Lord.” 
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Boniface in Class Room 


In 1946, the missionary gave me the work 
of caring for the tools—knives, hoes, axes, 
water pails and shovels. I also got work in 
the carpenter shop. I worked here for two 
years. When I finished elementary school I 
was sent to teach at Lukaka, 1st grade. Rev. 
2:19b “. . . be thou faithful unto death.” I 
was there two years then the missionary 
chose me to go to Mukedi to study in the 
Teacher Training school. We were 42 pupils. 
In our second year, we were 32 pupils. We 
caused trouble because we did not have suf- 
ficient food. When we talked over the af- 
fair, the missionary expelled me from school 
saying, “You are the leader of those who 
caused trouble.” I begged to stay in school 
but I was expelled. My heart cried bitterly. I 
asked myself in my heart, what can I do in 
order to be able to finish my schooling? I 
gave myself to prayer. When I returned to 
Nyanga the missionary gave me the work of 
cutting bamboo in the forest and to carry 
dirt in the wheelbarrow. Others tried to 
lead me astray saying I should quit this man- 
ual labor and return to the village, but I 
strengthened my heart and prayed. 


One day I went to another missionary’s 
house to speak of the burden of my heart. He 
helped me to pray to God about the sin I 
had committed. That very year I was called 
to teach again in the Lukaka school. Joshua 
1:9, “Have not I commanded thee... ” This 
verse brought to mind the greatness of the 
work I was to do in the hearts of the stu- 
dents, ; 


‘In 1952, God and the missionaries wanted 
me to return to Mukedi to finish my studies. 
Yes, I heard my heart saying, I want to go 
back. Isaiah 6:8, 
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At Mukedi I was leader of the Bible School 
work program and I met with the students. 
in their houses at night for devotions. When 


I finished my studies, they chose me to teach 
lst grade girls. In this year I was married to 
a 16 year-old girl, Mutunbua Denise. Her 
parents are Christians. At times when I am 
weak in the Word, she strengthens me with 
verses. God blessed us with a son, Leon 
Cesaire. God will not leave us if we lean 
upon Him. 

In the year 1955 I taught the boys in the 
fourth grade. In September I became very 
sick in my stomach and I thought I would 
die. God helped me in taking me to Mukedi 
for an operation. With the prayers of the 
Christians and the help of the doctor, (Dr. 
Schwartz) I recovered again. God has much 
love for His people. Another sad incident 
happened that year. In November I went to 
school thinking I would teach well. Satan 
entered my heart when the students did not 
know their memory verses. I took a part of 
a plastic belt in order to whip a student who 
erred. When I was going to beat him, a small 
piece broke off and hit me above the eyeball. 
I thought that my right eye would go blind. 
Our leaders were kind to me; they took me 
to the doctor at Mukedi. The doctor predict- 
ed, we will have to remove the bad eye. God 
heard my prayers and the prayers of our 
Christians. My eye is healed, but I do not 
see as well as before. I seein 5ti8. biesln 
everything give thanks. 

I marvel at the love shit the Lord has 
shown to me. Satan desired to have me that 
he might sift me as wheat, but the Lord was 
with me. You, who are converted should 
strengthen the hearts of your brethren. 

My friends in Christ Jesus, when you read 
these words, remember me and my house 
that God may give us grace to walk in His 
footsteps. Your friend, 
Muhaku Boniface Enis. 





TEN YEARS AT MUTENA 
(Continued from page 27) 


a soul has been brought to Christi through his 
witness. He is an active member of the 
church council. 

- Were these leaders in the Mutena Church 
confronted with the question of why they 
had taken up the responsibility in the church 


uw 





Mr. and Mrs. Kipanga Samuel and seven sons 


King of Belgium Honors 
C.1.M. Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Kipanga Samuel of Mukedi, 
Congo Belge, are recipients of a silver cup 
and napkin ring, from King Bauduan of 
Belgium, because they are the parents of 
seven living sons. 

Kipanga Samuel was converted to Chris- 
tianity under the ministry of Rev. Henry 
Moser. He studied the catechism and pre- 
pared for Christian baptism for three years 
in the village of Kimuamua. After baptism 
lhe was married to Tolembela Eseta in the 
year 1937. Then he was a teacher-eyan- 
gelist for eleven years serving in four dif- 
ferent villages. In 1948 he came to Mukedi 
station as a carpenter and has been a faith-. 
ful workman and a helpful layman, and 
his wife a worker in the women’s meeting. 
Their oldest son is 19 and their youngest 
1 year old. 

Now this Christian couple Has answered 
the call to preach and teach again and has 
expressed their desire to go to some new 
area and open a new “home” mission field. 





they might well answer, “We must be about 
our Father’s business.’”’ Let us uphold them 
in prayer so that the Holy Spirit may 
strengthen this conviction in them and they 
might be found faithful in discharging this 
duty for which the Lord has endued them 
with the necessary talents. 
. On: furlough, 
Inman, Kansas. 
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TEN YEARS AT MUTENA 


Geo. B. Neufeld 


Stewardship of Talents— 


One of the earliest recorded statements of 
Christ is the one he made at the time when 
he was found in the temple questioning the 
doctors and eagerly listening to them. Here 
he made the statement, “Wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father’s business?” Many 
and varied have been the discussions on this 
theme. But one must give serious thought to 
this statement because of the fact that it was 
the beginning of His stewardship of that 
which His Father had committed to Him. He 
was to play the leading role in the plan of 
redemption which the Father had prepared 
for all mankind. 

In checking over the history of the mis- 
sion at Mutena and Kalamba Stations (the 
former replacing the latter in 1948) one finds 
several cases of great devotion to the Lord’s 
work, Before going into the history of this 
territory, one must remember that the mis- 
sion work as a whole was transferred in 1947- 
48 from the old site of Kalamba to the new 
site of Mutena. This shift in working in a 
territory which was occupied entirely by the 
Lulua tribe into a territory which was pre- 
dominantly Lunda, entailed several diffi- 
culties for the leadership of the church. Local 
non-Christian elements at both sites put 
forth much pressure to attain positions of 
leadership for their own particular tribes. 
This often caused hardships for the church 
leaders and many difficult problems to be 
solved. In spite of it all, we must say that 
the church leaders have born their share of 
this transition burden very well. 

_ At the time when this movement was be- 


gun, the heavier share of the church work, 


closely connected of course with the outsta- 
tion schools, rested more or less upon the 
shoulders of the following seven men: Mu- 
abilai Barnabas, Kankonde Paul, Basubaba 
Thomas, Kleinboi Ventor, Kalafanda Zacha.- 


rias, Kadima Isaac, and Mundeka David. The 


former three had charge of the work on the 
station. Only the last named, Mundeka David 
was a licensed pastor. 

These three leaders faced quite a bit of 
opposition from village people when it be- 
came known that the station was to be mov- 
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Rev. and Mrs. Geo. B. Neufeld and Loren Ray 


ed. Threats as: well as bribes came to them 
from many angles and it is certainly the 
grace of God which helped them remain 
firm, though:one of them finally asked to be 
released from his responsibility. This latter 
has since then come back and has been in- 
stalled as assistant pastor. One has been in- 
stalled as deacon while the other found the 
affairs of the world too tempting and was 
removed form his position. Upon these three 
men fell the responsibility of the local 
church with all its problems. They. were,the 
church council.and as such served as the gov- 
erning body of the Mutena church. They 
were responsible for the planning and car- 
rying out of any activities relating to the 
church at the new station, of course work- 
ing in cooperation with the missionaries. 


Kieinboi Ventor, Kalafanda Zecharias, Ka- 
dima Isaac and Mundeka David were at this 
time actively engaged in supervising the 
work of the church as well as the outstation 
teachers at their respective posts. 


Mundeka David was holding the 
which at one time was considered a possible 
location for another mission station. He had 
been devotedly carrying on the work in spite 
ef rather strong Catholic opposition. He, be- 
ing of the same tribe which was prominent 
at the new site of Mutena, naturally favored 
the move of the station. But as he was get- 
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post 


ting along in years, he asked to be retired. 


“At his release he moved to Mutena to be | 


among his own people. There he was active 
for some time in helping with establishing 
the work. He took a place on the church 
~- council along with others who were chosen 
among prominent Christians. 

To Kleinboi Ventor we must give credit 
for building up the work in the southeast 
part of our territory. He was busy sending 
out new. teacher-evangelists and thus es- 
tablishing a foothold in his section which we 
hold to the present time. In fact, it is one of 


the most active sections of our territory © 


where our schools now enroll more than a 


thousand pupils. As he was of a neutral tribe, . 


having come from South Africa, he was per- 
haps less concerned and could give more ac- 
tive interest-to:the move, though unfortunate- 
ly, not long afterward he left the work and 
has since had no contact with the mission. 

Kalafanda Zecharias’ activity can perhaps 
best be measured in the fruits of his labor. 
He was responsible for the church work 
near the city of Tshikapa. He spent much 
time in doing personal work and conducting 
services at the jail in Tshikapa. From his 
village school have come numerous boys 
who are at the present time occupying posi- 
tions of responsibility with the Mission. Sev- 
eral have proven themselves to be of ines- 
timable value to the cause of Christ among 
their own people. Though he never lived 
close to the station, yet he took an active 
part in the move. Unfortunately, he became 
ill and after lingering for sometime on the 
brink of death, he finally passed away leav- 
ing a place which has been hard to fill. That 
“their works do follow them” has already 
been experienced in later years. 

Last but not least we must make mention 
of Kadima Isaac, who was the outstation 
teacher near the new station. Though he did 
at the first not carry the responsibility of the 
others, yet he was of great assistance in the 
moving and establishing of the work such as 
hiring workmen, supervising them, assisting 
with procuring of materials, etc. Several 
years after establishing the work at Mutena, 
both he and Kalafanda were installed as as- 
sistant pastors, which office he holds to the 
present time. He carries perhaps the great- 
est share of the responsibility of the church 
and is at the present time a pillar in the 
church at Mutena station. 
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Cne word more regarding Muabilai Barn- 
aba. He has been installed as deacon and he 


and his wife now have direct charge of the 


girls’ home. To him also must be given rec- 
ognition for having given the longest period 
of uninterrupted, devoted service to the church 
at Kalamba to a different tribal environment 
bas not deterred him from serving this Lord 
and the church at the new site with equal 
devotion. 

At the present time the greater responsibi- 
lity in the church rests upon the two assist- 
ant pastors, with a third one to be installed 
in May, and on the deacon. They, by virtue 
of their position form the church council 
with others selected from among responsible 
Christians and representing as nearly as pos- 
sible all the different tribes. 

Kadima Isaac serves the central church at 
the station and is often out in the territory 
overseeing the church there as well as ad- 
ministering the sacraments of Holy 'Com- 
munion. We have every reason to believe 
he would’ carry on nobly were the white 
people to be moved out. 

In the move to decentralize the church, 
Kankonde Paul has taken over the newly 
acquired territory across the Kasai River to 
the east. He has the same responsibility in 
this section as has been conferred upon 
Kadima Isaac for the rest of the Mutena 
territory. Though less experienced in church 
work, yet his realization of the need in the 
church has prepared him well for his work. 

Kasanda David, a member of the first 
graduating class of the Bible Institute at 
Tshikapa, is to be installed as assistant pastor 
at this year’s session of the African Confer- 
ence. By virtue of his training, he carries 





Kadima Isaac and E. J. Dick 
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Birthdays... 


Of Our Missionaries and Their Children 


April 

1 Gordon Wayne Wiebe 
7 Perry Allan Keidel 
10 Rebecca Claire Zook 
11 Mr. Loyd R. Brown 
12 Gerry Loewen 

20 Hope Elizabeth Eidse 
21 David Harder 
21 Beverly Ann Rempel 
22 Miss Amanda Reimer 
25 Daniel Gerber 

26 Marvin Falk 

29 Mrs. Earl Roth 


May 


7 Miss Sara Friesen 
11 Judy Schwartz 
11 Jeannette Sprunger 
12 Miss Betty Quiring 
15 Mrs. Arthur Janz 
20 Marilyn Ruth Schnell 
21 Rev. Sam Entz 
23 Dr. James Diller 
29 Miss Frieda Guengerich 
30 Mrs. Merle H. Schwartz 
31 Miss Agnes Lutke 
31 Mr. Lawrence Rempel 


June 

1 Dorothy Ellen Ediger 

3 Mrs. Sam Entz 

3 Rev. Vernon J. Sprunger 
5 Timothy Bertsche 

8 Rev. Russell F. Schnell 

9 John Henry Dick 

10 Mrs. George B. Neufeld 
13 Mr. Wilmer Sprunger 

14 Mrs. Robert D. Bontrager 
17 Mrs. Roy O. Yoder 

20 Rev. James Bertsche 
- 21 Mr. Melvin Loewen 
26 Rev. Earl Roth 
27 Mrs. Glenn Rocke 

28 Darrell Regier 


1 Mr. Wilbert Neuenschwander 


Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Route 1, Box 284, Logansport, Indiana 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
c/o Rev. Ben Eidse, Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada 
503 East 6th St., Newton, Kansas 

Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 

Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge Africa 
Kanadale, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 


Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Jansen, Nebraska 

Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Kandale, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Kandale, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada 
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Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

44 rue des Capucines, Antwerp, Belgium 

Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 

Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 

Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 


Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Kandale, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
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Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 


Belle Vue, Kajiji via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 





considerable responsibility in the local Bible 
School teaching some of the more advanced 
courses. His messages to the church are both 
powerful and inspirational and he _ gives 
promise of becoming one of the foremost 
leaders in the African Church. 

Mention must also be made of our crippled 
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evangelist Nshidi Lazarus. At present he is 
also active in teaching in the Bible School. 
But perhaps the greatest value of his activi- 
ties is in the field of personal work and chil- 
dren’s evangelism. These activities he carries 
on on week-ends and in the evening. Many 
(Continued on page 24) 








Although famine has plagued the Kwango 
area of Congo the past year, the 2,500 church 
members of Kamayala station raised suf- 
ficient funds to complete their permanent 
stone church building which was dedicated 
on December 17, with special services at- 
tended by more than 2,000 people. The pro- 
ject was carried out entirely with local 
funds and donated labor. Missionary Ben 
Eidse supervised the construction with help 
from builder Lawrence Rempel of Mukedi 
station. This was the third permanent church 
building constructed in the Congo Inland 
Mission field this year, all without. financial 
aid from the church in America. 





Kamayala Church 


- THE CHURCH IN AFRICA 


Ndabangini Sithole 
(Exchange Students at Andover Newton Theological Seminary 
from Southern Rhodesia) 
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Africa, the continent of the future, is a home of about 210,000,000 people. 
Racially, it is a home of about 140,000,000 blacks, 65,000,000 Arabs and about 
5,000,000 whites. Religiously, it is a home of about 129,000,000 animists, that 
is unclassified religions, 60,000,000 Moslems and 21,000,000 Christians. 


Since my coming to this country I have been asked again and again this 
question among others, “What is it in the Christian faith which speaks to the 
African?” 


The African in common with other human beings the world over, occupied 
with questions of his own being. There is a deep spiritual search. The African 
attempts to relate himself with something beyond himself, something he can 
not see with his physical eyes, but something he can see with the eyes of his 
soul. The deep spiritual insight of the Christian faith coincided with that of 
the African. To the African whose soul is searching for a practical theology 
the Christian faith sheds some light on some of the darkness that surrounds 
his whole existence. This should explain why there are more than. 21,000,000 
Christians in Africa. The Church by satisfying some of that spiritual hunger, 
by providing the African with that after which the human soul yearns, has 
greatly enriched the religious life of many African people. More and more 
the Church is becoming part and parcel of African life, and our sincere hope 
is that the African shall not be selfish and keep to himself this Gospel which 
he has received from others, but that he shall pass it on to others, and already 
the African is doing this. 


Missionary Research Library, occasional bulletin, 
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CONGO PASTOR TO VISIT U.S. CHURCHES 


Pastor Kazadi Matthew of our Charlesville station 
is scheduled to sail for the states with the Glen 
Rocke family leaving Congo in mid-July. It has long 
been felt that such a visit would be beneficial fer 
our supporting constituency as well as for the Congo 
church. The home folks will be encouraged to see 
tangible results of their prayers and gifts. The Con- 
go church will be strengthened in being able to ex- 
press, by means of a personal representative, their 
appreciation for what the American people have 
done for them. His ministry has proven a blessing 
to thousands in Congo. If he is able to visit one of 
the churches in your area, you can’t afford to miss 
meeting him. 
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Semi-annual Board Meeting 
and Women’s Auxiliary 


The board has accepted the. invitation of 
the Groveland E.M.C. congregation to serve 
as host to the regular Fall meeting of the 
Board. They have decided to hold the 
meeting Tuesday, September 17, about a 
month earlier than usual in order to ac- 
commodate to the visit of National Pastor 
Kazadi Matthew to the churches of the 
Central Illinois area. This is the birth 
place of C.I.M. and the dozen or more con- 
gregations there are planning special 
services throughout the week of September 
15-22, planning ‘to have the Congolee pastor 
in every church along with furloughing 
missionaries and C.I.M. staff members and 
board. 

Groveland is the home church of the 
Glenn Rocke family who will be home on 
furlough and of Miss Fanny Schmallen- 
berger, missionary teacher in the pastoral 
training institute at Tshikapa. 


— 


Larry Kauffman Memorial Increased 


The grandparents of Larry Kaufman, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jacob S. Kaufman of Moundridge, 


Kansas, have given $500.00 to the C.I.M. 
Larry Kaufman Memorial fund in _ lov- 
ing memory of their daughter who 


lost her life in an auto accident. The 
funds will be used to construct a dormi- 
tory for the Bible School at Mutena sta- 
tion where Larry Kaufman was serving as 
a I-W missionary when he lost his life by 
drowning last summer. 


How Many Missionaries? 
C.I.M. active staff of missionaries is now 
made up of : 
34 couples 
24 single ladies 
5 I-W men 
1 single man—Mr. Buck 


We also have two couples and one single 
lady under appointment, another couple 
and a single lady who are candidates and a 
number of prospective missionaries with 
whom we are seeking God’s will for their 
life and service. 

We are counting on your prayers regular- 
ly upholding these dedicated servants of 
the Lord and the Holy Spirit enabling for 
effective witnessing. 
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“Dear Friends: 


- Helen Eidse Getting Well 


Morris, Manitoba, Canada 
June 19, 1957 


Many of you who have upheld us before 
the throne of grace may be interested to 
know what the Lord has done. How grate- 
ful we are for your faithful intercession! 
God has answered. On December 28, 1956, 
it was quite evident that I had a serious 
kidney condition and was admitted to the 
Kahemba State Hospital.. Two weeks later 
the state doctor asked for a consultation 
with Dr. Schwartz. Benny knew that if 
there was not enough improvement by the 
next tests I would be sent to Leopoldville, 
so he came to the hospital and asked if 
we didn’t want to again claim the Lord’s 
promise for my healing. (A few days 
previously he received assurance that this 
was the Lord’s will). We believe it was the 
prayers of Christians at home and in Africa 
that helped give us the faith we needed for 
that hour. 

We had just begun to pray when we re- 
ceived the assurance that our prayers were 
answered and great thanksgiving filled my 
heart. I didn’t have to go to Leo, but two 
weeks later I was released from the hospi- 
tal. Then it seemed I had a relapse and 
had to go back for another two weeks. I 
was alone a large part of the time. Benny 
and the children were very sick at home, 
Kamayala, with dysentery. But the Lord 
drew so near through His Word. “The 
peace of God that passeth all understanding 
‘kept’ our hearts and minds.” 

At this time we got word from the doc- 
tor that we should return to Canada. In 
four weeks the time for departure had 
come and yet I was not strong enough to 
take the ten-hour truck trip to Kikwit. As 
I was struggling to commit our ways to the 
Lord, the doctor and nurse walked in dis- 
cussing plans to call for a special plane to 
get me from our station. 

In similar ways our God undertook all 
along the trip, giving special strength, as 
we leaned on His Word. Arriving at Chi- 
cago we were all tired but in good shape 
to go on to Canada. I was admitted to 
Winnipeg Grace Hospital for necessary 
tests. The fifth day, Dr. Henderson said, 
“Your prayers are answered; all tests show 
normal.” How precious these words were! 

(Continued on page 7) 
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“AQ4AR Nyanga calling — calling all 


stations. Please stand by for a special mes- 
sage.” Thus called Uncle Sam Entz one 
day in December. Then, amidst the usual 
clattering static, the straining ears of CIM 
listeners heard him announce the engage- 
ment of Donna Mae Williams to Loyal Allan 
Schmidt. The surprised responses were 
most amusing. A hearty laugh from the 
Mukedi announcer brought a quick recov- 
ery from shock and congratulations came in 
from every station. 

Eagerly we awaited the wedding. invita- 
tion which came after months of red tape 
that would have dampened the spirits of a 
less courageous couple. Obtaining a mar- 
riage license became almost an internation- 
al affair, involving three embassies. 


When the date was decided our butcher 
set out to hunt two of the largest pigs avail- 
able, for all missionaries and many African 
friends were to enjoy a feast. Final ar- 
rangements for food and lodging were made 
by air on a special “ladies broadcast’. 

The day dawned bright and clear as 
wedding days do but it also held the usual 
mishaps. Since suit coats are packed in 
mothballs upon arrival in Congo only to be 


APRIL-JUNE, 1957 


ending 
Hvllys 


by Amanda Reimer 


aired again in time for furlough our preach- 
er found himself well on the way to Nyanga 
without one. Unfortunately his car could 
not be hurried with its precious cargo of 
delicate wedding cake. There was nothing 
to do but park cake and ladies in the shade 
of a tree while he jolted back topspeed to 
fetch his coat. 


Amidst a heavy downpour the last car 
drove in. But no mere torrent of rain could 
auench the happy spirit among the 83 
CIM’ers and hundreds of African friends 
who more than filled every bench and win- 
dow sill in our large church. Loyal’s work- 
men, not satisfied with Miss Short’s fine 
decorating job, had wreathed the entrances 
in palm branches and flowers. 


The heavily laden clouds rolled away, 
and, as though in honor of the occasion, 
the dusty scenery had donned its wedding 
cloak of a sparkling tropical green. Only 
slightly delayed, the bridal party proceeded. 
to the church. The murmur of awed ex- 
clamations greeting the lovely bride was 
quickly hushed by six competent African 
ushers who were determined that nothing 
should disturb this solemn occasion. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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In the southern area of the C.I.M. field, 
about 50 miles east of Kamayala, is an area 
of land (approximately 1600 square miles) 
in which civilization has made but minor 
inroads. Lying in a triangle, the Loange 
river forms its western border, the Lushiko 
river is on the east, and Angola is to the 
south. The eastern border is also the ter- 
ritorial boundary of Kahemba territory and 
of Leopoldville province. 

Within this area, there are as yet no 
developments to attract commerce of any 
kind. Only the State officials and mission- 
aries seek entry. Due to the Loange’s very 
deep river bed, a real canyon, no roads 
have yet been built across. Consequently, 
the only means of entering this area is 
on foot or by bicycle. Even then, it is 
no small matter for all supplies needed for 
the duration of the trip must be carried in. 
The bicycles, too, must be carried on the 
backs of men through the deep and steep 
Loange river canyon. On my recent 12-day 
trek this is the method we used. 

Enroute to the Loange, I stopped briefly 
at the temporary home of the official in 
charge of the area. He told me that he 
also was planning an extended official visit 
in the area. On my return trip he was still 
at home, not yet having been able to find 
sufficient mean to carry his goods. Ten days 
after our meeting I was much surprised to 
meet him again. He had actually crossed, 
but due to difficulties of travel and living, 
had returned in 7 days. 

A brief description follows of some of 





ACROSS 
THE 
LOANGE 
RIVER 


by John Jantzen 


the things I saw in this “out of the way” 
land of need, the home of over 8000 Afri- 
cans for whom Christ also died. 

1. POVERTY. Ragged clothes, dirty bo- 
dies, and very small grass houses are a 
common sight. Some people have hardly 
enough clothing to cover the most vital 
parts of the body. Many appear not to 
have bathed for days. Dust and dirt are 
all over the body. Their houses are often 
so small that a mat, on which they com- 
monly sleep, is just as long as the width 
of the house. During the day the mat is 
rolled up and set outside in order to have 
a bit of space to sit. All work is done 
outside. 

They have very little money. They buy 
very little and sell less. Since it is in- 
accessible to automobiles, there is no store 
in the whole area. Neither is there any 
form of medical help available without 
crossing rivers. 

2. INDIFFERENCE. Poor as they are, 
they are quite content in their poverty. 
Few aspire to a better living. They culti- 
vate as little ground as they can get by 
with, and just live from day to day in 
their “hand to mouth existence”. To build 
larger and better houses would not be dif- 
ficult, but they do not do it. To take a 
daily bath is a simple matter to them, but 
the walk to the river demands effort. 

Indifference is also shown clearly in their 
religious life. They will quite commonly 
come to hear the Gospel preached when 
someone comes to their village, but many 
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| Lord will overcome 





remain unstirred. Many show no fear of 
‘hell eires, 

3. LOVE OF SIN. One village chief, 
when asked to accept Christ in order to 
escape eternal punishment, plainly stated 
that he would rather go to hell than give 
up his three wives. Another one told his 
wife not to believe for then they would 
have to give up their witchcraft. Another 
chief, after repeated invitations, finally at- 
tended services but after each one picked 
up his little stool and walked out unmoved. 
Satan’s bonds are not easily relinquished. 

4. FEAR OF THE CATHOLIC PRIEST. 
Two months previously, the priest made his 
visit in the area. He wrote many children’s 
names in his teacher’s registers by threat- 
ening various types of punishment if the 
parents refused to give their children. He 
punishes often, and unreasonably so. For 
refusal of a child he often takes a pig or 
goat. 
struction of a school-house or a teacher’s 
house, several animals are taken. The peo- 
ple. do nothing about it for fear of worse 
consequences. Beatings are common, but 
because of fear of the priest and his curses, 
the people do not demand justice from 
higher authorities. 

5. THE POWER OF WITCHCRAFT. A 
teacher’s wife became seriously ill follow- 
ing confinement in the village. Chokwe be- 
lief is that the baby may not nurse until 
the yellowish color is gone from the milk, 
so the baby passed away after 4 days of 
starvation. The father of the woman ac- 
cused the village of having cast a curse 
upon his daughter, thus her illness. Little 
did he realize that cleanliness and a bit of 
medication could have changed circum- 
stances entirely. She also passed away dur- 
ing the last night of our stay in the vil- 
lage. 

Illness, misfortune, accident, etc, are to 
the common villager the result of a curse, 
not of uncleanliness, carelessness, or acci- 
dent. Only a well developed faith in the 
this superstition of 
many centuries. The only reason the white 
people are not subject to the power of 
witcheraft is that we have a more power- 
ful “charm”, so they firmly believe. 

6. THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL. Yet 
out of this background of poverty, indif- 
ference, sinfulness, fear and _ witchcraft, 
some became earnest followers of the Lord. 
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For a refusal to help in the con- — 


On one day when we had services in 5 
different small villages, 10 people came out 
for the Lord. On another day 9 professed 
to accept Christ in 4 different services. 103 
active church members took part in two 
Communion Services. 

The power of the Gospel is greater than 
that of Satan. His church is being es- 
tablished, and Christian influence is bring- 
ing a change for the good in every way. 


WEDDING BELLS 
(Continued from page 5) 
The bride wearing a gown of nylon lace 


with a short veil caught in a pearl band 
was given in marriage by Rev. Elmer Dick. 
She was attended by Amanda Reimer. Del- 
bert Dick had the honor of carrying the 
rings and Vonnie Roth strewed the bride’s 
path with rose petals. Fremont Regier at- 
tended the groom. 

Rev. Archie Graber officiated at the 
double ring ceremony and in his short mes- 
sage Rev. Frank Enns compared this joyous 
wedding feast with the future Marriage of 
the Lamb when He shall come for His 
own. The wedding music was provided by 
Rev. and Mrs. Sam Entz and Rev. Glenn 
Rocke with Mrs. Ruth Roth at the organ. 

The wedding supper was served in the 
spacious ward of the newly completed hos- 
pital. Pastel streamers centered around the 
large white wedding bell donated by Mr. 
Buck. Tall pink and white tapers com- 
pleted the decorations. 

With many a sincere “God bless you”. 
Mr. and Mrs. Schmidt left for a short 
honeymoon at Lac Madimape. Their de- 
parture closed a happy day, every detail of 
which would be. related again and again 
around the fires in our mission village. 


HELEN EIDSE GETTING WELL 
(Continued from page 4) 
We had the assurance it would be so. I 
am on a regular diet without any re- 
strictions. Why did we have to return home 
early? It is the Lord’s doing; in eternity 
we will see the reason. So let us begin to 


- thank Him here. 


At present we are having a lovely rest 
on the farm. Our baby is living with us 
after being in the care of others for five 
and a half months. This fall and winter we 
will be serving in the Steinbach Bible In- 
stitute, Steinbach, Manitoba. 

Your missionaries, The Ben Eidses. 





The evening of May 15, 1957, a brilliant 
Congo moon hung above the little chapel 
built in the grove of eucalyptus trees. An 
assortment of vehicles covered with dust 
from Congo roads was parked here and 
there outside. Within the chapel all seats 
were taken by school children and mission- 
ary parents who had gathered in honor of 
the five 8th graders who were to be pre- 
sented their graduation certificates from 
Ecole Belle Vue, the school for mission- 
aries’ children at Kajiji, Congo Belge. 


Another school year had rolled by and 
for five missionaries’ children, this was the 
long awaited evening. True, it was a Con- 
go night; the crowd and building were com- 
paratively small; the setting simple. In 
terms of new clothing, finery or extravagant 
preparation, the scene could not compare 
with similar occasions in America. But for 
the graduating students and the audience 
of missionaries, there was no less thrill and 
pleasure; no less sense of accomplishment. 
And in the hearts of all, young and old, 
there was a deep gratitude toward God 
because the evening’s program was a symbol 
of answered prayer; the symbol of a great 
need that had been met. Were Ecole Belle 
Vue not a reality, the missionary families 
of CIM and the AMBM and other border- 
ing missions would be confronted with the 
choice of 1—either struggling to teach 
their own children in their own homes, 
2—or sending them long distances to other 
schools in Congo or adjoining countries, 
3s—or leaving them at home in America for 
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Ont 


by Jim Bertsche 


at Ecale Bele- Vee 





their training. 

The first part of the commencement pro- 
gram was a musical recital by the students 
of the upper grades. This was comprised of 
piano numbers and various vocal groups. 
This recital reflected the extra-ordinary in- 
dividual care and training that the students 
receive from the Kajiji teaching staff. (This 
year the staff was comprised of Mr. and 
Mrs. Orville Wiebe, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
Regier and Miss Anna Enns.) 


The commencement address was brought 
by Rev. Gordon Chambers of the Canadian 
Baptist Mission, father of twin son and 
daughter, Nancy and Gordon, of the gradu- 
ating class. (The other members were 
Dennis Buschman of the AMBM, Marilyn 
Schnell and Leland Rocke of the CIM.) 

A brief class history was given in which 
the points of interest concerning each grad- 
uate were mentioned. -In this connection 
the favorite foods of each graduate were 


listed and it was immediately evident that 
they were Congo children! 


One declared 
that there is nothing more tasty than care- 
fully roasted flying ants! Another assured 
everyone that the native mush accompanied 
by a dish of chicken in palm oil gravy was 
by all odds the peak in culinary achieve- 
ment! Diversified as they were as to na~ 
tionality, church background, Mission and 
parentage, still they all had one testimony 
in common: all knew that they were saved 
and all evidenced a desire to be led by 
God in their further studies and in the 
matter of their life’s work. (Of the 5 
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QUESTIONS WHICH CONCERN YOU — 


about missionaries’ children’s education 


Do the foreign missionaries’ children deserve less educational advantages than 
the average school child in the homeland? Would you be satisfied with such an edu- 
cation for YOUR child? It is evident that by reason of geographical isolation, they 
must do without many of the audio-visual aid techniques, the facilities of well 
equipped laboratories and many educational advantages which are an integral part 
of modern American education. Film strips are a treat; even if a projector is avail- 
able, educational films are rarer and television won’t reach Congo for sometime to 
come. Be that as it may, it is not fair to deny them an adequate supply of the tools 
which are available. 

I recently paid Ecole Belle-Vue my first visit. The dedicated staff is doing an ex- 
cellent job with what is being made available to them. Physical facilities are being 
expanded to meet the demands of a growing student body. Courses of study are 
clearly defined and thorough. But all the books available for outside reading and 
reference are stacked neatly on a few shelves across the back of the room. Except 
for a good variety of youth Christian fiction the assortment covers in patch-quilt 
fashion limited areas of interest quite inadequate to meet the needs of growing in- 
quiring youth and their rapidly expanding interests. There is nothing that interferes 
with our sending them BOOKS—GOOD books—LOTS of books; and a well-equipped 
library will go a long way toward offsetting many of the educational advantages 
which they must of necessity do without. 

It may be that vou have books lying around the house that would make a valu- 
able contribution. Shabby discolored books with pictures of folks in hoop skirts, 
powdered wigs and swallow-tailed coats hold little interest for children born in an 
age of atomic subs, supersonic jets and man-made satellites. But what about time- 
less classics like ROBINSON CRUSOE, HANS BRINKER, GULLIVER’S TRAVELS, 
TREASURE ISLAND, or selections from MOBY DICK or Homer’s ILIAD and OD- 
YSSEY? 

What about the popular children’s fiction classics such as TOM SAWYER, 
BILLY WHISKERS, UNCLE TOM’S CABIN, the stories of HEIDE or JANE EYRE, 
THE CALL OF THE WILD, THUNDERHEAD, LADDIE or similar animal stories, 
the Booth Tarkington series or the O. Henry stories? What about wholesome fast 
moving action-packed adventure stories? What about interestingly written history, 
or biographies of our great American heroes? 

If you would like the missionaries’ children to have educational opportunities 
comparable to those which your own children enjoy, why don’t you write the C.I.M. 
at 4610 S. Woodlawn Ave., Chicago 15, Illinois and tell us what you would like to do 
about it? 











Field editor. 





eraduates, three will be going to America 
with their families this summer on fur- 
lough. Two anticipate first year high school 
The occasion was not without its dis- 
appointments. Of the five graduates, only 
3 had both parents present; one had only 
his father; the 5th member of the class had 
neither father nor mother present, they 
having found it impossible to arrange for 
the round trip of nearly 1200 kilometers. 
Another missionary father had planned 
to be present to witness his daughter’s part 
in the musical recital. The missionary 
mother had carefully packed a new dress 
for the occasion in the father’s suit case. 
At about mid-journey, the tie rod of the 
missionary carryall broke. As a conse- 
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quence, at the hour that the daughter was 
having her part in the program, the father 
was arriving back on his Mission station 
in a borrowed vehicle ... the new dress 
in his suit case! 

Following the program, the diesel engine 
powering the school light plant popped late 
into the night as the school board met for 
a final session and students packed for their 
trip home the following day. 

The next morning with the crack of 
dawn, excited confusion reigned. ‘Hurry 
up Uncle Glenn, come on, let’s go. I want 
to see my Mommy and Daddy tonight”. 

“Hey Bobby, where’s my other suit case, 
the one fastened shut with that leather 
belt? I can’t leave that here during va- 

(Continued on page 24) 





Personal... 


MESSAGES 





From Nyanga 

i Dear Christian friends: 

What has happened here at Nyanga? 
What is new and special? Sit down with 
us awhile and we will turn the pages of 

S our diary and find out. 

April 10—The dedication of our new ma- 
ternity hospital which was built with funds 
from the Belgian government. Kina Njindji, 

‘ one of our nurses, said in her part of the 
program: “Out of this house shall come 
those who will be teachers, those who will 
be pastors and evangelists, those who will 

be Christian village people and those who 

will give their tithe to the Lord.” 

April 14—The Ecole de Moniteur students 
gave an Easter program, which consisted of 

O Scripture reading and songs. It was en- 
joyed by all and especially the climax of 
the service when the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
by Handel was sung in Tshiluba. 

N April 17—We moved into the maternity 
hospital. .§ We thought we were all ready, 
but I overlooked one item and asked Sam 
to come over and weld it. Our expectant 

A mothers had heard that we were ready, so 
two of them were delivered in the labor 
room before the welding was finished in 
the delivery room. e 

April 18-21—African District Conference. 
The Lord blessed in abundance. Uncle 
Frank reports that this conference was a 
real victory won. (See his report on page 
18 of this issue. Ed.) 

: May 9-11—Sam went to Mukedi to do 

mechanical work. 

May 12—Glen Rocke arrived with the 
Banga panel which is to be stripped and 

- rebuilt for more usefulness. Uncle Frank 
and Glen took the Mutena Panel and went 
on their way to get the children at Kajjiji 

5 and to attend the school board meeting 

there. 

May 16—Frieda, Lodema and Amanda 
went to Tshikapa to meet Lois Slagle and 
Mary Hiebert at the airport. Report: 
“They look good and ready to work.” 








rom the 


May 17—A number of us went to Banga 
for dental work. The Kajiji children ar- 
rived safely at 8:30 am. After a breakfast 
at Anna’s house, Merle Kauffman was on 
his way to Mutena with the Dick and 
Schnell children. Glen and the boys stayed 
a few hours longer to help put the last 
bolts on the old Banga panel which had 
taken on the new look of a ‘Two-tone 1957 
Holiday Special”. The Africans comment- 
ed: “An affair of wonder. The machine 
that was dead was raised to life again.’ 
(We all think Sam and Merle did a fine job 
of making a practical light-duty pick-up 
truck from the old panel body.) 

May 14—Our Youth for Christ group had 
change of the C. E. program this evening 
in church. Already Y.F.C. has been a real 
blessing to those to whom they have min- 
istered. Pray for them. 

May 20—We thought it was dry season al- 
ready, but yesterday was a rainy day and 
today we had another big rain. I’m sure 
this is the last. The tubs and buckets that 
were set out caught the last drops of rain 
for the season. 

May 29-31—Sam went to Charlesville to 
do mechanical work. 

June 2—Sam and I went to Kakotshi for 
a regional church service. Twenty  souis 
came to accept Christ as their personal 
Saviour. We Praise the Lord! Pray for 
them. 

Is that all. Of course we have not told 
you everything. Our daily contacts with 
the Africans at work, school, dispensary, 
maternity, church, etc., with the Word of 
God needs your prayers. We are depending 
upon you to help us in this service of win- 
ning them for Christ and then leading them 
and instructing them in His Holy Word. 

Yours for the cause of Christ in Congo, 

Leona Entz. 


From Charlesville 
Dear Friends in the Homeland, 


“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us:” 





Gal. 3:13 . “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it 
is the gift of God.”_Eph. 2:8. 

Paul’s message to the Galatians is a real 
message to our African Christians today. 
False teachings are creeping in and only 
those who are firmly rooted and grounded 
in the Word of God remain true to His 
Word. The studies of Galatians and Ephes- 
ians prepared by our Mission proved to be 
a great blessing to our Christians in -the 
outstations this year. 

May 5-11 was the week set aside for 
special Bible Studies in the outstations. 
This was a joint project by the Bible School 
and the church at Charlesville. 

It was an excited day when 39 of us 
were waiting for the truck, borrowed from 
a commercial man at Mibalai, to go out 
into 10 different places to conduct Bible 
Studies for the adults and for the children. 
Our first stop was at Batubenga, where dea- 
con Badibanga Apaul and several students 
stayed to conduct the Bible studies. Next 
we came to Kabasele where Kuamba 
Charles and another group stayed. Then we 
went into the Tshialuhemba territory to 
Mbomo Mukoma, Kabeya Kahita and 
Tshialuhemba, where Rev. Glenn Rocke and 
Balahukai Isaac, one of our medical men, 
conducted Bible Studies together with the 
students. Balahukai is a graduate from our 
Bible School so he was qualified to serve 
them with the Word of God and also help 
them with their physical needs. The other 
five groups went on to the Kambabaie and 
Dilunda territories to serve in 5 other vil- 
lages, along the road to Tshikapa. By this 
time it was beginning to get dark and the 
truck was not in too good a condition. At 
every place the engine stopped and could 
only be started by pushing the truck. Need- 
less to say we were always happy that it 
would start again even if it meant for us 
to get down and push. However, three 
groups were unfortunate and had to spend 
the night in the path. Yet in all this we 

(Continued on next page) 


praise the Lord for giving us a safe journey 


and taking us to our destinations to carry’ 


out our plans. 


It was a joy to spend another week living 
in an African home together with a Congo- 
lese girl. The fellowship and hospitality 
enjoyed draws us closer together in the 
Lord. Besides the Bible studies, the eve- 
nings were spent outside with the Christians 
either talking about some Bible Truth or 
singing Gospel hymns. The students us- 
ually gathered the children and taught them 
choruses. It was a joy to see the progress 
the children were making in learning the 
choruses, in a day or two they came around 
singing, “I’ve decided to follow Jesus”, 
This was our theme song and greatly loved 
by all. Further, some witnessed this mes- 
sage as their experience in life. We hope 
that as a result of our efforts many more 
will experience this victory in life. 


The experiences of the groups varies. In 
some places the children have had a good 
education and it is not difficult to carry on 
a full program of Bible studies for them. 
Again at other places the children have 
had so little education that there is little 
response and it is really difficult for the 
students to carry out the assigned task. 


The supervisors teaching the Bible studies 
in the books of Galatians and Ephesians had 
similar experiences. In some places the 
Christians set aside all work and fully co- 
operated with the program of two Bible 
studies a day. At all places there were 
some Christians who followed the course 
of studies and also took the examinations 
at the end. In other places there were in- 
terferences and the plans could not entirely 
be carried out. 


This contact of the leaders and students 
with those in the outstations has given us 
a new vision of the need in our territory. 
We realize the need of asking the evan- 
gelists to come to the station for a month 
or if possible for 4 months of instruction 
and Bible Study. The Lord willing we 
hope to start such a special course of train- 
ing for them in July. Will you please pray 
for us as we together with the African 
leaders prepare to help them serve the Lord 
better in the outstations. 
in His 


Yours Service, — 


Tina Quiring. 
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From Mukedi 


Dear Christian friends, 

“A great door and effectual is open . . 
and there are many adversaries.” I Cor. 16:9. 

We are near the end of our first term of 
service for Christ in Congo. Now, as when 
we first came, our aim is to proclaim Christ 
and to help establish His church. 

For you who have been faithfully remem- 
bering us in prayer and financing this mis- 
sionary enterprise, we want to report con- 
tinued blessings, continuing results and a 
continual increase of church leadership re- 
sponsibility among the native Christians. To 
be more specific let us note a few examples. 
The effectual open door 

This year for the first time we have a 
native chairman for our weekly church coun- 
cil meetings. At Easter time we had our first 
regional church conference not held on the 
station. We are increasing the number cf 
villages for baptism away from Mukedi ar 
are also planning weddings away from Mu- 
kedi in outposts such as Matshi and Kitombe. 
The natives request that our assistant pastor 
be released from teaching duties in Bible 
School to visit our outstations. 

A site has been chosen for expansion in 
our northern area with hopes of locating a 
native there in the near future to hold the 
fort till some missionary personnel can be 
found to locate there permanently. How soon 
can we enter this effectual open door? 

For years already there has been talk of a 
girls’ school with stress on home-making. 
The government is now urging this kind of 
work and is interested in helping - such 
schools get started. Can we enter this ef- 
fectual door or must we let this door close 
en us for lack of funds and personnel? 

And There Are Many Adversaries 

Some adversaries we face are the strong 
hold of satan on new believers. Some have 
Christian parents but many more have gen- 
erations of heathen background and no en- 
couragement in their homes to help. their 
spiritual growth. When their friends tempt 
them to indulge in sinful practices they often 
disappoint us by reverting to their former 
sinful ways. They need our prayers and en- 
couragement. 

The available literature in Kipende is lim- 
ited to a mere armful of books and tracts. We 
are teaching these people to read but are not 
supplying reading material as we ought. 
Everyone of us has a full time job of some- 
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thing else to do so this opportunity, 
need is left ignored to a large extent. 

In our two year teachers’ training school 
we have over half of the students drop out 
before the end of their second year. One 
might call this discouragement another ad- 
versary. 


this 


Because we have adversaries the provi- 
dence of God is more real to us. Because we 


have adversaries we are challenged to go> 


forth and overcome them. Because we have 
adversaries we are dependent on wisdom 
and strength greater than we have of our- 
selves. 

Pray that we may be faithful in using the 
many open doors of opportunity for making 
Christ known. Pray that we may be effectu- 
al in our struggle against many adversaries. 

Very sincerely, 
Ellis and Edna Gerber. 


——— 


From Banga 
Dear readers, 


“Many, oh Lord, are Thy wonderful 
works—” Psalm 40:5. God has truly been 
merciful to us. While it was nice to be 
home in America on _ furlough and see 
loved ones and friends, it is good to be 
back home again in Congo. 

God so wonderfully healed both Levi and 
me while we were in the U. S. We can- 
not cease to praise Him for it. He is with 
us daily and is giving us the necessary 
strength. We learned many lessons 
which I trust we will not soon forget. 

Work is going on as usual here at Banga. 
I have found great joy working at the medi- 
cal and among the women. We have had 
much sickness during this change of sea- 
sons. There have been many babies and 
small children very ill. We have a well 
trained African nurse who handles much 
responsibility. It is seldom that he calls 
me for anything at night. He has called 
me twice in the last week which is un- 
usual. Last night he sent word for me to 
come see a baby. When I got to the dis- 
pensary I found a baby about one year old 
at the very point of death. Its whole body 
was cold and now and then it was gasping 
for air. Its heart was hardly ticking and 
the eyes were rolled back. Andrew, the 
nurse, had already given it a heart stimu- 
lent. After a few minutes, when it didn’t 
seem to rally, I told the people standing 
around that the only one who could help 


too 
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was God, and that we would pray. Then 
Andrew prayed in the tribal language. 
While he was praying the mother arrived. 
Afterwards she took the baby and sat down. 
It was only after she arrived that we found 
out the trouble. About six in the evening 
she had, according to tribal custom, given 
the child an enema—this time with tobacco 
juice!!! It seems the child passed out after 
that. Can it be any wonder? A few min- 
utes after we prayed the child became con- 
scious and began to cry. His heart beat 
became strong. When I left I told them to 
bring the baby in again this morning. I 
didn’t know what to do for it but God did. 
Surely He is the One Who healed. I trust 
the incident will speak to the unsaved par- 
ents and that they will give God the glory 
for the living child. Pray for our medical 
work. 
Sincerely in Him, 
Eudene Keidel. 





From Mutena 
Dear friends, 

Since the Schmidts came here the building 
program has been booming. As for the new- 
lyweds, things seem to be going fine. At least 
Loyal hasn’t had to use his new dog house 
he got as a wedding present. They just mov- 
ed in the new house last week and Lois 
Slagle is getting settled in her house. Loyal 
has been busy teaching in the Industrial Arts 
school and in supervising the building pro- 
gram. 

We have approximately 40 men working 
on the building program now. Work is going 
well on the new Bible School building. It is a 
permanent two room building made of ce- 
ment block. The walls are up and most of 
the roof is on. The Industrial school boys 
are busy making desks for the Bible school. 

Several of the workmen are making ce- 
ment blocks for two new teachers’ houses. 
They are to be permanent buildings. Some of 
the workmen are making sun dried brick for 
two teachers’ houses and two new girls’ dor- 
mitories. Another crew is cutting grass for 
the roofs of the semi-permanent dormitories. 
The rest of the workmen are putting the 
grass on the roof of the new workshop for 
the Industrial School. It is a large grass roof 
supported on poles. 

In the shop the carpenters have been mak- 
ing cupboards and doors for the new house. 
We are very short of lumber. All the lumber 
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we get is hand sawn and it takes a long time. 


to get an order in. 
Yours truly, 
Merle Kauffman. 





Mary Hiebert, R.N. canine! ak ee 
i Evangelical Mennon- 
ite Brethren Church 
of Steinbach, Mani- 
toba. 

RN. degree from 
Grace Hospital, Win- 
nipeg, Manitoba, Can. 

Arrivedonthe field 
for first term the 
middle of May, 1957. 





First Impressions: 

‘“And the Lord, He it is that doth go 
before thee, He will not fail thee nor for- 
sake thee; fear not, neither be dismayed.’ ” 
Deut. 31:8. 


God’s promises never fail. I have again 
experienced His faithfulness. I was aware 
of His presence on my journey from the 
time I left home until I reached my desti- 
nation. I know that He will not forsake 
me as I study the Tshiluba language in 
preparation for the work that He has called 
me to do. 

The reception that a new missionary re- 
ceives here is truly heartwarming and en- 
couraging. The letters of welcome from the 
missionaries in the Congo do much to make 
one feel as one of the C.I.M. family. May 
God reward each one of you for your kind- 
ness shown. The Christian Africans, too, 
have extended their welcome in their musi- 
eal language. I like their method of hand- 
shake, signifying humbleness as they place 
their left hand on their right forearm. 


The first impressions of the medical work 
remind me of the boy with the few loaves 
and fishes. Unless the boy had given his 
all, the multitude could not have been. fed. 
Likewise, in the dispensary and other medi- 
cal work; were it is not for the consecrated 
Christian, who daily submits all to the Lord, 
it would not be as it is today. I have had 
to think of early missionaries who blazed 
the trail through trials and disappointments. 
When I see the rapt attention of the out- 
patients as the evangelist expounds the Word 
of God, I wonder just what the outcome 
will be. We have the promise that, ‘God’s 
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word will not return void!’ Although the 
setup is quite different from any medical 


“ work at home, I am looking forward to the 


time when I will be able to assist. 


The singing in the African church is like 
joyful music. As yet I am content to know 
the familiar melody and thus receive a 
blessing, but there is an added blessing as 
I observe their wholehearted participation 
in congregational singing. Little tykes in 
their mother’s arms will imitate the song 
leader like any youngster in the homeland. 
At one of our stations, the African youth 
have organized a thriving Youth for Christ 
under the leadership of one of their mis- 
sionaries. The song of the Christian is so 
vastly different from the wierd shouting 
and singing with their dull drumbeating 
that I have heard in the neighboring village. 


Nature at this time is suffering from the 
African winter. The dry season has come 
when nights are cool in spite of the hot 
noon hours. The deep green of the grass 
and leaves is fading. Grass fires are com- 
mon, so that the loud crackling can be 
heard from a distance. At times the air 
is heavy with smoke. Some rivers are low 
and muddy. Quite frequently we can see 
hippos sunbathing on the sandbars. I am 
still in the habit of counting lizards as 
they crawl on the ceiling in search for in- 
sects. That is nature’s fly swatter! They 
must not be frightened, lest they lose their 
tail. 


Making a tour through a village, one sees 
the distinct difference between a Christian 
home and a heathen home. The surround- 
ings are kept neat and clean, furniture is 
being used in some homes, and curtains 
hang at the windows, whereas, the latter 
reveals unpleasantness and sin. No _ less 
than thirty children followed us, holding on 
to our hands and skirts. The children have 
been rightly called Chocolate Buds. 


As I see the need in the field white unto 
harvest, my heart cries out to God that my 
vision will remain clear in the face of op- 
position and obstacles. “If God be for us, 
who can be against us?” My prayer is 
that many souls will hear of Christ and 
receive salvation as God works in me and 
through me. Phil. 4:13, “I can do all things 


’ through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 


For Christ in Congo, 
Mary Hiebert. 
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Back Home at Mutena Station 





Mutena via Tshikapa 
Congo Belge, Africa 
May 29, 1957 
Dear Friends at Home, 

Again through the protecting care of our 
Father, we have reached the shores of 
Congo. With the exception of the first two 
days, our voyage was a pleasant one. We 
struck rough water before we had a chance 
to acquire our “sea legs’; as a result both 
Mary Hiebert and I fell victims to sea sick- 
ness. 

In the port town of Matadi, we enjoyed 
the kind hospitality of the Swedish Mission. 
Our stay with them, while going through 
customs with our baggage will not soon be 
forgotten. In Leopoldville, our next stop, 
Bob and Mabel Bontrager so graciously en- 
tertained us in their home. 


Now we are back at our station and it is 
time to take our place in the rank of C.I.M. 
missionaries. In just one year the changes 
have been many and far reaching. I find 
myself faced with the necessity of making 
new adjustments to keep in step. 

With the promise that God gave me be- 
fore I left the States, I am ready to do 
His will. His words, “Fear not, I will 
help thee”, are sufficient for me. If He 
will help me, need I have any fear? I 
am counting on your prayers! 

Sincerely, 
Lois Slagle. 
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Wilmer Sprunger 

Member of First 
Mennonite Church at 
Wadsworth, Ohio, 

Son of mission- 
aries, Rev. and Mrs. 
Vernon J. Sprunger, 

Attended Bluffton 
College, Bluffton, 
Ohio, and received 
B.S. degree in Indus- 
trial Arts from Bethel College, North New- 
ton, Kansas. 


Sailed for the field on June 15, to begin 
his I-W service at Mutena station. 





Testimony: 


“Having been born in Congo to missionary 
parents and lived there most of my life it 
seems natural to return there in a way but I 
go with a different perspective this time be- 
ing sent for specific service and not going 
just as a ‘missionary kid.’ Being ‘born again’ 
a child of God and having ‘searched the 
Scriptures’ for the answer to some of life’s 
problems I can say that the ‘Love of Christ 
constraineth me” to bear testimony to oth- 
ers of Christ’s redeeming love for them.” 


Margaret Friesen, 
R.N. 

Member of the 
Evangelical Mennon- 
ite Brethren Church 
of Abbotsford, B.C., 
Canada. 

R.N. degree from 
Royal Columbian 
Hospital School of 
Nursing. 

Post Graduate course in obstetrics at Chi- 
cago Lying-In Hospital. 

Attended Grace Bible Institute. 


Testimony: 


“ ‘Faithful is He that calleth, who will al- 
so do it.’ I do praise the Lord for the joy He 
has given to go forth to the regions beyond 
in obedience to His command. It is not only 
our duty but our privilege to go in Christ’s 
stead to give forth the message of salvation. 
It is my sincere prayer that I may be found 
faithful to the calling that has been entrust- 
ed to me.” 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Is the “Congo Church” simply a name for 
unrelated professors of the Faith scattered 
in widely separated African villages, or is 
it an organized fellowship whose members, 
have a sense of “belonging”? If the for- 
eign missionary were forced to withdraw 
would the “church” gradually disintegrate 
and be dissolved in a reversion to pagan- 
ism, or would organized leadership keep the 
church intact and enable it to face victor- 
iously the grave problems imposed ypon it? 
Folks who have supported the work of 
Congo missions through the years deserve 
an honest answer to these questions. It is 
for this reason that we have prepared an 
issue dedicated to the Congo church and 
have endeavored to paint an interesting 
clear picture of its organization in action. 

The constitution of the Congo Inland Mis- 
sion states that the Church of Christ in 
Congo as it exists in our area of labor is 
made up of: 

A. Local village groups of believers 
(village churches) shepherded by their resi- 
dent evangelists. 

B. These local groups are periodically 
gathered into regional centers for services 
of inspiration, instruction and communion 
under the supervision of itinerating region- 
al overseers and (or) pastors. These combined 
fellowships are called regional churches. 

C. The combined regional churches com- 
prise the district (station area) churches 
throughout the C.I.M. 

D. ‘These district churches are represent- 
ed by selected delegates at an annual mis- 
sion-wide African general church confer- 
ence where a week is spent in Bible study 
and the discussion of common problems. 


Village Churches (see “A” above) 

The African evangelist-teachers living in 
the villages render their respective village 
communities a service similar to that of the 
“village parson” of early American history. 
He is the preacher on Sunday and the 
schoolmaster during the week. Because the 
villages are small and the people are poor, 
it is necessary that he farm or have a part 
time occupation to supplement his meager 
Sunday offerings, to secure a living wage. 
His accumulated Sunday offerings are gath- 
ered by the station church leaders and re- 
distributed each three months as the evan- 
gelist-teachers’ pay. In this way the evan- 
selist who was recently placed in a village 
and has few or no Christians will receive 
a salary which compares favorably with the 
man who shepherds a large flock and has 
consequently accumulated a substantial sum. 
Also records can be kept of total church 
giving and it can be clearly determined 
when total giving has improved sufficiently 
that additional evangelists can be support- 
ed and sent into yet unoccupied villages. 


Village believers have numerous tempta- 
tions unknown to the average Christian in 
the homeland. They have no radios, no 
Bible Conferences, or revival meetings, and 
there is little literature available for those 
who are able to read. Their only source 
of spiritual nurture and counsel is the evan- 
gelist-teacher—and he has no Doctor of Di- 
vinity degree. For this reason it is ex- 
pedient that the village Christian have op- 
portunity for the spiritual counsel of their 
more capable church leaders and to partake 
of communion at least three times each 

(Continued next page) 


THE EMERGING NATION-WIDE CONGO CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 


The Congo Protestant Council is an ex- 
ample of interdenominational cooperation 
which is unique in the history of modern 
missions, Its function is primarily political, 
ei, presentng a united protestant front in 
relations with government. The Congo 
church has not been plagued with the di- 
visive schisms of American protestantism. 
The approximately 40 member missions main- 
tain a well staffed office in the big capital 
city of Leopoldville. Delegates from mem- 


ber missions (including African represent- 
ation at this year’s conference) meet an- 
nually to discuss problems related to the 
government and to make plans which will 
facilitate progress in the many phases of 
the colony-wide program of protestant mis- 
sions. Our African Christians are coming 
to realize that they are not simply mem- 
bers of a local mission church, but of a 
powerful nation-wide body—the Church of 
Christ in Congo. 


Inasmuch as the C.I.M. area is divided 
into eight station areas, there are eight dis- 
trict churches. An annual highlight of our 
African church is the ‘District Church Con- 
ference” (held for the first time this year) 
‘conducted simultaneously by the eight dis- 
trict churches about Easter. The confer- 
. ence is held at one of the regional church 
Delegates present at Mutena District centers and is attended by delegates sent 

Conference from each of the regional churches. The 
purpose of this conference as stated in the 
Congo Church Constitution, is “for fellow- 
ship with Christians from other areas, to 
glorify God and to study His Word, and to 
judge problems and discuss plans that will 
strengthen the church. 

(Continued on page 20) 





year. This brings us to the matter of 


Regional Churches (see “B” Page 17) 
It would be impossible for the limited 


number of ordained’ African assistant pas- 
tor and missionary personnel to visit each 
of the more than 500 village churches three 
times annually. For this reason a larger 
centrally-located village is chosen as a The 
regional church center, at which the pastor 
or missionary and Christians of surrounding 
villages met periodically according to pre- 
arranged schedule. An assistant pastor or 
church leader called an “overseer” lives at 
the regional church center and ‘“over-sees” 
the welfare of the evangelist-teachers and 
their respective groups of believers. The 
total of these regional areas (generally 5-9 
in number) comprise the total area for 
which a given mission station is respon- 
sible. The total of the regional churches 
go together to form the 


District (entire station-area) Church (see 


“C” Page 17) 
Every three months the overseers of the 


‘various regional churches meet with the 
district church leaders (assistant pastors, 
elders and the missionary responsible for 
this phase of mission work) generally at 
the mission station. They bring the offer- 
ings which have been gathered by their 
respective evangelist-teachers. They bring 
problems which they were unable to solve, 
or which affect church policy. These are 
discussed, and necessary rules are adopted: 
Teacher-evangelists are exchanged or placed 
in new villages as is advisable. The 
combined offerings are redivided between 
the overseers, each returning with his por- 
tion to pay as salaries to the men under 
him. 


Assistant chairman, secretary and 
chairman of Banga District Conferenc 


The District Church functions as an in- 
dependent unit having its own elected of- 
ficers and counselling committee. None of 
these offices may be filled by the mission- 
ary. The quarterly meetings of the regional 
church leaders (overseers) are in charge of 
the district church chairman. Minutes are 
kept by the secretary. 
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Part of delegates in session at 
Charlesville District Conference 


Following are a number of reports of the District Church Conferences 
held in each of our eight station areas simultaneously 


on April 18-21, 1957 


KAMAYALA DISTRICT CHURCH 
CONFERENCE 
as reported by Mary Miller 


On Good Friday Mr. Jantzen. three pas- 
tors, another delegate and myself left after 
an early dinner to attend our first district 
conference at a regional post about 34 miles 
north of our station. Here several weeks 
were spent in preparation. Beds had to be 
made, and food and houses prepared for 
the many visitors and delegates who would 
attend. 


We were hardly settled when we had a 
heavy rain which made our first service of 
the conference rather late in starting. How- 
ever the church was crowded with people, 
many of them having walked many many 
weary miles in the hot sun to get here. The 
chairman of the conference was the first 
speaker bringing us a message on the “Suf- 
ferings of Christ before the Cross”. 


Saturday morning’s first message was by 
one of the pastors who spoke on “The 
Death of Christ”. ‘The rest of the morning 
was spent in electing officers for next 
year’s conference and in discussion centered 
around the subject, “What can we do in 
order to have our African Church become 
a strong, growing church.” Many different 
phases of the work were discussed, such as 
the taking of child-wives, polygamy, tith- 
ing and so on. At 2:30 p.m. another pastor 


CONFERENCE 


spoke on “Christ’s Last Command to His 
Disciples”, after which delegates were 
chosen to attend the general church con- 
ference to be held at Charlesville in June. 
At 4:30 we listened to a message on 
‘Evangelism”. 

After the 8:30 a.m. Sunday School class 
on Sunday morning, Rev. Jantzen spoke on 
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“The Resurrection of Christ”. The church 
was crowded with eager listeners. After 
the service we went with the pastors, and 
a delegate to a village a number of miles 
further north. Here we were called to 
witness the burning of idols and witch- 
craft. The chief of the village accepted 
Christ as his Saviour but when his wife 
became ill, he returned to his idols and 
witch-craft for help. Then God spoke to his 
heart, he returned to the Lord who forgave 
his sins and now he wanted to publicly con- 
fess Christ by burning his idols and witch- 
craft. After giving his testimony he went 
to bring the things he wanted to burn. 
There was a great assortment of articles 
such as the back-bone of a fish, chicken 
bones, feathers, red and white clay, leopard 
teeth and claws, odd pieces of animal fur, 
all of which were used in making heathen 
medicine. There were images of a man. 
woman and child, also of a snake coiled 
ready to strike, all made from clay. He 
also had an image of the virgin Mary 
carved from wood for which he had paid 
the priest twenty francs. Now all were to 
be burned. An old gray-haired woman was 
present who had accepted the Lord too, but 
she was hindered from making a public 
testimony by other women who. reminded 
her that the owner of the gods might poison 
or kill her if she destroyed them. She 
finally rose and left the service. We prayed 
that she would return, and rejoiced when 
she later came carrying two large baskets 
filled with idols and charms. They were 
all burned on a grass bonfire and we then 
gathered round and prayed God to protect 
and care for these two souls and use them 
to win others for Him. 


As the conference closed we were thrilled 
at the way the Lord was working in the 
hearts and lives of these people. A great 
victory had been won for Christ. At this 
conference there were over fifteen village 
chiefs who have been saved and who are 
living for the Lord. We thank God for the 
lives which have been changed by His 
power, and are trusting Him to save many 
others before it is too late. 

(Continued On page 22) 
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Ordination 
ceremony for 
three pastoral 

candidates. 


Women’s 
drama: Mary 
and Martha at 

Jesus’ feet 


Bible Study: 
Victorious life 
series, with 
Allan Wiebe 


Dinner is on 


Open-air dining hall 


The 

General 

Chureh 
Conference 


The General Church (see “D” page 17) 


The eight district churches comprise the 
General Church of the C.I.M. Each dis- 
trict sends its chosen delegates (including 
one missionary) to the annual General 
Church Conference which is held at one of 
the mission stations generally during the 
month of June. Each district church sec- 
retary is to bring a report of the activities 
and decisions of his district church con- 
ference. The annual General Conference is 
of historic importance as it is the highest 
governing body in the C.I.M. church in 
Congo. The most knotty problems are dis- 
cussed. The most weighty decisions are 
made. Though missionaries are invited to 
lead in certain sessions of Bible study, they 
are sent as delegates of the district church- 
es and hold equal voting power with Afri- 
can delegates. It was gratifying to note at 
this year’s conference just closed, the diplo- 
matic and thorough way in which potential- 
ly explosive problems were handled. Noth- 
ing was permitted to harm the spiritual tone 
of the conference. The missionary dele- 
gates remark on the great strides of progress 
made in the assuming of leadership and the 
efficient handling of. conference business 
within the last five years. 


Here is a problem which was presented 
at this year’s conference which demon- 
strates the power .of the conference body. 
At a district church conference there was 


Today’s menu: manioc mush, 
rice, goat or pig meat, beans 





















































the discussion of how ordained pastors could 
be found who could shepherd the regional 
churches. It was proposed that a couple 
of senior elders who had been serving at 
the mission station for years, should be 
ordained and transferred to the village 
regional centers to pastor the churches. The 
elders were not willing to make the sacri- 
fices, suggesting that their years of service 
should warrant them a permanent com- 
fortable position on the station. Inasmuch 
as the District Conference could find no 
solution, the loaded question was clothed in 
the simple garb of “How shall we find 
pastors to shepherd our regional church- 
es?” and presented to the unsuspecting 
body of delegates at the general conference. 
The elders were called to present their ar- 
guments and saw that their attitude carried 
with it grave implications. The chairman 
diplomatically tabled the matter giving 
them opportunity to remember their testi- 
monies and to weigh carefully their atti- 
tudes. Then at the final discussion period 
of the conference the problem was intro- 
duced, and they were diplomatically in- 
formed that an elder who is unwilling to 
go where the conference body recommends 
is questionably worthy the office of elder, 
much less pastor. They could not be per- 
mitted to hinder the progress of the church, 
and unless it were possible for them to 
meet the demands of consecration required 
in the Word of God, others would have to 
be found to take their places. Such a de- 
cision put their spiritual standing in sud- 
den grave jeopardy, and demanded a radi- 
cal re-evaluation of their convictions. They 
changed their minds. Plans for their ordi- 
nation were tabled. 


The Congo Church has no monopoly on 
such methods of discipline, in case gov- 
erning bodies of our American churches are 
interested. 


Delegate’s sleeping quarters 


CONDENSED CONFERENCE 
PROGRAM 


Charlesville, June 5-9 


Conference Theme: The Proper Standard 
(pattern) of the Christian. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 6— 

8:30 a.m. Bible Study: Lessons on the Vic- 
torious Life—A. Wiebe. 

9:30 a.m. “Do we have the proper standard 
in our life of faith?” Mukedi delegate. 

10:30 am. “Does our Church have the pro- 
per standard?” Panel discussion led by 
F. J. Enns. How deep are the roots of 
the Congo church? Mat. 16:18. We are 
growing, but lose 5 of every 11 new 
communicants. Let us like John and 
James, seek to mend the nets. Mat. 
4:27. 

2:30 p.m. Roll call. Election of new con- 
ference officers. 

3:00 p.m. Floor Discussion. How to es- 
tablish a relief fund to help needy 
churches in time of crisis. How to find 
pastors for our regional churches. 

7:00 p.m. Report of the recent meeting of 
the Congo ‘Protestant Council at Leo- 
poldville. “Kazadi Matthew. 

7:45 p.m. Evangelistic Service. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 7— 

8:30 am. Lessons on the Victorious Life— 
A. Wiebe. . 

9:30 am. “Do our schools have the proper 
standard?” Panel discussion led by F. 
J. Enns. A school program can only be 
justified in that it furthers the work of 
the church. 

10:30 Floor discussion. 

2:00 p.m. Panel discussion:, “Does our 
family life have the proper standard?” 
Chearlesville delegate. 

3:00 p.m. Floor discussion. 

7:00 p.m. Service in charge of African 


(Continued on page 30) 
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NYANGA DISTRICT CHURCH 


CONFERENCE 
As reported by Frank Enns 


The District Conference of. the Nyanga 
area convened in the afternoon of the 18th 
of April in the beautiful stone church of the 
group of villages near the Kasai river. It 
was the first conference of its kind. There 
was an air of expectancy. Interest was good, 
and it was maintained through all the three 
and a half days of conference. At several ses- 
sions there were overflowing audiences. 


On the front wall the motto of the Confer- 
ence was spelled out in large letters: FUBI- 
DIDIENU, meaning, Be Faithful. The chair- 
man opened the Conference with remarks on 
the motto and the conference verse: Hold 
Fast Till I Come. Rev. 5:25. Messages were 
given on Faithfulness: 1) in attending church 
services, 2) in reading the Bible, 3) in giv- 
ing, 4) in Christian marriage. Each message 
was followed by a panel discussion. 

What you write on wet cement, said the 
speaker on faithfulness in Bible reading, 
cannot be erased. In the same way impres- 
sicns you get from reading the Bible will 
remain with you. 

Speaking on Malachi 3:10, Makopo Charles 
holding high a hoe and a corn knife, asked 
if the two tools would build the church. Then 
he went on to show how they were used to 
cut down the forest and hoe the fields that 
produce the crops. From a dish he introduced: 
products of the field with the question for 
each, will this build the church? First was 
the manioc root with the remark: “Nine for 
you and one to build the church.” Next was 
an ear of corn. Then followed hot peppers, 
beans in pods, palm nuts, and millet. The 
panel discussion that followed stressed tith- 
ing. One used a proverb: Kuhana kudi ku- 
sueka (To give is to save). : 

In a discussion on the sacredness of a Chris- 
tian marriage one stressed the need of prayer 
and the forgiving spirit in the home. If a 
marriage was not patched up again and 
again, he said, it would suffer the fate of the 
house that falls down in ruins when the 
roof is not continually patched to keep out 
the rain. 

It being Passion Week several messages 
centered on the main events of the week. The 
first was on the triumphal entry of Christ 
into Jerusalem. To bring vividly before his 
audience the joy and devotion manifested on 
that day the speaker waved a branch and 
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brought out a garment thrown in the way, 
which in this case was a shirt. He brought 
out effectively that as Christ had need of 
the colt, so he has need of our hearts. He 
wants them all his own. 

Decisions on important matters were 
reached. Church councils are to be set up in 
the different regions where that has not yet 
keen done. They are to Lave monthly meet- 
ings at which they also open the church 
boxes and send the money to the church bu- 
reau. The Christmas programs are to be held 
simultaneously in the different regions so as 
to make it possible for those employed to at- 


tend, as that is the day they have off. Com- 


munion cups are to be purchased so the dif- 
ferent regions can have their own. Two as- 
sistant pastors are to be installed at the com- 
ing General Conference: Bonge Jean, the In- 
stitut Biblique graduate who has charge of 
our Batshoke work, and Kimbanji Isaac, one 
of our overseers. The conference next year is 
to be held at the large village of Tshingila, 
24 miles south-west of Nyanga station. Also 
questions of discipline were brought up. 
What shall we do with those who do not help 
in the work of the Lord? Admonish them 
and pray for them, was the answer decided 
cn. What shall we do with the church mem- 
ber who does not attend worship service 
nor help with the offerings. To this the an- 
swer was: Admonish him, and if he refs 
the counseling of the church committee, dis- 
miss him as a member. 

The Kasai church took care of the guests 
in a very satisfactory manner. Meat and 
cther foods were abundantly provided. The 
only help the church asked for was eight 
dellars from their collection money for 
things they had to buy. Delegates to the 
conference came by foot or bicycle, some 
all the way, others till the mission station 
from where the mission truck was hired for 
the last 14 miles. There was argument as to 
who would pay the cost. Since there was no 
charge for board it seemed reasonable that 
the individuals would be willing to chip in 
on the trip. But that was not the case. When 
Sunday a group of Youth for Christ people 
arrived who each individually had helped to 
pay the car expenses the deadlock was brok- 
en, and at least a few of the delegates gave 
something towards the trip. 

The Conference had something for all. Spe- 
cial programs were given: one by children, 
others by youth, and women. The overseers 
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gave reports of the work in the different re- 
gions. Communion services were held Sunday 
afternoon, and pictures of Christ’s suffering 
projected on a screen that evening brought 
the conference to a close. For many it had 
been a great and strengthening Christian 
experience. 


May 17, 1957. Ryde Bans) 


MUTENA DISTRICT CHURCH 


CONFERENCE 
As reported by Elmer Dick 


The first regional church conference of 
Mutena is history. The conference opened 
with a praise and prayer service 7:00 P.M., 
April 18 and came to a grand climax with 
a communion service Sunday afternoon and 
an appropriate Easter Sunday evening. 

For me the entire conference was a 
mountain top experience and proved to me 
that our African brethren can very ably 
administrate their own church affairs. 

The program of the conference was work- 
ed out entirely by the African committee 
in charge and was carried through without 
a single alteration. They had chosen as 
their theme “What can WE do for the 
Church in the Congo?” All of the messages 
were directed toward the theme. I was 
thoroughly blessed as well as deeply im- 
pressed by the concreteness and maturity of 
thoughts that were expressed. 

The main speaker of the conference was 
pastor Kankonde Paul. His first text was 
Isa. 54:2, 3a; expressing the thought that 
we must enlarge our “tent” by reaching out 
in evangelism to the many that are lost, to 
the right and to the left—to the men and 
to the women. The theme of his second 
sermon was “If the Church of Christ is to 
go forward in the Congo we must be of 
one heart”. Acts 4:32—. Easter Sunday 
morning he emphasized “He hath done as 
He hath said” speaking of the assurance and 
victory that we can have because of the 
finished work of Christ. 

Teacher-evangelist, Kabala Isaak, spoke 
on “He that worketh with God shall be 
helped”. Prov. 10:4, We must give our- 
selves wholeheartedly to the work of the 
church. 

Evangelist Shidi Lazalo’s theme was “The 
Lord is long suffering to usward“. II Pet. 
4:9; It is all in the interest of our own 
good. 

Deacon Muabilai Banaba was assigned the 
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theme, “He is faithful,’ I Thess. 5:24; ‘Trust 
only in Him, He will never fail you”. 

The Sunday afternoon communion service 
was my obligation using the theme: “The 
cup—a symbol of suffering’. Matt. 26:27, 
28, 39, 42, 44; 20:22. 

It is usually at the business session where 
their immaturity of experience is most pre- 
eminent. Here again I was impressed by 
how ably they can conduct a business meet- 
ing and settle a difficult issue. Among the 
questions that were discussed wasS a very 
timely one, ‘‘What can we do for our aged 
workers who are no longer able to care 
for themselves?” After a period of discus- 
sion it was turned over to a committee of 
five representing each of our five districts. 
They came back with the recommendation 
that these be given half of the amount that 
the teacher-evangelists get. This to be taken 
from the African church treasury. Another 
question discussed was of immense propor- 
tions namely; “What can we do to help 
our church to grow.” The_ discussion 
branched off into many avenues of possibil- 
ity but were all very well controlled. When 
they finally entered into the avenue of fi- 
nances some of them expressed fear be- 
cause the load might become greater than 
they would be able to carry. But some of 
the more mature members of the conference 
managed even this angle very ably. 


This conference was held at our regional 
church at Tshiyamba. Regional directors, 
Mpanda Jean, again impressed us by his 
administrative abilities. All of the confer- 
ence guests which consisted of some 25 
delegates and 20 evangelists from the local 
area were entertained in groups in various 
Christian homes in the vicinity. The cash 
outlay for the conference expenses amounted 
to about $60 and is carried entirely by the 
church. The local evangelists assessed 
themselves as high as half of a month’s 
salary in order that this need might be met. 


‘The Director himself donated a large goat. 


Among the delegates present were three 
women. This was another “first” in our 
experience here. One of these women, 
Muleba Ana, commanded every one’s re- 
spect by the way she entered into the dis- 
cussions. 

Truly the Lord hath done great things 
among us these days. 


Sincerely in Him, E. J. Dick 
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CHARLESVILLE DISTRICT 


CHURCH CONFERENCE 
As reported by Harold Graber 


“Great is the Lord and greatly to» be 
praised.” The month of April found us 
busy in preparation for our first district 
church conference. It was held at our 
regional center, Mbau. A permanent church 
building of cement block has just been com- 
pleted there and will be dedicated the first 
Sunday of July. 

We feel our district conference was a 
real blessing and a step forward indigen- 
ously. Our area is divided into six dis- 
tricts. Five delegates from each district 
were present. The theme of our conference 
was “Consecrated lives of Christians in 
service to God” Romans 12:1-2. It was 
stressed that the work of the church is for 
the lay people as well as the church leaders. 
They discussed how Christians may help in 
the work. of the church. The delegates’ 
eyes were opened to the work of the church 
and they realized anew their responsibility. 
I believe they returned to their respective 
areas to convey that insight to their fellow 
believers. Pray for the growth of the Church 
of Christ in Congo. 

We had two weeks of rich blessings with 
the assistant pastor, Kabangu Thomas, from 
Tshikapa. He conducted one week of meet- 
ings on the station and another week of 
meetings in two church centers. His mes- 
sages were brief but they stirred hearts to 
realize their sinful condition and repent. 
Others came to know a closer walk with 
the Lord. 

Continue to pray for us that we may be 
clean vessels meet for the Master’s use. 

SCHOOL’S OUT 
(Continued from page 9) 
cation”. 

“Uncle Orve take good 
monkies during vacation. 


care of our 
If anything hap- 


Tanned youngsters dash here and there 
with armfuls of belongings. Various ve- 
hicles are backed up to the entrances of 
the school dorms. Missionary fathers are 
struggling to fit growing stacks of assorted 
boxes, trunks, sacks and parcels into pan- 
els, carryalls and sedans. 

A missionary parent’s voice is heard 
from a near-by window: “Johnny, how 
does it happen you have only shoes for 
your left foot? Come in here and divide 
things right with your roommate!” 

And from another direction a mother’s 
voice is heard lamenting: “However in the 
world any three girls could get so many ~ 
socks together that won’t pair up is more 
than Y’ll ever know!” 

And still another adult voice is raised in 
astonished tones: “Frankie, you don’t mean 
to tell me that you’ve been living in this 
room with that nest of hornets hanging 
under the window sill!” And comes the 
reply, “Why sure Mom! They are swell 
pets. Shucks they only stung us three or 
four times is all.” 

A car motor comes to life. 
baggage fills all corners. The missionary at 
the wheel smiles and says: ‘“I hope I can 
get home without blowing a tire or chang- 
ing a spring!” There is a last minute con- 
fusion of shouted messages; the last flurry 
of waved greetings and the first vehicle 
leaves the school grounds. Others will soon 
follow. By evening, the missionary teach- 
ers will be able to sit down, breathe a 
sigh of relief and relax a bit in the sud- 
den unaccustomed calm. But even as they 
relax, they will already be planning for 
the month of September when the students 
will gladly return. 

As for the missionary parents, they will 
bring their children to Ecole Belle Vue 
with the greatest gratitude in their hearts 
that there is a place where their children 
may be nurtured and instructed mentally, 


Springs sag; 


pened to them, who would we play with?” socially and spiritually . .. in Congo. 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
January-May, 1957 
General 
Missionary Specified 
Support Funds Annuities Totals 
JANUARN: tiie titsacia aces $14,030.58 $ 2,015.28 $ 16,045.86 
PEBRUAR A. at.c.treecccaeoe tact 14,619,82 1,710.51 . 16,330.33 
MAR CH cigA. dell see ese 19,758.01 10,452.93 $1,275.00 31,485.94 
APR IEICE eee eee 13,686.81 2,025.67 15,712.48 
MAY ied 2. See 13,574.01 12,752.34 26,326.35 
LALA | ee $75,669.23 $28,956.73 $ 1,275.00 $105,900.96 
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Lena Friesen, R.N. 
Member of Evan- 
gelical Mennonite 
Brethren Church of 
Jansen, Nebraska. 

Graduate of Moody 
Bible Institute. 

R. N. degree from 
Swedish Covenant 
School of Nursing, 

sa Chicago, Illinois. 

Returning to the field on July 28, for sec- 
ond term. 

Testimony: 

“*We are labourers together with God...’ 
I Cor. 3:8. As I think of returning to the 
Congo for a second term of service, I am 
made to realize again that my strength is 
only in Christ. 

“T am thankful for the many who have 
prayed faithfully for me in the past and now 
trust there will also be others who will have 
that same burden of prayer. We have the 
promise that His grace is sufficient for every 
need, and that He is ever faithful.” 





Charles Sprunger 

Member of the Ed- 
en Mennonite 
Church, Schwenks- 
ville, Pennsylvania. 

Son of mission- 
aries, Rev. and Mrs. 
Vernon J. Sprunger. 

B.S. degree from 
Bluffton College, 
Ohio. Attended Men- 
nonite Biblical Seminary in Chicago for 
three years. 

Leaving for Belgium on July 16, 1957, 
where he will spend one year studying the 
French language and taking the prescribed 
Colonial course for missionaries. 





Testimony: 

“The Lord hath done great things for us; 
whereof we are glad.’ Because of the love of 
God as shown in Jesus Christ and the sal- 
vation which we have through Him, we 
want to share this knowledge and experience. 
I trust God to use us toward this end and 
in nurturing those who are babes in Christ.” 
Geraldine Sprunger 

Member of the Eden Mennonite Church, 
Schwenksville, Pennsylvania. 

B.S. degree in Elementary Education from 
Bluffton College. . 
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Together with husband helped start Gen- 
eral Conference Mennonite Church in Mark- 
ham, Illinois. 

Leaving for Belgium on July 16, 1957, 
where she will spend one year studying the 
French language and taking the prescribed 
Colonial course for missionaries. 

Testimony: 

“ ‘Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.’ II Cor. 
5:17. What a wonderful message we have to 
share with others. As we go to the Congo to 
share this message I know the Lord goes 
before us. Our prayer is, ‘that in all things 
He might have the preeminence.’” Col, 1:18. 
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Arnold Regier . 

Member of Bethel Mennonite 
Mountain Lake, Minnesota. 

B.S. degree from College of Agriculture, 
University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minneso- 
ta. Attended Mennonite Biblical Seminary in 
Chicago. 

Leaving for Belgium on July 16, 1957, 
where he will spend one year studying the 
French language and taking the prescribed 
Colonial course for missionaries. From there 
he will proceed to Congo where he will be- 
gin the agricultural program. 

Testimony: 

“The words of the apostle Paul well ex- 
press my feelings as we look forward to 
serving our Master in the Belgian Congo. ‘I 
do not consider myself to have ‘arrived’ 
spiritually, nor do I consider myself already 
perfect. But I keep going on, grasping ever 
more firm'y that purpose for which Christ 
grasped me.” Phil. 3:12. 

Elaine Regier 

Member of Bethel Mennonite 
Mountain Lake, Minnesota. 

B.A. degree from Bethel College, North 
Newton, Kansas. 

(Continued 
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M.R.E. degree from Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary, Chicago, Illinois. 

Elementary school teacher for four years. 

Leaving for Belgium on July 16, 1957; to 
spend a year studying the French language. 

Testimony: 

“As we look forward to our new field of 
service for Christ, my prayer is, ‘Make me to 
know thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. 
Lead me in thy truth, and teach me, for thou 
art the God of my salvation.’ ” Psalm 25:4, 5. 
Abbie Harder 

Member of First Mennonite church, New- 
ton, Kansas. 

Attended Wheaton College, and received 
B.A. in Biblical Education from Columbia 
Bible College. 

Missionary among Hopi Indians in Arizona, 
and five years with her husband at Berean 
Academy, Elbing, Kansas. . 

Returning for second term. 

Testimony: 

“This, our first furlough, has been a most 
interesting experience. Every day has been 
filled to the brim with all kinds of activity. 
Most of all, we praise our Lord and Saviour 
for the privilege of telling our friends in the 
homeland about His work in Congo. 

“Now as we set our faces toward Africa, it 
is with JOY. PRAY that many’souls shall be 
saved and Christians go on in the things of 
the Lord. 

“We have claimed Isaiah 41:10, as God’s 
word to our own hearts as we go forth. ‘Fear 
thou not for I am with thee: be not dismay- 
ed, for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; 
yea, I will help thee; yea I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteousness.’ ” 





Waldo E. Harder 

Member of First Mennonite church, New- 
ton, Kansas. 

A.B. degree from Wheaton College, Wheat- 
on, Illinois. Th. M. degree from Columbia 
Bible College, Columbia, S.C., and M.S. in 
Education from Kansas State Teachers’ Col- 
lege, Emporia, Kansas. 
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Missionary among Hopi Indians in Arizona 
and superintendent of Berean Academy, Elb- 
ing, Kansas. 





Martini Janz 


Member of the Evangelical Mennonite 
Brethren Church of Steinbach, Manitoba, 
Canada. 

Attended Grace Bible Institute, Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

Returning to the field for second term. 

Testimony: 

“It was a real joy for us to come home on 
furlough last July after our first term in the 
Congo. Now that it is rapidly drawing to a 
close we are happy that we are almost ready 
to go back. It has been wonderful to see 
all our loved ones and friends again and to 
visit in the churches and homes of our con- 
stituency. Truly the Lord has blessed us and 
we trust that you will continue to intercede 
for us as’ we go to Belgium for French and 
then to the Congo in January. 

“As we return we feel that we know so 
much better what lies before us and realize 
anew the need for the intercessory prayers of 
God’s children on behalf of the work of C.I. 
M. in ‘Africa. I know also that Jesus has 
promised to do even more than we ask. ‘Now 
unto Him that is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us, 
unto Him be glory ... throughout all ages.’ 
Eph. 3:20, 21. Pray that this power may be 
manifest daily in my life as I labor for Him 
in Africa.” 

Arthur Janz 

Member of Evangelical Mennonite Breth- 
ren church of Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada. 

Graduate of Grace Bible Institute, Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

Pastor in Northern Michigan E.M.B. mis- 
sion church. 

Returning to the field for his second term. 

“‘For a great door and effectual is opened 
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unto me, and there are many adversaries.’ I 
Cor. 16:9. I feel that being a missionary in 


the Congo today is a wonderful privilege and 
that we have a special opportunity afforded 
te us because of the ‘great open door’. Know- 
ing the need of this land and knowing that 
there is much left to be done and much 
ground to be won for Christ in Congo, is 
what is calling us back.” 





Member of the Bethel Mennonite church, 
Inman, Kansas. 

Public school teacher for 12 years before 
going to field. 

B.A. degree from Bethel College, North 
Newton, Kansas. 

Returning to the field for third term of 
service, 

Testimony: 

“Oh give thanks unto the Lord .. 
known His deeds among the people.’ 

“The months, since our arrival in the States, 
have been filled with rich blessings. There 
were the reunions with loved ones from 
whom we had been separated for five years. 
There were the new friendships which were 
made through contacts in different communi- 
ties. There were the many opportunities for 
presenting to the home churches what the 
Lerd has wrought to His honor in the foreign 
field. And last, but not least, there were the 
times of spiritual refreshment as we were 
privileged to partake of the blessings of His 
Word through the ministry of dedicated 
servants of God. Yes, we give thanks unto 
the Lord. 

“But now our hearts yearn to be back 
among the people to whom the Lord has sent 
us. Many souls have been brought into the 
Kingdom, but there are yet many to whom 
we must make known his deeds, Salvation 
through the blood of Christ. We must help 
them to prepare for a life of service in the 
spirit of Christ. We covet your prayers for 


. make 
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grace to discharge this great responsibility.” 
Justina Neufeld 

Member of Bethel Mennonite church, In- 
man, Kansas. 

Public school teacher in Kansas for 11 
years before going to field. 

B.A. degree from Bethel College, 
Newton, Kansas. 

Returning to field for third term. 


North 





Gladys Buller 

Member of the Evangelical Mennonite 
Brethren church of Mountain Lake, Minneso- 
ta. 

A.A. degree from Bethel College, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, and B.R.E. degree from Grace 
Bible Institute, Omaha, Nebraska. 

Returning to the field for second term. 

Testimony of Rev. and Mrs. Buller: 

“In a sense leaving for a second term in the 
Congo is not as easy as was the first depart- 
ure. One term there has given us a small 
acquaintance with the bigness of the task to 
be accomplished and the difficulties and 
challenges lying ahead. And yet just because 
of this we are all the more anxious to re- 
turn. Our prayer is that we shall be faithful 
under God in helping to establish and 
strengthen His Church in the Belgian Congo, 
We return depending upon your prayers for 
us and the work. ‘For we have treasure in 
earthen vessels that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us.’” II 
Cor. 4:7. 

Peter W. Buller 

Member of the Evangelical Mennonite 
Brethren church of Mountain Lake, Minne- 
scta. 

Attended Moody Bible Institute. B.A. de- 
gree from Goshen College, Goshen, Indiana. 
S.T.B. degree from Biblical Seminary, New 
York, New York. 

Returning to field for second term as in- 
structor in Ecole de Moniteurs. 
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Birthdays... 


JULY 


Yvonne Sue Roth 


Miss Aganetha Friesen 


Laverna Joyce Dick 
Margaret Joy Loewen 
Kirsten Regier 

Miss Erma Birky 

Mr. Ellis Gerber 
Rev. Arthur Janz 
Jonathan Yoder 
Jeannette Buller 
Priscilla Ann Harder 


AUGUST 


25 
31 


Miss Sarah Dyck 


Mrs. Russell F. Schnell 


Mrs. Ellis Gerber 
Rev. Harold Graber 
Mr. Fremont Regier 
Miss Mabel Sauder 
Miss Lena Friesen 
Carolyn Ruth Harder 
Loren Ray Neufeld 
Keith Rocke 

Paul Edward Harder 
Timothy Harder 
Beverly Ann Ediger 
Janet Lorraine Wiebe 
Mrs. Elmer J. Dick 
Janelle Marie Diller 


SEPTEMBER 


6 

7 
18 
19 
21 
22 
24 
25 
27 


Carolyn Anne Graber 
Rev. Glenn Rocke 
Mrs. Emma Moser 
Mrs. Elmer Regier 
Russell Schnell, Jr. 
Mr. Roy O. Yoder 
Loren Dale Roth 
Miss Agnes Sprunger 
Mrs. Peter Buller 


OCTOBER 


Miss Irena Liechty 
Mrs. Harold Graber 
Bradley Dean Graber 
Emily Helene Graber 
Dr. John Zook 
David Glenn Rocke 
Cathy Regier 

Rev. Ben Eidse 

Mr. Loyal Schmidt 
Mr. Elmer Regier 
Robby Schwartz 
Mrs. Peter Falk 

Mrs. James Bertsche 


Of Our Missionaries and Their Children 


Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
c/o Arnold Regier, Mountain Lake, Minnesota 
Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
Kidron, Ohio. 

Steinbach, Manitoba, Caviada 

1270 East Allen Road, Tucson, Arizona 

Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 


28 rue du Chatelain, Brussels, Belgium 

Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
Kidron, Ohio 

Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Whitewater, Kansas 

Grabill, Indiana 

Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

c/o Rev. E. M. Rocke, 545 Mathis, Morton, Illinois 
Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa . 

c/o J. P. Fast, Box 386A, Dallas, Oregon 
Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

Mountain Lake, Minnesota 

Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 


Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 

545 Mathis, Morton, Illinois 

255 West Franklin Street, Berne, Indiana 

Ecole Belle Vue, Kajiji via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
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REPORT OF YOUTH FOR CHRIST IN 
CONGO 
By Lodema Short 

I want to tell you a little bit about the 
work we have started with our young people 
here-at Nyanga station. Elmer Dick and Ru- 
dolph Martens had presented the Youth for 
Christ work to the mission at the Charlesville 
conference last year and it was decided that 
each station try to start a nucleus until the 
next conference and then make reports. 

Just before the students went home for 
their Christmas vacation I felt led to speak 
to the third year class one day and prayed 
that if the Lord would give me one of that 
group as a helper I would go ahead. I did 
not tell them that but I did try to challenge 
them with the burden I had and said if any- 
one feels that God wants them to do work 
like that among Congo Youth they should 
come and speak to me personally. About a 
week went by and one of the best possibili- 
ties for leadership came to me and said he 
was interested. So I suggested that we both 
make it a matter for prayer during the 
Christmas vacation and we would depend 
upon His leading. During the vacation anoth- 
er one of the boys came and said he, too, was 
interested. He also said that when he started 
to study organ, about a year before, he prom- 
ised God that if He would help him to play 
hymns he would teach others to sing them 
and he would like to start keeping that 
promise. So I had two helpers. When vaca- 
tion was over and the first boy came back I 
suggested that we meet once a week just to 
pray about this work. In two weeks our or- 
ganization was moving. When I look back 
now all I can say is that it has been the 
Lord’s doing. We have 80 members and about 
40 more waiting to join. They chose the time 
of meeting — Sunday mornings after church 
and Sunday School. That is the time that al- 
ways worried us because all our young peo- 
ple would go up to the “Shopping Center” 
after church and we knew there were many 
things going on there that are not good. 

Now they spend that time in a Youth for 
Christ meeting which they plan and carry 
out entirely by themselves. Every Wednes- 
day evening after the regular church prayer 
service they have a prayer service of their 
own. It came out of the suggestion that oth- 
ers join our original prayer meeting of three 
and I had hoped there might be at least a 
dozen who would take this responsibility, but 
there are usually about 70 there. 
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We tried to make it attractive to Y.P., so 
we have four committees who take up the 
work. We have one on “Growth of Faith”. 
They make up the programs and push the 
Bikle reading program. Another is for 
“Evangelism”. They plan the activities for 
reaching others. So far they have started a 
children’s church here on the station, every 
other Sunday planned services in a village a 
few kilometers away when they have a def- 
inite Scripture memorizing program, and 
every other Sunday after the service here on 
the station they split into their groups and so 
to hold services at the dispensary and other 
places near Lere. One boy has started a Boys’ 
Club to reach the younger boys in school 
here from his own village. The third commit- 
tee is “Helping Others”. This is carrying 
wood and water for old people or sick who 
have no one to look after them, and the last 
committee is for “Music and Play”. The boy 
I mentioned before has been elected as chair- 
man of this committee and is finishing his 
promise to God as he requested. The first boy 
who came to me is President of the group 
and doing a capable and devoted piece of 
work. The committee heads and all the offic- 
ers meet once a month with Pastor Nongo 
David and myself as counsellors to make 
plans for the new month and to iron out 
problems that have come up. There have 
been some of the latter. Already jealousies, 
ete., had sprung up. But it seems always 
there was a solution after the difficulties had 
been aired and prayed over and everyone 
went away strengthened. 

One thing I have learned through all this 
is that God can use Africans for more than 
we think. During February and March my 
health wasn’t so good and I was praying that 
the Lord would give me the needed strength 
to do my work which I loved but almost felt 
IT couldn’t accomplish. So you see I cannot 
take any credit for any of the above but just 
thank Him for the opportunity of experienc- 
ing the thrill of seeing it accomplished. I do 
not know what the future holds but it has 
been the Lord’s doing up to now and I am 
looking for more blessings in the future for 
this work with Congo Youth. 

You have probably heard by now that 
Protestant missions in Congo can send a 
group of singers to the Brussels Exhibition 
next year for a month. Six of them have been 
chosen from the Ecole de Moniteurs here 
and two from the Institut Biblique at Tshika- 

(Continued on next page) 
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pa. They will stay a month with all expenses 
paid. That will be a real experience for 
them. The hardest thing was to choose, and 
refuse some whom we would have liked to 
see go. We hope that this will not only be a 
wonderful experience to them but a real 
witness for Christ in that place. 





VETERAN CONGO MISSIONARY DIES 





John B. Jantzen at Congo Inland Mission, 
Kamayala Station, stated “Mary Miller gone 
to be with her Lord—following surgery.” Re- 
cent news stated that Miss Miller had been 
ordered to bed because of a blood clot above 
her ankle. 

A member of the M.B.C. Church of Allen- 
town, Penna., Mary Miller and her sister, 
Bertha, went to Congo in 1930 pioneering in 
the beginning of the Unevangelized Tribes 
Mission. Almost single handed they opened 
the work at Kamayala, which became a hav- 
en of mercy for thousands. Their special in- 
terest were orphans and leprosy victims. 
Their brother, Rev. C. L. Miller, now general 
manager of Union Gospel Press joined them 
for nine years, helping to firmly establish the 
church work. When the U.T.M. capitulated in 
1950, the “Miller Sisters” turned the admin- 
istration of their work over to the Congo 
Inland Mission who immediately supplied 
workers and help. 

This is the second missionary death at Ka- 
mayala in the past year, Rev. Max Grutter 
being the other of a heart attack last Oc- 
tober. 


30: 


CONDENSED CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
(Continued from page 21) 

women. Simple drama and messages 
by two women delegates. “A bow stick 
1s useless without a bow string. Work- 
ing together they can shoot a deadly 
arrow into the side of an animal. The 
man is handicapped without a mate — 
but together they can shoot the arrow 
of the Gospel effectively in hunting 
souls. 

7:45 p.m. Evangelistic service. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 8— 

8:30 a.m. Lessons on the Victorious Life— 
A. Wiebe. 

9:30 am. Service in charge of children. 
Songs, simple drama and scripture reci- 
tation, illustrating that the Christian is 
1. light, 2. love, 3. a soul winner. 4. a 
Bible reader, and 5. blessed in his 
faith. 

16:30 a.m. Floor discussion. Methods of 
church and school discipline. How can 
we find pastors for our regional church- 
es? (Concluded) 

4:00 p.m. Social hour. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 9— 

9:30 am. Sunday School—Pastor Kabangu 
Thomas. 

10:30 a.m. Ordination of pastors — Pastor 
Kazadi Matthew and E. J. Dick. 

11:30 a.m. Morning Worship Service. 

2:00 p.m. Communion. 

7:00 p.m. Service in charge of the Tshikapa 
Bible Institute. Songs and messages 
leading to dramatic appeal, “Who'll 
come help us carry the cross?” 





FIRST CORINTHIANS THIRTEEN 
SPEAKS TO A MISSIONARY 


If I have the language ever so perfectly 
and speak like a native and have not His 
love for them, I am nothing. 

If I have diplomas and degrees and know 
all the up-to-date methods and have not His 
touch of understanding love, I am nothing. 

If I am able to argue successfully against 
their religions and make fools of them and 
have not His wooing note, I am nothing.. 

If I have all faith and great ideals and 
magnificent plans and have not His love 
that sweats and bleeds and prays and 
pleads, I am nothing. 

If I give my clothes and money.to them 
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Arrivals from the Field 


—Rev. and Mrs. Loyd Brown, by plane, 
May 5. Furlough address, Bluffton, Ohio. 

—Rev. and Mrs. Rudolph Martens, Eliza- 
beth and John, by ship on May 21. At home 
for the summer months at 4215 South Rock- 
well Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

—Rev. and Mrs. Ellis Gerber, Danny and 
Becky, by plane on July 9. At home in Kid- 
ron, Ohio. 

—Miss Frieda Guengerich by plane on July 
16. At home with her parents in Deer Creek, 
Illinois. 

—Miss Selma Unruh by plane on July 16. 
At home in Hillsboro, Kansas, 

—Miss Agnes Lutke by plane on July 16. 
At home in Dalmeny, Saskatchewan, Can- 
ada. 

—Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Rocke, Leland, Dar- 
rel, David and Keith, by ship about July 27. 
At home in Morton, Ilinois. 

—Rev. and Mrs. Sam Ediger, Dorothy, Bev- 
erly and David, by plane on August 17. At 
home in Dallas, Oregon. 

—Rev. and Mrs. Peter Falk, Leola and 
Marvin, by ship about middle of August. At 
home in Morden, Manitoba, Canada. 

—Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Dick, Laverna, Dor- 
etta, Delbert and John, by plane the latter 
part of August. At home in Mountain Lake, 
Minnesota. 

—Miss Amanda Reimer by plane Septem- 
ber 5. At home in Steinbach, Manitoba, Can- 
ada. 


—Mr. and Mrs. Edward Liechty and Judy, 


by ship, July 29, at home 3408 Drummond 
Rd., Toledo, Ohio. 


Departures 

—Rev. and Mrs. Peter Buller, James and 
Jeannette, by ship on June 15. Returning to 
Nyanga station, with Ecole de Moniteurs. 

—I-W missionary Wilmer Sprunger, by 
ship on June 15, Stationed at Mutena. 

—Rev. and Mrs. Waldo Harder, Carolyn, 
David, Priscilla, Paul and Timothy, by ship 
on June 26. Returning to Institut Biblique at 
Tshikapa station. 


—Rev. and Mrs. George B. Neufeld and 
Loren Ray, by ship on June 26. Returning to 
Mutena station. 


—Mliss Lena Friesen, R.N., by ship on July 
28. Returning for second term. 


—Miss Margaret Friesen, R.N., by ship on 
July 28. Beginning first term. 


—Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Regier, Kirsten and 
Cathy, by ship on July 18, for Belgium for 
one year’s residency. 

—Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sprunger, by ship 
on July 18, for Belgium for one year’s resid- 
ency. 

—Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Janz, Larry, Mark 
and Joanne, by ship on September 5, to Bel- 
gium for several months of study in French 
language. 


—I-W missionary Larry Graber and John 
Janzen by ship about middle of September. 





and have not His love for them, I am 
nothing. 

If I surrender all prospects, leave home 
and friends, make the sacrifices of a Mis- 
sionary career, and turn sour and selfish 
amid the daily annoyances and slights of a 
Missionary life, and though I give my body 
to be consumed with the heat and fevers 
of Africa and have not love that yields its 


rights, its leisures, its pet plans, I am 
nothing. 
Virtue has ceased to go out of me. If I 


can heal all manner of sickness and dis- 
ease, but wound hearts and hurt feelings 
for want of His love that is kind, I am 
nothing. 

If I can write articles or publish books 
that win applause but fail to transcribe the 
Word of the Cross in the language of His 
love, I am nothing. 
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High School at Belle Vue 

Both the C.I.M. and the Mennonite Breth- 
ren boards have given their approval for 
the field councils and Belle Vue school 
board to plan for grades 9. through 12, in 
the school for missionary children at Kajiji. 
Tentative plans were drawn up at Kajiji 
at the close of school in May which will 
be presented to the Annual Conferences of 
both missions this summer and from them 
to the home boards. 

Thirty-six children were enrolled this 
year in grades 3 to 8. The teachers and 
school parents were Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
Regier of C.I.M. and Mr. and Mrs. Orville 
Wiebe of the M.B. Besides the two spon- 
soring missions, children from the Baptist 
Mid-Missions and Canadian Baptist Mission 
were enrolled. The cooperative school has 
completed its third year. 
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Tshikapa, Belgian Congo 
June, 1957 





an open letter 
Dear co-workers, 
| F. B. Meyer once said when asked what he would do if he were 
to relive his life, "I would choose twelve men and train them 
| and send them out ; then I would train twelve more." 
By far the greatest challenge in mission work today in the 
| Congo is the preparation of consecrated Africans who will be 
able to carry on the work of their church. The C.I.M. has cen- 
tered their efforts on the Bible Institute which is located 
here at Tshikapa. Twelve students coming from 7 of our 8 sta- 
tions are nearly finished with the first year of their train- 
ing. It gives us a great deal of joy and gratefulness to see the : 
measure of devotion with which they have applied themselves to 
| their studies, and spiritual zeal with which they have dedi- | 
cated themselves to all their tasks. All on their own they felt | 
the need for and have started their own prayer meeting. 
| From this group we expect our future church leaders. and 
| may God grant that they may ever realize that the way of victory 
| and blessing is the way of humility and submission to His will. 
From time to time we hear reports of the good work of one 
| or another of the men who finished our first class here at B.I. 
Two of them are to be ordained as pastors at the church confer- 
ence at Charlesville inJune. 

The trend all over Congo is for higher education and the 
church must have its leadership ready to meet the responsi-=- 
bility and challenge before it. The need is that we always have 
adequate staff in order that they might be given the best pos= 
Sible education in the Word and other subjects which will make 
| them suitable leaders. The new building is a great asset to the 
school, and the library has just recently been furnished with 
tables, benches and book shelves. At the present time good 
Tshiluba, French and rage goods are being gathered to 
stock it. 

Houses of rie iitecteds materials have been provided for each 
of the 12 families. Also one house for the African teacher has 
been built. At a recent meeting of the Bible Institute board 
it was recommended to begin the second class as soon as suf- 
ficient housing can be provided. If that is not possible by 
September of this year, we hope that it will not be later than 
September, 1958. 

The hope and prayer of all of us is the indigenization of 
the Congo Church. It is imperative that leadership be ade- 
quately trained. Without question no efforts in that direction 
will ever be regretted. May we solicit your help, interest and 
| prayers in this so worthy a cause. 
| Yours for the advancemnt of His Kingdom > 








es ee eee 
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High Lights in the Life of 
PASTOR KAZADI MATTHEW 


Born about 1900 to a sub chief and his 
eighth wife in a village about 500 miles east 
of Charlesville. Parents both died before 
Gospel came to their village; so they never 
heard of the love of God manifest in Christ 
for human kind. 


Kazadi learned to read as a boy and was 
baptized a Catholic. He went to Charlesville 
on the Kasai River to be with his older half 
brother who had become a workman for the 
first C.I.M. missionaries. 


As a loyal Catholic, he considered the wit- 
nessing of L. B. Haigh and Evangelist Joshua 
as persecution so wrapped his belongings in 
a cloth and decided to leave the Mission. In 
the little dugout boat half way across the 
Kasai River, an irresistible calling in his 
heart caused him to turn back and go to 
Brother Haigh and ask help in satisfying 
his heart’s yearning. “From: that time on, I 
have been a new creature. and have never 





Hea Kacadi Matthew turned back from following and serving the 
Lord. That was my conversion experience. 
Belgian Congo Mission Pastor (Continued on page 17) 
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Remember when your teacher warned you 
that “The County Superintendent is com- 
ing” and you all waited trembling! Now the 
tables are turned, and your missionary is - - - 


THE 


SCHOOL 
INSPECTOR 


By Lilly 


Preparation 

Packing things prior to leaving the Sta- 
tion and Home for several days (to be exact 
twelve) in the villages involves some pre- 
paration. 

“Where is the carton in which our folding 
table was packed?” Surely glad I didn’t 
throw that away the other day when I was 
cleaning upstairs. 

“T believe I’ll pack the two folding chairs 
in some burlap to protect them.” 

“How many chop boxes do we heed to 
take?” These contain all the cooking uten- 
sils and dishes beside all the tinned foods 
as meat, vegetables, powdered milk, cereals, 
bread, cookies, sugar, coffee, etc. 

“T’ll take the demi-john (a glass jug that 
holds about three gallons) of boiled water 
so we needn’t boil water enroute.” To boil 
water in the path over an open fire in an 
open kettle can’t help but taste smoky and 
we aren’t exactly fond of it. 

“Where is the canvass bag for the type- 
writer?” Naturally it’s upstairs and I don’t 
know what we would do without the up- 
stairs to store our extra things. Dust and 
dirt are hard on a typewriter so it is well 
protected in the bag. 


4 








Sprunger 


“Got all your papers, letters, and a little 
money in the trunk, Vernon? I may have 
an opportunity to shop in some of the small 
African stores that we’ll pass by.” Sure 
enough, money came in handy for the dish- 
pan was forgotten, so one was purchased. 
Our soap container and a new piece of soap 
was snatched away by one of the many on- 
lookers, and so I was glad for the soap I 
had bought a few days before. 

“Cots? I borrowed one from Falks and 
with our old patched one we’ll manage nice- 
ly. The canvas bag is too short for the cots, 
but I’ll put this piece of burlap around the 
top so that the cots will stay a little clean- 
er.” 

“The bedding will go in these two bags. 
Yes, I put the mosquito net in too.” Sure 
enough, we were very happy for the se- 
curity afforded us by the net as the mos- 
quitoes sang so beautifully (?) especially 
at our first stop. Then thanks to Vernon’s 
brother who gave us the useful navy bags— 
they are ideal for traveling in the villages. 

“Did you take any extra mantles and a 
spare generator for the pressure lantern? 
That ply-wood box certainly is the thing 
to carry our light.” (Could it talk, it would 
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be able to tell us many interesting incidents 
which it has silently witnessed since it first 
entered our household, first at Mukedi be- 
fore the electric lights made their debut, 
and now at Kandala where it is rated as 
number one in giving us light.) 


“There are oranges and tangerines in 
that gunny sack (it formerly contained 
salt), so see that they don’t get smashed. 
We'll likely be able to buy papaya in most 
of the villages. How hungry I get for 
them!” Kandala region has very few, so we 
really get hungry for papaya especially since 
it was our standby at Mukedi. 

“Got enough clothes along?’ Since the 
dry season is almost here we'll get very 
dirty, and will need more changes than if 
we'd stay on the station. 

Living in a Village 

Our houses are very unlike those which 
our pioneering missionaries had. They had 
no other choices for usually the pigs and 
goats were cheated out of their shelters, 
when the missionary came to their town 
for the night. Yes, jiggers and fleas were 
all too common. Now we often find a stone 
building with cement floors and a grass 
roof, or a mud-and-stick structure, very 
cool and clean. The house is away from 
the main part of the village. Not every 
village can boast of a Rest House. Yes, 
what a change we see within our 25 short 
years of missionary service! 

The first thing when one gets to a motel 
(unlike yours in the U.S.A.) we put in a 
call for water to sprinkle the rooms. How 
wonderful water is! It has so many pur- 
poses, yet one of the foremost is to wash 
one’s hands and face especially if you travel 
with the “Red Lemon” for it seems to ac- 
cumulate more than its share of dust and 
ever so often when you hit a bump (and 
you can’t always avoid them!) there is a 
literal dust storm within. Then too water 
must be on hand to wash the dishes. 


Number two on the priority list is wood 
with which to cook our suppers and break- 
fasts. Lunches are usually packed. 


Spectators? Usually plenty little black 
faces plus some fathers and a few interested 
women serve on the self-appointed recep- 
tion committee to greet us . 

“Here comes the Teacher.” (He’s more 
mature than he was last year when he was 
in E.A.P., our teachers’ training school). 
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He’s glad to see us for he becomes discour- 
aged at times and as there are often not 
many Christians in his village, he doesn’t 
have much opportunity fellowshipping with 
fellow believers, so these brief stops cheer 
him up a bit, we hope. 

Plenty eager little hands help bring the 
boxes, bags, and trunks into the house 
which will be our home from 12 to 18 


hours. ‘Be careful with that box! Our 
lantern is in it,” as someholds holds it 
topsy-turvy. 


Setting up the cots, plus the mosquito net 
(in some cases) is our first concern, es- 
pecially if it’s about dark for it’s not handy 
doing that after dark. 


A quickly prepared meal made by using 
a package of dehydrated soup plus some 
fried eggs, hot water for Nescafe and fruit 
is usually our standard supper. 

School Inspection 

When entering a classroom we are greeted 
by a group of children who automatically 
stand up as a sign of respect when we 
enter. 

“Let’s see your roll call book.’? Names are 
called and the pupils line up. Sometimes 
there are teachers who just forget (?) to 
write all the pupils’ names. 

“How many boys are there?’”’? That’s easy, 
but now notice the minority of the other 
sex, often none. 

“How many girls?” How few ever gradu- 
ate for they seem to be more interested in 
marriage as a career than completing the 
first five years of schooling. 

“How many names are written for this 
month? How many have dropped out? 
When? Why?” Is it perhaps the teacher’s 
fault, or is it indifference on the part of 
the pupil who often gets no encouragement 
from his father or elder? 

‘“What’s the attendance today?” 


“What’s the average attendance for Sep- 
tember? That for the past month? If there 
is much of a drop in attendance, that needs 
explaining on the part of the teacher, and 
sometimes he just can’t conscientiously do 
that. 

Irregular attendance? A problem unique 
in some villages, again in others the chil- 
dren attend regularly. Why? In many 
cases again, it’s the teacher. Does he make 
school interesting? Does he take a vital 
interest in every child? Or are there dis- 
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cipline problems caused because the teach- 
er tells Yone or Mata that they'll not pass 
anyway or that So and So refuses to work 
for the teacher after school hours? ‘Can 
you understand now why Mata quit attend- 
ing altogether? Or why Yone is so irregu-: 
lar? 

“Let's see the Notebook of Daily Lesson 
plans.” I see he’s not covered the usual 
amount of work and soon school closes. 
When will he complete the work? He'll 
likely not get it accomplished anymore 
now. 

Teacher’s handwriting and orthography 
need improvement. Looking at the pupils’ 
orthography notebooks, there is much to be 
desired and likely we must blame _ the 
teacher who does not stress enough good 
writing and correct spelling. 


A laxity in correcting notebooks gives us 
an idea how industrious (or visa-versa) our 
teacher is. 

The classroom benches are loosely tied 
or not at all, and only a pole or several 
bamboos do the pupils have to sit on. I’d 
not care to be in class either, would you? 

“Why don’t you make some kind of desks?” 
Often there are none or they are such rick- 
ety affairs one couldn’t write on them any- 
way. Again they are very substantially 
made for the different sizes of occupants. 
It’s all up to the teacher in charge. Yes, 
the desks too portray what kind of a teacher 
each village has. 

“What about didactic materials? Do you 
have a meter stick? Any balance and 
weight’s?” Usually the kilo weight and 
half kilo weight are stones chipped off to 
the desired weight, and these suffice for the 
first two years. a 

“Do you have a liter measure?” A tin can 
about the size of a quart suffices as well 
as another tin one-half its size for the 
half liter. 

“What do you have in your school gar- 
den?’’”? 

“T have harvested peanuts, some corn, 
beans, and now there are sweet potatoes 
and peppers left. The goats ate our manioc.” 

“Your pupils are doing poorly in the 
Metric System, but a little better in Arith- 
metic.” These results have been obtained 
after the class was given five or ten ex- 
amples, 

After ten words are dictated in their Afri- 


can dialect and slates are checked, we real- 
ize that the teacher isn’t very strict in teach- 
ing Writing for the results are not good, 
especially for a Second Year class. ‘Their 
Orthography isn’t bad, but you must help 
the poorer half of the class to write better, 
otherwise, they will not be able to pass.” 


“They read too hesitantly for Third grade. 
Help them to read more fluently without 
repeating the same syllable or word several 
times. I’m afraid they are not getting the 
context at all. Do you ask them questions 
to see if they comprehend?” 


“Oh, I see your counting device.” It is 
strung in the front of the room near the > 
blackboard. This device is a frame (square, 
or rectangular) that has from 4 to 8 wires 
stretched across on which are strung 10 
wooden beads or something similar that can 
be moved to verify the combinations in ad- 
dition, subtraction, multiplication, and di- 
vision. 

‘“Where’s your contract?” This shows us 
the salary of the teacher, his rations, if he 
is single, or how many children he has, 
(for with each additional child his pay 
changes) rent for his house, and his pen- 
sion. This contract is quite a complicated 
affair these days, and this little booklet 
shows the Belgian School Inspector whether 
the Mission is paying the Teacher State 
Rates. If not, the C.I.M. cannot hope to be 
reimbursed anything at all by the State. 


“What’s the size of your classroom? Is 
it permanent or temporary?” Unfortunately 
most of them are of the latter kind. 


“Also the size of the blackboard?” 


“What about sanitary installments?” These 
are so foreign to the pupils, and although 
these installations are required most of 
them prefer the Great-Out-Of-Doors. 


Usually the teacher is asked to teach part 
of a lesson in Reading, Arithmetic, or any 
other subject that he has expected to teach 
that day, judging by his daily lesson. note- 
book. How does he teach? Is it mechanical- 
ly done? How has he organized his ma- 
terial? Did he use any didactic material? 
Finally, what were his results? Was the 
end achieved successfully? 

After the inspection of classes as well as 
the teacher is done, he is told the strong or 
weak points of his classes. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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From.city and brush .. . 
and plain ... 


guests looking for a week of food and fun, spirit- 
ual refreshment and serious business... 





Has it occurred to you just 
what is involved in - - - 


across wide rivers 
come 25 vehicles carrying 120 





PREPARING FOR CONFERENCE 


By James Bertsche 


A lady comes to the checking counter of 
the food mart of a small Ohio town with a 
basket filled with jello, pudding and bakery 
mixes. As the clerk begins to check the con- 
tents of the basket, she looks pleasantly at 
the lady shopper and comments: “You cer- 
tainly must be expecting a lot of company 
this week”! “Oh no”, comes the reply, “I am 
buying some supplies for some missionaries 
in Africa. This summer they will be meeting 
in their annual field conference. For a week 
there will be about 130 missionaries and chil- 
dren together at one of their stations. These 
groceries will help the missionary ladies of 
the entertaining station a lot’. 

A clerk in an office of Scripture Press 
at Wheaton finds an air mail letter in the 
morning’s mail which comes from Africa. 
It reads : “Dear Sirs, We are planning a 
missionary conference this summer at our 
mission station. There will be over 30 school 
age children for whom we hope to organize 
a D.V.B.S. Would you please sent us some 
information as to the material you have avail- 
able along this line’. 

An African chauffeur enters a store in 
Kikwit and hands the manager a letter. It 
reads: “Dear Sir, Would you kindly place 10 
barrels of gas on the truck for this chauffeur”. 
With cars coming from all corners of CIM for 
the conference, there will be many empty 
gas tanks needing filling before they return 
to their stations.” 
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There is a continual tapping and hammering 
in the station church building. Upon inves- 
tigation, a missionary is found high up a lad- 
der installing electrical wiring and lights on 
the trusses. This will be the meeting place 
of the missionaries during conference days. 

A missionary mother and her daughter are 
busily engaged behind closed doors. Inside 
are trunks with lids ajar. As we pause out- 
side we hear muffled and excited voices: “Oh 
look what I found, new red shoes! Mommy, 
am, I big enough to wear them? Mommy look 
for a dress with lots of ribbon on it for con- 
ference’. What’s this all about? Some girls 
and their mother are “shopping” for their 
“conference clothes”. 


Night rehearsals, arranging for work gangs; 
arranging for a wood supply for cooking; 
barrels for heating bath water; quarters for 
sleeping; wash basins and soap for every 
room. 


Oatmeal by the case; sugar by the sack; 
powdered milk by the carton; tea by the 
100 bag box. Last minute travel plans via 
inter-station radio. Last minute work assign- 
ments; last minute details. 


And above all, much earnest prayer on the 
part of all pleading the blessing and guiding 
hand of God without which the missionary 
conference would indeed be a_ complete 
failure. 


Our Annual Missionary 
Conference opened with 
a stirring message re- 
minding us that what 
others see of Jesus in 
us may be - - - 





Blurred 


Reflections 


“Let your light so shine before men 
that they may see your good works and 
glory your Father which is in Heaven.” 
(Matt. 5:16) “But if our gospel be hid, 
it is hid to them that are lost.” (II Cor. 
4:3) We are not to be generators of a 
light of our own to our own glory, but 
rather reflectors of a Divine light out- 
side ourselves, shining to the glory of 
God our Father. This reflection, clothed 
as it is in human personality, may be 
distorted, blurred and even hidden alto- 
gether. We shall consider three causes 
of blurred reflections of Jesus Christ on 
our part in our present situations in the 
Congo Inland Mission, 


I. Cultural Differences 

We are divinely commissioned of God; 
we come from a superior society to an 
inferior one. Africans readily admit this 
to us. It is very easy to make the mis- 
takes of: 

a. not taking time to study carefully 
the African mind and traditions, thus re- 
maining essentially strangers among 
them. 

b. not making a serious effort to see 
ourselves as we are seen through Afri- 
can eyes. 

c. tending to lump all native customs 
which strike us as being strange or 
stupid into the one category of things 
which must be evil. 

d. tending to ingraft all of our own 
tastes and traditions into the African 
church. 


by Conference Vice Chairman - - - 
James Bertsche 


Upon the authority of God’s Word we 
must insist in guiding and outlining the 
vertical lines of growth of the African 
church, that is, the place of a creating 
God and a redeeming Saviour, in the 
lives of the individual African and the 
African church. There can be no leeway 
in the matter of the absolute authority 
of God’s work, the existence of eternal, 
moral laws, the need of a Saviour, the 
reality of a Heaven to be won and a 
Hell to be shunned. BUT I’m not at 
all sure that we can be equally dog- 
matic in dictating to the African the hor- 
izontal lines of development of the Afri- 
can church, that is, the working out of 
its relations with the African community, 
culture and traditions about it — because 
we remain essentially strangers, 

The experiment of our recent District 
Church conference was a most pleasant 
surprise. Before hand there was some 
foreboding on the part of the missionary 
as well as the African leadership on the 
station. However, upon arrival at the 
outvillage conference site it was found 
that everything was remarkably in hand, 
arranged and planned for. The Chris- 
tian community had rallied to the oppor- 


tunity with enthusiasm which far ex-. 


ceeded our hopes. We discovered to our 
surprise that in many respects this par- 
ticular group showed more initiative, 
vigar and independence of action within 
the church than the group on the station. 
Why? Because they had been out on their 
own, unsheltered by the Mission; they are 
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being exposed to the head-on collisions be- 
tween the Way of Christ and the ways of 
their forefathers and they have under pres- 
sure been hammering out their own pattern 
of life amidst their own people. 


IF there is to be a lasting and abiding 
church in Congo tomorrow, it will be— 


—first, a church of genuine Africans. 

—second, a church standing, making its 
impact and sinking its roots into the farthest 
recesses of the African life and culture in 
which it stands. 

There can never be a church of neutral- 
ized, de-culturalized semi-americanized 
Africans. No one would question that it is 
possible to be 100% American and 100% 
Christian at the same time. Should we not 
also accept that it is possible to be 100% 
African and also 100% Christian? 


The first time I heard a congregation sing 
a Christmas carol on a July Sunday morn-. 
ing my reaction was that the Africans are 
even more ignorant that I had first thought. 
But gradually I came to the realization that 
it is we who are “dumb” and not they. For 
what possible justifiable reason should we 
deprive ourselves of the glory and uplift of 
the beautiful carols and oratorios for eleven 
months of the year? Why should we praise 
and glorify the Christ with these means only 
One month a year? 


II. Social Distinctions 

Christ is our perfect example in matters 
of personal, social and civil relationships 
with others. The Samaritans of His day 
were the loin cloth people, the cam-wood 
people. And yet one day along a public 
road He seated Himself with a Samaritan 
woman in the most intimate social contact. 
As a result, His message was received and 
a soul was reached. 


We hear of the racial tensions in South 
Africa and our sympathies and support go 
to the Africans. We read of the debates in 
the States over integration and deep down 
inside we’re plugging for the negroes. BUT 
how realistic are we in analyzing our own 
attitudes and relationships here? I propose 
that the following social relationships pret- 
ty well cover the average foreign mission- 
ary: 

a. Classroom: teacher-student relationship. 

b. Work line: Foreman-workman relation- 

ship. 
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c. Dispensary: nurse-patient relationship. 

d. Chapel platform: preacher-listener re- 

lationship. 

e. Church study: councillor-confessor re- 

lationship. 

f. Committee: judge-culprit relationship. 

g. Pay-day: employer-employee relation- 

ship. } 

In every last situation, the white man 
is dominant, the African secondary. Are 
we ready to declare that within this social 
framework there is possible the best, clear- 
est and most winning reflection of Jesus 
Christ? 

It is true that we have our reasons; we 
have our excuses for the way we deal with 
the African at times, but the great fact re- 
mains that Christ walked where they 
walked, sat where they sat, wept with them 
and suffered with them. 


III. Spiritual Difficiencies 

We have what we call station tours. A 
stranger comes and asks to see something of 
our “work”. So we proudly show them the 
“station”. This building was built by a 
government fund, that one by some other 
fund. So many 4th graders, so many 5th 
graders; so many people at the dispensary. 
The comments are very complimentary and 
we are inclined to agree with the visitor 
that indeed the Lord has prospered our 
“work”. 

Is this our work? 


Our first concern must always be the 
fruits of the Spirit which are the only true 
reflectors of the Presence of the Christ in 
a human heart. Are we reflecting Christ 
among the Africans by our love, by our joy, 
by our peace, by our longsuffering and 
patience. (Gal. 5: 22-23) 

In Luke 7:5 we read of a group of Jews 
interceding before Christ on behalf of a 
Roman centurion. They asked Christ to 
grant him his request because, as they said, 
“He loveth our country”. Do the Aluba, 
the Apende, the Ashilele, the Achoke peo- 
ples bear you and me the same testimony— 
that “he loves our country’’? 


May God help us to reflect clearly and 
compellingly in every area of our lives and 
missionary activity the Lord Jesus Christ 
who said, “And I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me.” 
(John 12:32) 


A sand box, blackboards, scissors, 
cutouts and paste mean Moms and. 
Dads can attend business sessions 
while the youngsters enjoy... 


CONGO 


“Let’s go to the Bible School.” The mis- 
sionary children responded happily to the 
five day Bible School which was held each 
morning while their parents attended Con- 
ference sessions. The group of 40 children, 
ages 3-12 were divided into the following 
groups: 


Group Age 
Group I (pre-school) 3-5 
Group II (pre-Belle Views) 6-9 
Group III (Belle View Students) 9-12 
No. of Children Teacher 

14 Marilyn Schnell 
13 Jeannette Sprunger 
13 Mrs. Donna Schmidt 


Group I spent most of their time with 
Bible stories of Bible children, songs, and 
play. “They were as restless as all little 
ones are,” reflected the teacher. 
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D.V.B.S. 


Group II enjoyed the stories about Jesus, 
memory work, and workbooks. ‘‘They espe- 
cially enjoyed the workbooks.” 

Group III learned larger portions of Scrip- 
ture and studied the life of Christ. “It had an 
eager group and the time was much too 
short” 


The Herald Press D.V.B.S. material was 
used. The teachers of the first two groups 
are the daughters of missionaries R. F. 
Schnell and V. J. Sprunger. We were glad for 
their interest and cooperation. Mrs. Schmidt 
put much work into the supervising of the 
Conference Bible School. 


The closing program on Tuesday morning 
was an inspiration to the older folk, and it 
gave us a new determination to bring up our 
children in the “fear of the Lord.” 
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Missionaries 
A. D. Graber, 
W. E. Harder, 
E. J. Dick and 
R. F. Schnell 
on the Loange 
River ferry on 
the way to the 

Annual 

Conference. 


C.LM. MOVES TO HELP IMPROVE NUTRITION AND FOOD SUPPLY 


Arnold Regier is the first trained Agricul- 
tural missionary appointed by the C.I.M. 
Board. He, with his wife and two daughters, 
is now in Belgium studying French and the 
colonial policy of Belgium. During his stay 
there, he will further acquaint himself with 
Congo agricultural needs and how to help in 
them. C.I.M. missionaries have always been 
industrious and hard working gardeners, 
helping to support themselves and teaching 
the Africans to improve their economic con- 
dition; and this additional knowledge and 
The 


Board is seeking many business firms and 


skill will enhance their beginnings. 


farmers in the constituency to undergird fi- 
nancially this phase of missions to make pos- 
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sible the beginnings and experimentations 
with plans, animals, and soils. To date, five 
individuals have given $100 or more each and 
have signified their intentions to support 
the cause annually. Your gift will be grate- 
fully received. Send it to your mission board 
or to H. A. Driver, C.I.M. Secretary, specify- 
ing “for agriculture’. 

Melvin Claassen, who studied tropical ag- 
riculture at Cornell last year is making prep- 
arations to follow Regier next year and 
Fremont Regier, who completed his 1-W 


service in Congo this year is entering Kansas 


State Agricultural College this fall to pre- 


pare for his missionary service to rural Con- 
golese people. 
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CAN THE WORLD SEE JESUS 


in our home life? 
The roots of the 
church grow in the 
homes of its mem- 
bers. Weak family 
life will never pro- 
duce a strong 
church. The 
strength and prog- 
ress of the African 
church will be determined in a large 
measure by what we teach the African about 
Christian family life. All that the African 
knows about the Christian family is what 
he sees in' us: Our families are his only pat- 
tern. Can we expect them not to copy our 
carelessness and weak points? Is our family 
life fit to be copied? Do they see Jesus 
Christ exalted in our homes, with our wives, 
before our children? (Harold Graber). 
in our daily walk? 
Only a clean re- 
flector can reflect 
a clear image. Je- 
sus CANNOT be 
seen in me if my 
heart is full of im- 
purity instead of 
love, compassion 
ae ey He CAN be seen in me if He 
lives, rules and reigns within me. This is life 
abundant—Christ in me the hope of glory— 
Christ lifted up in my daily life enabling 
me to walk patiently, humbly, making me 
perfect in every good work. (Fanny Pasi 
lenberger). 








in our program of 
evangelism? 

Jesus built His 
demonstrated pro- 
gram for world 
evangelization up- 
on three great 
cornerstones: Pas- 
sion for souls and 

. against sin. His 
primary ministry was to the poor, unpopular, 
outcasts. He detested religious bigotry and 
hypocrisy. Personal Work. Few accounts of 
His preaching to great multitudes—many of 
His reaching individuals — winning them — 
training them. Plans for the Future. They 
are summed up in two words: “tarry” and 
“20. (Levi Kiedel). 
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in our contacts 
with the sick and 
unfortunate? 

The most pre- 
cious aspect of Je- 
sus’ compassion for 
the sick and unfor- 
tunate was His 
tender touch. Do 
we have the ouch of compassion and assur- 
ance for the needy and sick? Or are we so 
far away from them that they can’t touch 
the hem of our garment? He always turned 
an interruption into an opportunity to meet 
a need. His compassion is also demonstrated . 
by His patience with the multitudes. Never 
did the press of people cause Him to speak 
an unkind word. We are sometimes a long 
way from the Pattern. Only the outliving of 
the indwelling Christ will give us victory 
over the moods and tempers which trip us. 


(Lois Slagle). 
in our literature 


program? 
T h e_ present 
trend in missions 


is toward emphasis 
-upon Christian Lit- 
erature. A great 
battle is waging 
for the minds of 
men, and the most 
powerful weapons is pen and ink. Paul be- 
lieved in Christian literature, He said, “I’d 
like to come see you,” but couldn’t and so 
wrote them a letter. What would the New 
Testament be without the epistles of Paul? 
Where would we be without the literature of 
Martin Luther? In the 45 years of C.I.M. his- 
tory our press has produced 23 titles, the 
pages of which total less than those in one is- 
sue of Reader’s Digest. How long does it take 
for us to read an issue of Reader’s Digest? It 
is a matter of choosing a 5 or a 1000 watt 
bulb to scatter the darkness. (Bob Bontrager). 


in our training 


youth? 
Our educational 
program has a 


sound Biblical bas- 
is only so long as 
serves the church, 
bringing youth to 
salvation from sin. 
Gur first nllesiinge inst ever be to Jesus 
Christ (Pete Buller). 
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Opinion Poll 


Our Field Editor asked the Missionaries and 
Africans attending Conference the questions 
which follow. Their answers will give you 
a bit of the spirit of the Annual Field Con- 
ference. 


I. What is the biggest difference you see 
between the present Conference and the 
Conferences of the 1930’s? 


—In 1930 the cash books were in the blue, 
and now the mission cash books are 
largely in the red.—Mrs. F. J. Enns. 

—In 1930 our major problems were girl’s 
and boy’s homes and mission transport. 
Today our major problems center about 
finance and the budget, great increases 
in our Christian Education Program, and 
Indigenization of the Congo Church. — 
Rev. Archie Graber. 


—In 1930 three Model A cars brought mis- 
Sionaries to Conference, and a group of 
African had to start out a week or more 
in advance pushing the trailer loaded 
with bedding and clothing to the Con- 
ference site. Today about 20 cars and 
trucks brought missionaries, African 
delegates, and their things to Mukedi.— 
Rev. F. F. Schnell. 


II. What particularly blessed you in the 
Conference devotional sessions? 

—I was impressed by our Oneness in the 
Spirit as we together submitted our- 
selves to the Word of God.—Miss Berta 
Mangold. 

—The Holy Spirit revealed to us how 
often we have failed to reflect Christ 
in our daily living on the mission field. 
—Rev. Samuel Entz. 

—I enjoyed very much the group singing 
as each station brought its special num- 
bers.—Miss Mary Hiebert. 


III. The African delegates to the Confer- 
ence were asked ‘What at this Con- 
ference was a particular blessing to 
you?” 

—I appreciated most of all the intimate 
fellowship. The oneness between us 
and our missionaries gave us greater 
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confidence as we work together.—Pastor 
Thomas Kabangu. 


—I am happy for two things: First for 
the way the Bible has been opened to 
us; and second for the fact that the 
mission wants to open a special super- 
ior girl’s training school. — Pastor Abel 
Shangangula, 

—When a person learns to read, he learns 
one letter at a time and it is a slow 
process. In the same way we Africans 
can not take total responsibility for the 
Church at once. This Conference is in 
a sense teaching us part of the “alpha- 
bet” so that later we shall be able to 
direct our own Church ourselves. — 
Badibanga Apollo. 


—The pictures I saw of Samuel Morris 
made my heart very happy. He truly 
knew whom he believed. These af- 
fairs really tock a hold of my heart. I 
had never before seen black people and 
white people baptized at the same time. 
Now I can accept all that I have been 
hearing because I have seen with my 
eyes.—Pastor Muadiulu Phillip. 


IV. What in business sessions of this Con- 
ference has particularly impressed you? 
—I was impressed by the need for litera- 
ture distribution among the people in 
the villages.—Mr. Loyal Schmidt. 

—The presence and participation of Afri- 
can delegates in the conference discus- 
sions has been an inspiration to me and 
marks, I believe, a real.advance in our 
mission program.—Rev. Robert Bon- 
trager. 

—Faced with the important question of 
the relationship between the Mission 
and the Church of Christ in Congo, it 
was the remarkable unification of minds 
and thoughts through the influence of 
the Holy Spirit that impressed me. — 
Miss Lois Slagle. 

—This year the Conference officially de- 
cided to curtail work in the Christian 
Educational department because of the 
lack of funds.—Rev. Peter Buller. 
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Birthdays ... 


Of Our Missionaries and Their Children 


OCTOBER— 
21 Linda Lou Bertsche Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
28 Miss Selma Unruh 310 N. Lincoln, Hillsboro, Kans. 
28 Charity Helen Eidse c/o Ben Hidse, Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada 
28 Mr. John M. Janzen Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
31 Mr. Merle Kauffman Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
November 
1 Shirley Mae Sprunger Kandale, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Ruths Elaine Wiebe Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
8 David Albert Regier Ecole Belle Vue, Kajiji via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
11 Rev.Robert Bontrager LECO, B.P., 123, Leopoldville, Congo Belge, Africa 
13 Mark Richard Janz c/o Arthur Janz, 5 rue du Champ-des-Mars, Brussels, Belg. 
17 Rev. John B. Jantzen Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
17 Elizabetha Martens 4215 South Rockwell, Chicago, [linois 
19 Miss Anna V. Liechty Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
19 Miss Mary Hiebert Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa , 
21 Paul Keidel Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
22 Jeanette Marie Graber Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
25 Barbara Loewen Charlesvlle, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
25 Miss Lois Slagle Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
27° Mr. Larry B. Graber Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
December 
2 Mr. Charles Sprunger 66 Av. Georges Bergmann, Bruxelles, Belgique 
3 Evelyn Schnell Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
4 Mrs. Loyal Schmidt Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
6 Miss Margaret Friesen Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
7 Joanne Elizabeth Janz c/o Arthur Janz, 5 rue du Champ-des-Mars, Brussels, Belg. 
9 Mr. Melvin Loewen Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
10 Darrell Rocke c/o Glenn Rocke, Groveland, Illinois 
12 James Peter Buller ' Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
14 Betty Jean Rempel Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
14 Dr. Merle H. Schwartz Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
18 Marilyn Jane Wiebe Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
19 Rev. Peter Buller Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
23 Mrs. Loyd Brown Bluffton, Ohio 
25 Rev. Victor Buck Salt Point, New York 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
June - August, 1957 


General 
Missionary Specific 
Support Funds Totals 
SRUND Toeeee M  TTSS eR A. 2 se ot) $29,741.85 $3.093.28 $32,835.13 
deter ees eis pees ateo ste 22,028.20 4,852.21 26,880.41 
PMOL Gacy os Le, aed ed a oe ek 17,249.93 522.28 17,772.21 
Oy een. eek. Ny. ale ist $69,019.98 $8,467.77 $77,487.75 
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Kamayala missionary Bertha Miller tells of the 
passing of her sister Mary who was a pioneer 
missionary to the Kwango peoples and, by whose 
side she had lived and labored for more than a 


quarter of a century - - - 


IN 


The promise the Lord has given me for 
this special need is, “Underneath thee are 
the Everlasting Arms’. What a comfort. 
It is very hard for me to write this but I 
know HE is with me. On July 6th at about 
1:00 p.m. my sister Mary Adeline Miller 
went home to be with the Lord. Today she 
is happy in His presence, the One she 
loved and served in Congo for 29 years. 


Mary was born on January 18, 1898. She 
left New York on Aug. 4, 1928 arriving at 
Matadi, Congo, on September 21, for her 
first term of missionary service. Very glad- 
ly she gave her ALL for these “other sheep” 
and was never so happy as when she saw 
one enter the fold. On May 13, 1930 she 
was among the first three of us missionaries 
to enter this Kwango field which up to that 
time had had no witness to the Gospel. 


On July 4 of this year she returned from 
the leper colony and when I came in from 
the orphans she said to me, “Do you know 
what day this is?” I had not thought about 
it being the 4th of July, so she baked some 
shufly pies and after our evening prayer 
meeting we served pie and coffee, and so 
had a nice evening together. We went to 
bed and she slept all night until 5:00 a.m. 
when she was wakened with a sharp pain 
in her stomach which she thought was 
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MEMORIAM 


stomach cramps, but all medicines and in- 
jections did not give her relief. 

We sent quickly for the government doc- 
tor at Kahemba. Mary was in terrible pain 
so he wanted her at the hospital. We took 
her at once. After another examination he 
wanted another doctor, so Mr. Jantzen went 
for the mission doctor at Kajiji station mak- 
ing an ordinary trip of 8 hours in 6. Both 
doctors decided that she should have an 
operation at once. 

She was on the table nearly two hours. 
She had a perforated ulcer of the stomach 
and peritonitis had set in. She came out of 
the ether, but continued to have pain. She 
was given every medicine and injection pos- 
sible. Miss Mangold or Mrs. Jantzen was 
with her all the time. They are _ both 
nurses). The Catholic sister nurses were 
there too. Dr. Schwartz from our Mukedi 
station rushed here as fast as he could. The 
government sent a truck to Kajiji to get 
what was needed to give her blood transfu- 
sions, but they did not get here in time. 
At about 1 p.m. she quietly breathed her last 
and God took her out of her suffering. 

Her face was drawn from the pain, but 
in her coffin she was beautiful and had a 
smile. Large crowds of natives came _ to 
view her. She was one of the first to tell 
them the story of love. They are taking 
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her passing very hard, but they have been 
wonderful trying to do all they can for 
me. Last evening some of the orphan boys 
came and asked if they could sing for me. 
They sang “God will take care of you” in 
their native tongue. Another time they 
came with a verse for me. It was Rev. 
14:13. 

Sunday morning we had a service at the 
leper colony where she has labored for 18 
years. Nineteen of the lepers gave their 
hearts to the Lord. She did not die in vain. 
In the service here on the station two of 
the natives who have worked with her gave 
heart-stirring messages. At 2 p.m. we had 
a short service at the hospital in the French 
language followed by another one in the 
native language at the grave. There were 
20 missionaries from other stations present, 
some of them taking part in the services. 
Also the government doctor and the admin- 
istrator (local government official) and his 
family were at the funeral. 

It hardly seems possible that she is under 
the sod, but perhaps tonight Jesus will come. 
She is happy with her Saviour whom she 
loved and joyfully served. She will have 
many jewels to lay at His feet when we 
shall “Crown Him Lord of all”. 





Missionaries on Furlough and their 
Addresses 

Rev. and Mrs. Loyd Brown, Bluffton, Ohio 

Rev. and Mrs. Rudolph Martens, 4215 South 
Rockwell, Chicago Iinois 

Rev. and Mrs. Ellis Gerber, Kidron. Ohio 

Miss Frieda Guengerich, Deer Creek, Ohio 

Miss Selma Unruh, Hillsboro, Kansas 

Miss Agnes Lutke, 111 Miller Avenue, Dal- 
las, Oregon 

Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Rocke, Groveland, 
Tllinois 

Rev. and Mrs. Sam Ediger, Box 368A, Dal- 
las, Oregon 

Rev. and Mrs. Peter Falk, Morden, Mani- 
toba, Canada. 

Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Dick, Mountain Lake, 
Minnesota 

Miss Amanda Reimer, Steinbach, Mani- 
toba, Canada 

Rev. and Mrs, 
toba, Canada 

Miss Sara Friesen, Jansen, Nebraska 


Eidse, Steinbach, Mani- 


Miss Irena Liechty, Berne, Indiana 
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PASTOR KAZADI MATTHEW 
(Continued from page 3) 
These things happened to me in the years 
1916-1918.” 


Served as cook and “house boy” for C. TI. 
M. missionaries Kensingers, Bixels and Som- 
mers for ten years or more, attending pri- 


mary school and Bible school at the same 
time. 


Taught in the Bible School at Charlesville 
Station for ten years and also served as 
preacher and church worker. 


Heard and answered the call to mission- 
ary service and asked the missionaries to 
send him out as a village evangelist. 


Ordained assistant pastor in 1941 and sent 
to Basongo outstation more than one hun- 
dred miles from Charlesville. Palm nut oil 
plantations were being planted in the region 
of Basongo and Lever Brothers and located 
an extracting plant near there, bringing in 
many English, West African and Congolee 
from the lower Congo. “I was very happy in 
the work at Basongo and with God’s help, 
over twenty churches were established; and 
because of my friends I learned to speak and 
read Lingala, French and a little English.” 


Burdened for his people because of their 
proverty and economic hopelessness; and en- 
couraged by a “stateman”, he returned to 
Charlesville to undertake production of 
coffee as a cash product and corn and vege- 
tables to better nutrition for his family, 
friends and fellow countrymen. God has 
blest his economic ventures and increased 
his spiritual ministry. A congregation of more 
than 200 now worship regularly in a beautiful 
stone church and villagers surrounding the 
area, benefit from Kazadi’s stable Christian 
life and vigorous Bible ministry. 


Pastor Kazadi says, “I am happy to be 
sent from my church in (Congo to thank the 
(Christians in America for sending us mis- 
sionaries with the message of God’s love. 
“IT am one of many Africans who have ac- 
cepted Jesus Christ and we have decided 
to follow Jesus until we _ die.” Also 
for sending some of your money to help us 
establish schools and hospitals and other 
means of receiving so many good things of 
life. 

Now the Spirit of God is within us and the 
work which God has begun in us through 
you shall go on and on.” 


a 


A DAY’S DIARY 
with the 1-W boys at Mutena 
by Merle Kauffman : 
At the sound of the 6 o‘clock bell we know 


it is time to start thinking about getting up.. 


The sun is just rising in the east. Our cook 
comes at 6:15 and fixes breakfast. At 7 o‘clock 
we go to chapel. The service lasts for 15 to 
20 minutes. This is how the average day 
starts for us 1-w fellows here at Mutena 
station. J 

We live in a nice five room house of our 
own. We have a cook and house boy who 
do the cooking, washing and house cleaning. 
Our cook was trained by former missionaries 
and he knows how to go ahead and plan the 
meals. He buys a lot of fruit and vegetables 
that people bring to the back door to sell. 

Our house boy is a second year. Bible 
School fellow. He is very nice and depend- 
able. We have had many good times together. 

The first several months here we spent 
part time in studying the language. Willie 
(Neuenschwander) has finished now, but I 
am still studying two days out of the week. 
We haven’t found the language hard and its 
lots of fun to be able to talk to the people. 

My job is to look after and work with the 
carpenters. Willie is the station mechanic and 
helps Loyal Schmidt look after the other 
workmen. There is a lot of building going on 
now so we are kept quite busy. 

At 11:30 we get off work for dinner. We 
have two hours off for dinner. A nap at noon 
is almost a must in the tropics. Back to work 
at 1:30 till 5:30, and the rest of the day is 
ours. 

After supper we usually play a little horse 
shoe or tennis or go bike riding with the 
missionary children. We also go hunting 
sometimes. We have plenty to do in the even- 
ings after dark too. There’s letter writing 
on Monday evenings, Prayer meeting on 
Wednesday, and games on Friday evening. I 
usually spend at least one evening in my 
darkroom developing pictures. (All confer- 
ence pictures in this issue were taken and 
processed by Merle. Ed. note) 

We have had lots of exciting experiences 
too—like the time we went to Charlesville 
to get a load of cement. We got to the ferry 
just at dark. We couldn’t take the truck 
across because sand had washed in,and the 
ferry couldn’t get us to the shore. We left 
the truck, and the ferrymen took us across 
the river in a dugout. It was so dark that 
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we could hardly see anything. The fellow that 
took us across stood us in the back of the 
boat and paddled us across safely. We walk- 
ed on to the mission about half a mile away. 

On my first trip to Luluabourg (big shop- 
ping center) we had quite a trip home. We 
had shopped all day and started home at 
7 pm. About 2:30 in the morning the truck 
broke down. We were 50 miles from home. We 
had bought some new bikes so Willie and I 
decided to ride to a Forminiere Diamond 
mine camp about 10 miles away where a 
white man lived and see if he would loan us 
his truck to take our things home. Elmer 
Dick and our African pastor stayed with the — 
truck. We ate a little lunch and left at 4 a.m. 
We had three flashlights between us. We kept 
changing off flashlights but they all got 
pretty dim by the time we got there. The 
white man was very nice even though we 
called him out of bed at 5:30, but he had sent 
his truck to Tahikapa the day before. The 
only thing we could do was ride our bikes 
on home to Mutena. We got home about 10:30 
tired and hungry. 

I have been enjoying my work here very 
much. I am sure I’ll never regret my two 
years in (Congo. The other stations are asking 
for more 1-w fellows, Why don’t you answer 
the challenge to serve the Lord with us here 
in (Congo? 





THE SCHOOL INSPECTOR 
(Continued from page. 6) 


Home again 

It is great to be home again! To really 
take a good hot bath, to find yourself in 
your domain free from constant onlookers, 
to prepare your food over the kitchen range, 
to find your pantry in order contrasted to 
the two cluttered up chop boxes. that con- 
tain everything in the culinary line and as 
each item is usually wrapped in paper, 
you can’t always just find what you’d like, 
and yes, to sleep in your own bed! It is 
nice to be back home, yet, we do not under- 
value the time spent with the village teach- 
ers and pupils, it has not been in vain. These 
pupils and teachers are our joy and crown, 
“Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and 
longed for, my joy and crown...” Philip- 
pians 4:1. Upon them rests the future of 
the Church of Christ in Congo, and that is 
what we are here for—to help our African 
brethren progress not simply educationally, 
but spiritually. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 


The semi-annual meeting of the board is 
usually held the second Tuesday in October 
but to accommodate the presence and itin- 
erary of Pastor Kazadi Matthew, it was 
moved ahead one month this year and held 
in the church of the Groveland, Illinois, 
E.M.C. congregation. There are 13 congrega- 
tions in the area who have faithfully support- 
ed C. I. M. since it started in 1910, and 
throughout the week Pastor Kazadi and a 
group of missionaries fellowshipped in each 
of these congregations and many arranged 
special meetings where missionaries reported 
on their work and the total mission Cause 
in ‘Congo. Arearallies wereheld attheCalvary 
Church in Washington, Illinois, on Sunday 
afternoon, September 15, and at the Flanagan 
High School Auditorium on Sunday after- 
noon, the 22nd. These were largely attended 
and proved to be a great blessing and chal- 
lenge to all present. 


The weather throughout the week was 
ideal. The speakers, Rev. Reuben Short of 
Archbold. Ohio. and Rev. R. L. Hartzler of 
Bloomington, Illinois, were at their best in 
giving Bible truths and divine inspiration 
to the missionaries and all those who attend- 
ed morning services. Pastor Milo Nussbaum 
and his congregation were most gracious 
hosts providing a noon meal every day and 
also arranging services in the church each 
evening with a different visiting pastor so 
that the missionaries who did not have 
another place to serve were able to enjoy 
the inspiration of those services. This was one 
missionary conference when inspiration and 
benefit was arranged for the missionaries 
primarily and their reporting and testimony 
to others were incidental. 


As usual in the semi-annual meeting the 
main item of business is the consideration 
of the financial needs for the following fiscal 
year. Evidence of the speed in our modern 
times was manifested in that several mis- 
sionaries who had attended the annual Field 
Conference were on hand to present the 
confeence minutes, including the field budget 
and the specific needs and projects as outlined 
for the ensuing year. Missionaries who had 
attended the annual board meeting in Chicago 
last spring had attended the field conference 
taking the spirit of the actions at the board 
meeting with them, thus we see that the work 
of our mission is becoming rapidly coordin- 


JULY-SEPTEMBER, 1957 


ating and the home and the field are acting 
in close consultation. 

The board acted to increase the basic mis- 
Sionaries’ allowances by a_ total figure of 
$7,049.04 which amountsto $150.00 per year per 
couple and $100.00 per year per single person. 
The annual field budget of the mission was 
also increased by $8,000.00 and the home ad- 
ministration budget similarly increased to 
take care of the growing work. The list of 
specific needs and projects as outlined by the 
missionaries was endorsed and the mission- 
aries were authorized to seek funds as they 
have opportunity to contact the constituency 
throughout their furloughs. 

Another most interesting item of the board 
meeting is always the hearing of testimonies 
of the candidates. The board advanced three 
candidates to the statusof missionaries, looking 
forward to sending them out during the fol- 
lowing year. They are Dr. and Mrs. Henry 
Hildebrand of Tourond, Manitoba, Canada, 
and Miss Mary Epp of Hanley, Saskatchewan, 
Canada. Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Barkman of 
Lorette, Manitoba, were accepted as educa- 
tional missionaries and Paul Roth, Jr; of 
Carlock, Illinois, and Alen Siebert of Salix, 
Iowa were accepted as I-w missionary can- 
didates. 

Another feature of this board meeting was 
the recognition of five board members for 
long and meritorious service to the Congo 
Inland Mission. They are: 


Rev. H. E. Bertsche for 30 years of continuous 
service to the board 

Rev. E. M. Rocke for 25 years 

Rev. R. L. Hartzler for 21 years 

Rev. H. H. Dick for 16 years 

Rev. A. E. Kreider for 14 years 

Certificates of recognition for courageous 

and sacrificial service in pioneering mis- 
sionary endeavor and faithful Gospel witness 
in the beginning of the work of Congo Inland 
Mission were given to the following: 
Mrs. E.A. Soommer, Roy and Bessie Yoder, 
Omar and Laura Sutton Sarah Kroeker 
Anderson, Alma Doering, Alvin and Martha 
Becker, Alma Bixel Millinger, Laurence B. 
Haigh, John and Matilda Barkman, Mrs. 
Mary Toews, Mrs. Emma Moser. 

The presence of Pastor Kazadi Matthew, 
the first fruit of the field, to visit the send- 
ing church in America was the highlight of 

(Continued on page 21) 
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A WEEK AT GROVELAND 


Eldora Rempel 


Saturday night, September 14, 1957, found 


many drivers (and backseat drivers) peering 
at roadsigns as they tried to find the tiny 
town of Groveland. On the roadmap there 
was an almost invisible dot to mark its 
whereabouts. That was a week ago. Today 
this little dot on the Illinois map has become 
an important landmark to 19 furloughing 
and two retired missionaries. 17 board mem- 
bers-and many friends of the Congo Inland 
Mission. Arriving by car, train bus or plane, 
we all received a hearty welcome from Rev. 
and Mrs. Milo Nussbaum of our host church. 
From here we scattered to various homes in 
Morton Groveland and surrounding districts. 
As Pastor Kazadi would say, “we have not 
words big enough nor time long enough to 
tell you how wonderfully we were entertained 
throughout the following week of missionary 
convention.” Each noon the ladies of the 
Fivangelical Mennonite (Church served a 
delicious dinner to all the guests giving us 
the opportunity to visit and become better 
acquainted. 


The usual program for the day started 
with an hour’s discussion of mission and mis- 
sionaries’ problems on the field and at home. 
The counselling of Mr. H. A. Driver made 
this hour very valuable, especially, for those 
of us who had returned for our first furlough. 
The next hour was most profitably spent in 
a study of the basic principles of our faith 
taught by Rev. R. L. Hartzler and Rev. Reu- 
ben Short. Here are a few of the inspiring 
truths gleaned from this session: 


Scripture is a mode of divine disclosure 
....-The Bible is an integal part of God’s 
redemptive activity...constituting a whole 
total revelation.” 


“Discpleship is not simply a_ process of 
life but it is Life....Discipleship connotates 
partnership with God ...God is the Senior 
Partner.” 

Prayer is ...not overcoming God’s reluct- 
ance but rather cooperating with God’s wil- 
lingness. ” 

“..-Discipleship connotates stewardship 
under God. ..We are stewards of our minds... 
bodies ...abilities. . time. ..personalities. ..and 
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of the Gospel. Discipleship is a basic union 
with Christ...an inseparable, unbreakable 
union, not following along but living WITH 
the Lord Jesus...” | 


“...The disciples went out not to present 
a doctrine but to proclaim a Personality... 
not to promote a program but to relate an 
experience.” 


“Every Christian professor’s life is a re- 
flection of Christ or a reflection on Christ.” 


“We believe in a positive testimony for 
peace... It is better to suffer wrong than to 
do wrong... it is better to suffer the second 
injury than to avenge the first.” 


“If we love our neighbor as ourselves we 
will seek to protect his life...his reputation 
...and his property.” 


During the evenings we had the opportunity 
to visit 12 Mennonite churches in the sur- 
rounding districts. It was a real privilege to 
present the Lord’s work in Congo to a group 
of churches who from the very beginning 
of the Congo Inland Mission have been its 
wholehearted supporters. It. was so good to 
meet, for the first time, many folks who had 
prayer faithfully for us and our work. 


Tuesday was board meeting day. It proved 
to be a‘day of revelations to us junior mis- 
sionaries. Little did we realize the immensity 
of the work and problems of the faithful men 
who are carring the load of the administration 
department of our mission. We shall pray 
more intelligently and more sincerely for each 
one who shares the work of the home field. 


On both Sundays our whole missionary 
group gathered for a special rally. The first 
one being held at Calvary Church, Wash- 
ington, Illinois, and the last at Flanagan High 
School. During these rallies and at the even- 
ing services throughout the week the Lord 
spoke to our hearts through the inspirational 
messages delivered by pastors from various 
churches, including Pastor Kazadi from the 
Congo Church. 


We sincerely thank the Lord for this pre- 
cious week. Oftimes His Word comforted us. 
Other times He admonished us. How we need- 
ed it all! Pray that the blessings of this week 
may accomplish His purpose in each of our 
lives. 
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What They Say at Groveland 


Missionary Candidates: 

These meetings have enabled us to under- 
stand the problems better and challenged us 
to get into the work. 

Mrs. Evril Barkman 


This has been an enlightening experience 
as we look forward to the field. Our hearts 
and minds have been opened to many things 
we haven’t thought of before. 

Richard and Gladys Steiner 
Missionaries: 

Our souls have feed on God’s Word, and 
have been encouraged by the warm. fellow- 
ship. We have been challenged to a fuller 
consecration to the service of our Master. 

Peter Falk 


I wouldn’t have missed it for anything. I 
think it really prepares us for itinerary. work. 
Amanda Reimer 


A conference such as this is the vitamin 
a missionary needs to revitalize within him 
his missionary calling. 

Elmer Dick 


The lessons have been invaluable in 
strengthening our faith. 


Frieda Guengerich 


The most profitable part has been the 
Bible studies. We ought to do more along 
these lines in (Congo in our ‘work. 

Rudolph Martens 


This series has made me conscious of the 
fact that there are still many communities 
that are interested in the cause of Christ in, 
Congo. 

Ellis Gerber 


I have been convinced more through these 
meetings that we have not come home to rest 
from serving the Lord, but have come to serve 
only in a different field. 


, Entertaining Pastor: 

This series has been enjoyable and chal- 
lenging throughout. It has been profitable 
for our people. 

Milo Nussbaum 


Retired Missionary: 

I really rejoice in the followship. It is a 
blessing to know that we all, who have been 
born again belong to one another. 

Agnes Sprunger 
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Head Cook: 

We have enjoyed this week. Different 
ladies took care of each day and all seemed 
to enjoy their work. 

Mrs. Ida Irmeger 


African Pastor: 
When I saw everything that was being done 
I saw in these meetings that people were 
preparing themselves (fixing themselves up) 
to serve the Lord. 
Kazadi Matthew 


Others: 

A very profitable week, inspirational and 
challenging. I have ASHEN getting to 
know the missionaries. 

Bill Regehr, Steinbach 


I like the family spirit in C. I. M. I like the 
yielded attitude of the C. I. M. missionaries 
and feel they are desirous to do the Lord’s 
will. 

George Leowen, Steinbach 


SEMI-ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 
(Continued from page 19) 
the day. He spoke in the morning to the 
board on, “The Young C.I.M. Church”, and 
in the afternoon on “The Role of the Mission- 
ary in the Church in Congo.” He also spoke 
tc the Ladies Auxiliary in a separate meeting. 

The meeting closed with another inspir- 
ational and challenging consecration service 
conducted by Rev. H. E. Bertsche. 

All board members were present except 
the chairman, Dr. M. A. Rediger, who was 
understandably needed at Taylor Univer- 
sity of which institution he is the acadmic 
dean and Vice-President in charge of the 
campus. Rev. R. L. Hartzler, Vice-President 
of the board, presided and managed the af- 
fairs of the day in his usual capable manner. 
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SENTENCE SERMONS 
Physical size in a minister matters little, 


as long as he is tall enough to touch heaven 


when on his knees. 
* * * 
God’s best gifts to us are not things but 
opportunities. 
* * * 
He who will not be counselled can not 
be helped. 
* * * 
Humility is to make a right estimate of 
one’s self. 
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WOMEN’S AUXILIARY MEETING 
By Eldora Rempel 


On Tuesday, September 17, 1957, six dele- 


gates, 30 guests and two members from the 


home office staff, gathered at the Groveland, ~ 


Illinois, Missionary Church for the semi- 
annual meeting of the C. I. M. Ladies’ Auxil- 
lary. 

In the absence of the President, Miss 
Dorothea Dyck who was visiting relatives in 
Europe, our Vice-President, Mrs. Reuben 
Short, presided. The meeting was opened with 
special prayer for various voiced needs after 
which the minutes of the April meeting were 
read and approved. 


Emphasis was put on budget and non-bud- 
get giving for 1958, especially helping in the 
need for passage funds which would be giv- 
ing toward the regular budget, and particular- 
ly emphasizing the importance of giving to- 
ward the girls’ work on the field. It was again: 
decided that the four conferences represent- 
ed would be responsible for $1,500.00 for the 
sewing project on the field and this amount 
to be flexible enough to be used for other 
office expenses pertaining to Ladies, Auxil- 
iary work. The ladies expressed their desire 
to again help supply the groceries for the 
Field Missionary Conference for 1958, as was 
done this year. A motion was made and 
carried that Miss Eldora Rempel would allo- 
cate the askings from the field to the var- 
ious conferences with instructions as to how 
to send them, and when. It is our hope that 
these askings will be in the C.I.M. office by 
early January, 1958. 


The women again showed a great interest 
in shipping layettes and rolled bandages by 
asking many, many questions. A period of 
discussion was reld to clarify problems en- 
countered by the various women and socie- 
ties. 

The climax came when the women gathered 
for their afternoon meeting at which time 
we had the privilege of hearing Pastor Kazadi 
Matthew speak to us through interpreter Mrs. 
Glenn Rocke. It was such a thrill to hear 
this Congolee speak to us in behalf of the 
women’s and girls’ work on the field. Here 
was one directly from the field bringing to 
us his burden for the advancement of girls. 
We were encouraged in a new way to help 
promote the Home Economics School (Ecole 
de Menagere) which we trust will be started 
in 1959. Pastor Kazadi mentioned that the 
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women and girls were beginning to realize 
that they too can learn and become better 
wives and mothers in the home. They want 
to go to school but haven’t been given the 
chance to prove themselves until recent 
years. This new phase of girls’ work will not 
take the place of that which is already being 
done, but will supplement it. Those attending 
this school will be choice girls from each 
station, and the school will very likely be 
established at one central spot in our congo 
Inland Mission area, possibly away from 
one of the stations, allowing the regular girls’ 
work to be continued on each station. Miss 
Irena Liechty, who we trust will be released | 
from her printing press responsibilities to 
supervise this school, also spoke to us remind- 
ing us of the importance of this training for 
the girls on the field and urging all of our 
constituent women to wholeheartedly sup- 
port this school. 

We thank all who took the time to attend 
this meeting and trust that we will urge our 
individual societies to work hard and with 
joy for the Cause of Missions in this year 
ahead of us. 


MISSIONARY SUCCESS 


“One of the first essentials to being a suc- 
cessful missionary has always been a readi- 
ness and an ability to adapt to new condi- 
tions. The need for such..today is greater 
than ever before. With the continuous and 
rapid changes taking place all over the 
world, life must necessarily become a series 
of adjustments to meet them. This requires 
the continued use of what has been called 
‘sanctified imagination,’ in order that the 
individual missionary may be enabled by the 
Spirit of God to see himself through the eyes 
of those among whom he is living, and then 
so to conduct himself that in all things he 
may be ‘void of offense,’ and may continually 
exhiit the grace and winsomeness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” (From “Missions at the 
Crossroads” by T. Stanley Soltau.) 

The greatest challenge of the centuries 
mission-wise is before the Church of God. 
The Church must be her best filled with the 
Holy Spirit to properly respond to the need 
of the hour. Before every missionary we 
place the paramount necessity to maintain a 
prayer vigil before God, to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit for service, to be holy in walk 
before God and men, to be humble and 
teachable, to be alert to every opportunity 
presented by God, to be submissive to cir- 
cumstances ordered or permitted of the Lord, 
to be men and women who God can trust 
with great power for His glory. 
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ANNUAL LETTER 


Mukedi, 
August 7, 1957. 
Dear Members of the C.I.M. Family: 


Once again we bring you greetings from 
the Annual Conference of the Congo Inland 
Mission. The Lord blessed richly during the 
six days of fellowship at Mukedi station. 
Eight African delegates, sixty adults, and 
forty-eight children were present to enjoy 
the inspirational messages in word and mu- 
sic. 


The program committee selected a chal- 
lenging theme, “Reflecting Jesus.” The Rev. 
James Bertsche, vice chairman of the field 
conference, presented the opening message, 
warning us against “blurred reflections of 
Christ.” 


Within the past year the C.I.M. has been 
saddened by the sudden loss of two active 
members, Miss Mary Miller and Rev. Max 
Grutter, and the retired missionary, Rev. A. 
E. Sommers. A solemn atmosphere prevail- 
ed during the memorial service as co-work- 
ers recalled the faithfulness of those that had 
ceased from their labors. 


The Rev. Victor Buck retired form ac~’ 


missionary service shortly before conference 
convened. 


On Sunday morning we gathered for }- 
tismal service. Four missionary children 
and twenty-nine Congolese were baptized by 
their church pastors, and received into 
church membership, In the afternoon we met 
around the Lord’s table, together with the 
African pastors, delegates, and newly ac- 
cepted church members. To climax the Lord’s 
day the Africans and missionaries of Mukedi 
station gr aaa ee We ee David Liv- 
ingstone. 


We ricemele the tape recording which 
was sent to the conference. The missionaries 
were encouraged by personal greetings from 
the board members and from Mr, and Mrs. 
Driver. 


The children attended DVBS. under the 
direction of Mrs. Loyal Schmidt. They pre- 
sented a fine program at the end of the con- 
ference. 


Two films were shown during the confer- 
ence: “Angel in Ebony’’, the story of Sammy 
Morris; and “Prior Claim”, a Moody Bible 
Institute science film. 
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The Mukedi staff arranged a Homecoming 
Banquet. Missionaries were seated in groups 
according to years of service. Our senior 





Miss Erma Birky 


missionary, Miss Erma Birky, was Panera 
for thirty-four years of faithful service in 
the Congo. We also paid tribute to the Rev. 
Frank Enns for twenty-five years of untiring 
service as chairman of the field conference. 
Mention was made of the twenty-fifth wed- 
ding anniversaries of two couples, the Rev. 
and Mrs. V. J. Sprunger and the Rev. and 
Mrs. Russell Schnell. 

Sincere thanks are extended for so ade- 
quately and efficiently entertaining the C. 
I. M. Conference. 

The ‘annual letter committee, .. 

Miss M. Heibert, Mrs. R. D. Bontrager. 


CHARACTER 


is what a person is; reputation is what he 


is supposed to be. Character is in himself, 
reputation is in the minds of others. Char- 
acter is injured by temptations and by 
wrongdoing; reputation, by slanders and 
libels. Character endures throughout defa- 
mation in every form, but perishes when 
there is a voluntary transgression; reputa- 
tion may last through numerous transgres- 
sions, but be destroyed by a single, and 
even an unfounded, accusation or asper- 
sion. 
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The baptismal service and addition to the 
church of a number of African and mission- 
ary candidates represented a - - - 


CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHT 


by James Bertsche 


The slanting rays of the morning sun light 
up the scene at the edge of the small stream. 
Three African -pastors (Muadilu Philip of 
Banga, Kakonde Paul of Mutena and Falanga 
Elie of Mukedi) are slowly making their 
way into the cool, quietly flowing water, 
selecting places suitable for the sacred task 
they are about to preform. On the bank, in 
triple file stand 29 Africans and four mis- 
sionary children (Judy and Bobby Schwartz, 
Evelyn Schnell and Laverna Dick) waiting 
with anticipation. 

Ranging high up the sloping banks, groups 
of \Africans and missionaries stand singing 
familiar hymns of the church. As they sing, 
all eyes are focused on the little group 
pausing on the stream’s edge. 

It is the Sunday morning of the annual 
CIM missionary conference and one of the 
featudes is a baptismal service for the Afri- 
cans and missionary children. 


The African pastor have found their places 
in the stream; the group falls silent and the 











of ‘5/7 
first three baptismal candidates (two dark 
and one white) make their way out to the 
waiting pastors. Up the slope from the stream 
drift the words: “—mu jina dia Tata, nu dia 
Mona, nu dia Nyuma Wabongo”. (—in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost.) > 

An hour later the same morning sun slants: 
its rays upon another scene. Finding their 
way through the colored glass windows in 
the east end of the church, they illuminate 
this same group of Africans and missionary 
children, kneeling in prayer around the 
curved platform of the church. The audience 
of Africans and missionaries sits with bowed 
heands as the voice of one of the pastors is 
heard in prayer: “Ukale nu an’etu adi ha ma- 
bongo ku meso etu. Wasuanguluise, wabambe, 
watuameze. Ekelezia yetu ikolesewe ndaka 
an’etu adi mungina muene mangino”. (Be 
with our children who are on their knees 
before us. Bless them, keep them, lead them. 
May our church be strengthened because 
these our fellowmen have entered it this 
day”.) 

The Church of Christ is emerging in Congo. 
The Africans and missionaries are drawing 
closer and closer in their common fellowship 
in Christ. 

May in all things His name be praised. 
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Editorial 


Print is Dynamic 


There is no single event since the birth 
of Jesus Christ which has had a more far 
reaching effect on civilized man then the 
discovery of the printing press. Throughout 
history great philecsophies and systems of 
thinking have taken possession of the minds 
of men and altered their courses when put 
onto the printed page and distributed to the 
masses. Great scientific progress can only 
be accredited to the accumulated techni- 
cal knowledge which is preserved and pass- 
ed on in written form to each succeeding 
generation. The 20th century would never 
have seen the harnessing of the atom with- 
cut the printing press. Where would we be 
today if the scribe with a quill pen and a 
bottle of ink were the only means of pre- 
pering literature for distribution to the 
masses, or for preserving accumulated 
knowledge for unborn generations? 
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The monumental growth enjoyed by the 
cults has been borne on the wings of litera- 
ture. In 40 years Communism has grown 
from an outlawed sect of 40,000 scattered 
followers to an organized world power rul- 
ing a third of the earth’s population—and 
most of the credit must go to the dynamite 
of print. When anyone asked us “What is 
the most translated book in the world?” we 
used to lift our heads proudly and shout, 
“The Bible.” But we can’t any mote. The 
sible has taken second place. The most 
widely translated work since 1955 has been 
the writings. of the Communist’s hero and 
venerated idol, Mr. V. I. Lenin. 

‘These shocking facts have jolted modern 
niission societies to radically re-evaluate 
their missionary strategy. During past years 
the barrier of illiteracy ruled out to a large 
extent the use-of Christian literature. How- 
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Rev. Bontrager was chosen by Congo missions to. 
direct the Protestant Christian literature pro- 
gram of the entire colony as Chairman of Central 
Literature Committee for the Belgian Congo and 
Ruanda-Urundi. In a position of authority and 
grave responsibility, he offers us this challenge 


to sober thinking on literature - - - 


ARE WE REFLECTING JESUS CHRM 


(Condensed message delivered at Annual 
Missionary Conference, August 1957) 


Job knew the value of cold written print 
when he sang, “Oh that my words were now 
written! Oh that they were printed in a 
book! That they were graven with €n iron 
pen and lead in the rock forever. For I know 
that my Redeemer liveth—.” (Job 19:23-25) 
The Ethiopian eunuch went on his way re- 
joicing because a piece of Christian litera- 
ture was used to bring him to the feet of 
the Messiah. (Acts 8) The apostle Paul was a 
great promoter of Christian literature. When 
circumstances prevented his visiting one of 
his churches or beloved co-workers, he wrote 
them a letter—and so we have his epistles. 
These facts invite an evaluation of the place 
being given literature in our present mis- 
sionary methods. 

What has caused the present shift in mis- 
sions to emphasis on Christian literature? 
The Laubach methods of adult literacy have 
awakened men’s minds so that the adults 





PRINT IS DYNAMITE 
(Continued from pdge 3) 
ever this barrier is fast crumbling. As an 
example, within the last decade the Belgian 
government with the aid of the missions 
has inaugurated a program of free primary 
education to all of Congo’s youth. This means 
that though the number of middle-aged folk 
who can read is limited, yet perhaps 80% 
of Congo’s school-age population is learning 
to read. There is possibly no other modern 
mission field with such a rapidly increasing 
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who gresp in hand the precious new-found 
tool of reading are termed as “the emerging 
billion.” Momentous world events press us 
to accelerated progress and new emphasis 
while there is yet opportunity. There is cur- 
rently being waged a great battle for the 
minds of men. We lost in China. The heat of 
the battle has now moved to India. The 
United States government has stepped up 
its literature program for reaching India 
because it too recognizes that the most 
strategic and powerful tool in determining 
the battle’s outcome is pen and ink. The 
Jehovah Witnesses end the Seventh Day 
Adventists have mushroomed and succeeded 
ky means of world wide literature. 

Writing a good piece of Christian Litera- 
ture requires patience—the mustering of all 
one’s faculties. The writings of the apostle 
Paul reflect this. But what would the New 
Testament be without his letters? Where 
would we be todzy but for the writings of 
Luther? 

God is blessing our initial efforts. AFRICAN 





rate of literacy. 

It is in view of these things that it was 
cecided to dedicate this quarterly issue of 
the CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 
to our program of Christian literature—its 
value, its present scope and its plans for fu- 
ture accelerated progress as related to the 
Congo Inland Mission. In these epochal days 
may we pray with earnestness, give with 
sacrifice and employ with all diligence the 
ministry of the DYNAMITE of COLD PRINT. 

L.O.K. 
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OUR LITERATURE PROGRAM? 








CHALLENGE has a monthly circulation 
above 150,000. There is no other periodi- 
cal. of any kind in all of Africa which has 
a circulation anywhere near comparable. It 
is a history making periodical. Congo’s re- 
cently launched ENVOL already has has 
the largest African circulation of any French 
publication of any kind. The American Bible 
Society and the British and Forcign Bible 
Society are co-operatively integrating their 
efforts to get scriptures into Congo. All mis- 
sions working in a given language area are 
integrating their literature programs so that 
their efforts are supplementary. This means 
progress by a unified well directed program 
rather than wasted time and effort because 
of duplication. 

In C.LM. what literature we have reflects 
Jesus Christ, but the quantity makes the 
difference. What we have is like a 5 watt 
bulb when it ought to be 1000. We have a 
tctal of 23 titles in Christian Literature 
which total 216 pages. If the 75 pages of 
tracts are subtracted the total number of 


by 
Robert 


Bontrager 
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pages remaining would be less than those 
necessary to make up a single issue of READ- 
ER’S DIGEST magazine. How long does it 
take you to read one copy of READER’S 
DIGEST? This is the literature available for 
the nurture of our 20,000 church members. 


By way of contrast, during 1955 the Her- 
ald Press of Scottdale Pennsylvania used 
307 tons of paper for the 80,000 church mem- 
bers of their denomination. This makes 8 
pounds of paper per member. (How many 
READER’S DIGESTS to make 8 pounds? 
and this for one year! Ed.) Total financial 
outlay divided by the total church mem- 
bership reveals that during 1955 each mem- 
ber spent $16.25 for his denominational pro- 
gram of Christian literature, 

Yes, our light is shining—but it is a 5 watt 
bulb. There is no valid reason why 2 or 3% 
of our missionary personnel should not be 
occupied full time in literature work. I can 
think of nothing which would make our 
message more effective and fruitful than 
giving literature its proper place. 





In view of the big literature push by 
missions around the world, you will 
be interested in learning as regards 
Christian literature in C.1.M. just — 


The Congo Inland Mission is the sole 
Protestant witness in an area which is 
“home” to about 250,000 people. These folk 
are divided into three chief geographic lan- 
guage areas: chiluba (chee-loo’-ba), chokwe 
(choke’-way) and apende. The missionary 
speaks the language of the people in whose 
area he is stationed. This means that mater- 
ials must be printed in three languages. Be- 
sides the Bible or New Testament, a hymn 
book, a catechism book and a few school 
texts, what do they have to read? 


1. TRACTS: Scores of thousands of them, 
in color and including illustrations and 
covering themes from s2lvation to Chris- 
tian conduct, have been prepared and print- 
ed by our local mission press. Some first 
editions have been exhausted and are 
presently being reprinted. 

2 NAVIGATOR’S MEMORY COURSE: 
designed to help converts become soul 
winners. 

3. CHURCH ANNUAL: a profusely illus- 
trated yearly historical record of the prog- 
ress of the Congo. Church..of. Christ. as 
related to our erea and mission, including 
articles on pertinent problems in church 
and family life. 


4.“JESUS FRIEND OF CHILDREN 
EVERYWHERE”: a colorful 16-page book- 
let which is shortly to be on press, and 
because of a liberal financial grant, will 
sell cheaply and widely. 


—AND HIS FACE FELL— 


(Continued from page 7) 
Nida, the translations secretary of the Ameri- 


can Bible Society arranged for a stopover in 
the C.I.M. on one of his tours of various 
mission fields where the A.B.S. furnishes 
Scriptures. As a result of his analysis of our 
field, the Apende people and our present 
New Testament, his recommendation was 
that a revision of both the present edition 
of the New Testament as well as of the un- 
published Old Testament manuscript be un- 
dertaken. Be 


& 


WHAT’S 


GOING 


5. CORRESPONDENCE COURSE: “The 
Servant of God,” an initial course of the 
Emmaus series, is being translated and 
should prove popular among the many 
Christians who have no opportunity for — 
resident Bible education. 
6. DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET: in 
process of preparation, designed to en- 
courage family worship in our Christian 
homes. . 
7. BIBLE TOPICAL INDEX: translation 
in Chiluba completed, press copy in pre- 
paration. 
8. SERMON TEXTS AND OUTLINES: to 
serve as a Bible study aid for our village 
pestors and evangelists who have had little 
opportunity for formal training. 
9. The French Christian periodical ENVOL 
has, by means of its colorful format and 
timely articles, gained wide circulation 
and international popularity. To augment 
circulation among Congolese, vernacular 
editions (including one in chiluba) are 
being prepared. 

So you see that Christian literature in 
our region has a little history, but a BIG 
FUTURE. We know you'll be praying for 
us as we face this task so much bigger than 
we are—of what to prepare next in view of 
the many urgent needs. 





Early in the year of 1956, it was rrade pos- 
sible here on the field for a three man 
committee of Africans to be organized and 
established at Mukedi to work with a mis- 
sionary in a revision of the Scriptures in 
Kipende. The three men represented the 
three C.I.M. stations located among the 
Apende people, i.e., Kandala, Nyanga and 
Mukedi. They are all three older men who 
have been identified with the Mission and 
the Church since the early years. One is a 
layman with an interest ina coffee plantation. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Even translation committees have 
their embarassing moments — 


And His 


Face Fell 


by Jim Bertsche 


There were peals of laughter as all three 
African members of the revision committee 
struggled to stay on their chairs. We were 
in the process of looking at the passage deal- 
ing with the rich young ruler. (Mark 10:17- 
22) In the Williams translation it says that 
when he heard Jesus’ verdict, “his counten- 
ance fell end he went away in deep distress 
for he owned a great deal of property.” (v. 
22) I hed innocently made a literal transla- 
tion of this phrase into Kipende whereupon 
the African committee members exploded 
into laughter. Since they do not have such 
a figure of speech in Kipende, they took the 
phrase literally. The resulting mental pic- 
ture they had was the ridiculous one of 
someone’s face somehow literally sliding off 
the front of his head, falling into the dust 
of the path! No wonder they laughed! 

The humorous and laughable phrases of 
“dutchified English” which resulted when 
some of our grandparents struggled with 
English are still fresh in our memories. 

Some of you have also experienced the 
frustration of being either misunderstood 

' or not understood at all because you and the 
| person with whom you.wanted to com- 
municate did not speak the same language. 


In such incidents lie the answer to the 
question which may be posed by some, “Why 
spend the time, effort and cash on the re- 
vision of the Scriptures which have already 
been translated into a given language by 
scmeone else”? 

Before going further, 
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however, it should 
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be underlined very emphatically that when 
the revision of an already translated passage 
is authorised and undertaken, this is neither 
a refiection upon the original translator nor 
upon the work done. 

The following are some of the reasons 
which make advisable and even urgent the 
revision of translations of the Scriptures in 
any language: 

i—Errors of spelling, omitted phrases, 
wrong words which exist in the original 
edition which may be presenting a garbled 
or entirely incomprehensible message to the 
people reading them. 

2—Changes in the language of the people, 
such as: 

a—introduction of new words and new 
terminology; 

b—dropping of other expressions from 
current usage; 

c—femiliar terms taking on wider mean- 
ings. 

3—A different generation of natives who 
are better educated and better qualified to 
serve as revisers and consultants of the 
missionary. 

4—The likelihood that with additional 
years of missionary work, there is a more 
extensive knowledge of the African dialect 
and vocabulary, customs, taboos and proverbs 
all of which have a direct bearing upon 
the task of making the Word of Life in- 
telligible to a people in their own language. 

The present revision of the Kipende Bible 
had its inception as follows: 


In 1954 the last edition of the Kipende 
New Testament became exhausted and a 
request was addressed to the American Bible 
Society in New York for help in printing an- 
other edition of the New Testament as well 
as a first edition of the entire Bible, (At 
this time, Miss Agnes Sprunger who had 
previously translated the New Testament 
was also nearing the completion of her manu- 
script of the Old Testament. This represent- 
ed the culmination of many long years of 
cereful and tedious work on her part.) 

As a result of our request, Dr. Hugene 

(Continued on page 6) 
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HOW WE USE THEM 
by Tina Quiring 
“Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou 
shalt find it after many days.” (Eccl. 11:1) 
This is an encouraging word to those who 


-are handing out tracts. They can he dis- 


tributed in many ways, but often very little 
present result is seen. However we are using 
them much and HAVE seen results. 


In our practical work we have found many 
ways of using tracts. A very important phase 
of our Bible School curriculum is personal 
work. Students going out for the first time 
ask, “How shall I begin, What shall I say?” 
The tracts, The Way of Life, and The Way 
of Death, and The Man Standing At The 
Crossroads have been a great help to our 
students in personal work. 

1. A tract helps to get personal contact. 

2. It helps to bring the-conversation te the 
point. 

3. It makes it easy for the soul winner to 
make a simple definite appeal for a de- 
cision. ; 

4. The illustrated message can be left 
with the person dealt with. 

One student going out with a supply of 
tracts met a man on the road. He inquired 
about the leaflets he had in his hand. The 
student explained the object of the tracts. 
The man said, “I wish that somebody would 
be willing to talk to me. I need spiritual 
help.” The student took the opportunity and 
after counseling with him and dealing with 
him, led him to make a decision for Christ. 

While going to the outstations students 
often distribute tracts by throwing them 
out of the car windows to those walking 
along the road or living close by. When con- 
ducting services we found tracts helpful to 
call the people together. Upon our arrival 
each student would take a supply of tracts 
and go from. house to house handing them 
out and inviting people to the services. In 
less than half an hour the people have 
gathered and the service can begin. 

Since no reading material is available for 
those occupying our 62 hospital beds, a tract 
is very welcome. At the same time it offers 
an opportunity to deal with souls about 
their salvation. 

The students often go to the market to 
hand out tracts. They always receive a real — 
blessing in testifying for their Lord while 
handing out tracts. Once in awhile they are 
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ridiculed and get discouraged, which is a 
part of every soul winner’s experience. 


‘“MUKHANDA GUDI AYE” 
by Earl Roth 

It is not uncommon to be stopped along 
a Congo road by one or more fellows waving 
letters, for a high percentage of their 
mail service is effected in this manner. But 
this day it was different. The fellows wav- 
ing the letters were two Catholic teachers. 
Why would they be waving letters addressed 
to us, a Protestant African overseer and 
an American missionary? With a pleased 
but puzzled expression, Kiboba Samuel, the 
overseer, took the letters and translating 
them into Kipende for my benefit, read the 
inquiring sentences of the te2zchers. They 
asked questions about Christ, God, the Holy 
Spirit, our beliefs on baptism, heaven, hell, 
end then stated what they had been taught 
(though seriously debating what they should 
believe) about these fundamental Bible doc- 
trines. 

What prompted this inquiry? Ecrlier that 
Sunday morning while enroute from a: re- 
gional school where we had slept, to an- 
other village where we were to have com- 
munion, we had made special effort to put 
a Gospel tract into the hands of everyone 
contacted. Kiboba Samuel had enthusiastical- 
ly waved tracts from the panel truck win- 
cow to men and boys along the road calling 
“Mukhanda gudi aye” (a tract for you). Hav- 
ing dropped them, he rejoiced in watching 
the men and boys scramble, pull, push and 
tussle to lay hold on them, catching them 
in mid-air or grabbing them off the ground. 
Two Catholic teachers secured some of these 
Gospel tracts which the Holy Spirit used to 
begin, in their minds, the weighing of the 
truth against falsehood. 

After a week word came from Kiboba tell- 
ing of various ways the Lord wes using the 
tracts which he had since distributed. Not 
enly has he had new opportunities for wit- 
nessing for Christ, but many of the stu- 
dents in our regional schools have been asked 
by their parents, relatives and villagers to 
read for them the tracts they had been 
given at school. 

Let us praise the Lord for this opportuni- 
ty! The forces of darkness and disillusion- 
ment are being weakened through the dis- 
tribution of Gospel tracts. 

Further comments on what tracts are doing— 

Tracts adapted for children are especially 
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useful. A, sermon is followed up by a tract 
on the sermon topic. It helps the people re- 
member what they heard. A topical sermon 
is preached during a meeting of our village 
teacher-evangelists and church leaders. The 
evangelists are then given supplies of a 
fitting tract. They return to their villages to 
preach on the topic and to follow up their 
preaching by distributing copies of the tract 
to the villagers—Anna Quiring 

We’ve successfully built Y.P.U. meetings 
éround a tract and have had several decisions 
for Christ. We also give them out at wom- 
en’s meetings asking them to go find some- 
one who can read it for them. This gives 
her opportunity to talk to the reader about 
spiritual things. We also give them to stu- 
dents on the promise that they’ll read them 
to loved ones in their home village. They 
like to “show off” their ability to read 
and parents are proud to listen.—Lois Slagle 


Tracts are softening up strongholds of 
darkness and false teaching. In especially 
difficult areas folks are beginning to say, 
“We like the mission—they give us something 
to read.’—Pete Falk 

Tracts on His Coming Draweth Nigh 
thrown from our cer window stirred such 
consternation in our northern region that 
villagers become convicted of sinful lives 
and voluntarily began fasting and gathering 
for prayer and discussion to prepare for 
His Return.—Levi Keidel 

What are tracts doing? God 2lone knows 
the whole story. We’re convinced they’re 
worthwhile. 


OUR NYANGA MATERNITY 
‘Continued from page 13) 
seems too great and we wonder if we 
can carry it any longer. But then the Lord is 
the One on whom we depend. He has not let 
us down. He has been strength in weakness. 
He has given us wisdom. He has not left us 
alone in this our responsibility, but has been 
standing by directing our hands and labors. 
And we know there are those who have come 
to know Him as Saviour and Lord of their 
lives. All honor and! glory to Him. 





About 
Booksellers in 


Congo 


The C.LM. has earned a reputation in lit- 
erature distribution of which she can be 
proud. Folks in sister missions are talking 
about the records C.I.M. is making in tract 
distribution, station book stores and itinerant 
beok sales. Most of the credit for sparking 
the fires in C.I.M. should go to our mission- 
ary Russel Schnell. Folks still talk about how 
he established the reputation of the book- 
store as a literature supply depot for the 
populace of the surrounding region during 
his years at Charlesville. When we joined 
the Schnells at Banga in June of 1952 we 
found that they had built a place with a 
cement floor and a metal roof from which 
to sell books but were living in a stick 
house with a dirt floor and a palm-leaf roof 
over their heads. Russel won’t know I’m 
saying all these nice things about him until 
he sees them in print, but I’m sure C.I.M. 
mission2ries will agree that he deserves the 
credit. 

One of the first things he did after our 
arrival was to take me on a trip to see 
the region, doing evangelistic work from 
village to village. He didn’t know it, but 
he’d taught me the ropes of colportage work 
at the same time. When I was given charge 
of the evangelistic work of the region, I 
found myself chucking a box of books into 
the truck and peddling them village to vil- 
lage. 


Earning a book sellers reputation in Congo 
involves more than the name implies. I can’t 
go for a trip of any distance into the area 





by Levi Keidel 


without being accosted by the question, “Oh 
hello! Do you have such-end-such a book?” 
—and if I don’t have the box along, I blush 
and make a stumbling apology while I vow 
in my heart that I won’t forget it next time. 


I built a partitioned box with a removable 
upper tray which facilitated display of litera- 
ture on my village trips. But there was a 
much greater variety than I could make 
available to village folks in a single box, and 
so there began in my mind the idea of a 
large display cupboard which could be 
mounted on the outside of a vehicle. 

My dream materialized when a Christian 
car dealer and a number of good-hearted 
folks in central Illinois made it’ possible for 
us to return to Congo in October 1956 with 
a Chevrolet carryall to be used primarily 
in village evangelistic and literature work. 
We built strong mounting sleeves into the 
body and designed a spacious cupboard 
which can be mounted or removed in about 
10 minutes. We now circulate throughout 
the region with a wide selection of litera- 
ture in every language we are likely to en- 
ccunter enroute. Sales have rocketed and the 
reputation of Banga colporteurs and the 
“Congo Bible Wagon” has spread far and 
wide and stirred enthusigsm in sister mis- 
sions for village distribution of Christian 
literature. On my first three trips into the 
region with the cupboard we sold (non 
profit) well over $200 worth of literature 
printed in six different languages. Seven 
large family Bibles sold to Portuguese com- 
mercial men in the region have stirred no 
little discussion and excitement, as the priest 
has the reputation of confiscating that kind 
of literature in their home land and it like- 
ly is the first Bible in their own language 
that many of them have seen. Pray with us 
that these Bibles may be the means of 
bringing them to Jesus Christ. 
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Experience with the “Bible wagon” has 
taught me one thing. If I must get some- 
where in a hurry, the book cupboard must 
stay at home. With the words “Buy some 
books” splashed on the outside in Chiluba 
and French, one cannot find a spot se- 
cluded enough along the road to stop for 
a tire check or a driver change without 
being overtaken by some eager customer. 
Out of breath from running, he asks the 
inevitable question, “What kind of books?” 
Once the cupboard is opened folks pop up 
from everywhere and come running to have 
a look. If a trip is chopped up with a number 
of such incidents, it can only mean that my 
supper will be warmed over, the store will 
be closed making it impossible for me to 
do my shopping, or the plane will have 
alreedy left. 

Our experience has exploded the theory 
that “Congolese are too poor to buy books.” 
What is available in the specific vernaculars 
of our C.I.M. area is tragically limited. Books 
made of newsprint with no pictures and 
bound in a brown paper cover will gather 
Gust and discolor in Congo just like they 
do in America. But vital material printed 
on hard-surfaced white paper, broken up 
with helpful illustrations, all wrapped up in 
a durable colorful cover that the eye can’t 
miss and sold at a price within reason, will 
sell if made available to the public. We’re 
proving it. 


AND HIS FACE FELL 

(Continued from ‘page 6) 
The other two came from their fields 
of service where they had been serving the 
Congo Church as overseers. For two of them 
it meant moving with families and an up- 
rooting in their home communities which 
they had known for years. But they came 
willingly when called and we have been most 
grateful for the prayerful and consecrated 
attitude they have shown toward their task. 
The Lord has blessed us richly as we have 
worked together. 

Two generous gifts from the Northern 
Bible Society through the intermediary of 
Rev. A. G. Becker of Woodburn, Indiana 
have financed almost entirely the costs of 
the revision program thus far. These gifts 
have been most deeply appreciated. 

In the period January 1956 to April, 1957, 
the New Testament was gone through verse 
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by verse. In some books large passages were 
left largely as they are in the original edi- 
tion. Others have been re-drafted to quite 
an extent. Changes made have been largely 
of the following types: 


1—Vocabulsry; substituting words. or 
phrases with wide usage for some with more 
limited usage that had been used. Many 
terms, especially those referring to items 
outside the culture of the Apende are now 
indicated by the French terms since this 
without question will be the one dominant 
and unifying: language in Congo in the fu- 
ture, 

2—Grammar; one chenge that has es- 
pecially been made is the usage of the pas- 
sive mood of the verb when the sense so 
indicates. 

3—Orthography; the ‘early missionaries 
who did not distinguish in their spelling 
between three distinct varicties of the k 
sound. They were all represented by the 
simple letter “k”. Two varieties of the t 
sound were also indicated only as “t’. These 
cistinctions ere now made in the revised 
edition by different spelling. 

4.-Phrasing and word order; there is a 
tendancy in the present edition to follow 
closely the long and involved sentence struc- 
tures typical of some of the passages in 
English. As a result these have not always 
been clear to the Mupende reader. An ef- 
fort has been made to re-phrase and to re- 
place long involved sentences with short- 
er ones so as to make for greater reading 
ease and greater reader comprehension. 

During the month of March we greatly 
appreciated and profited from the brief 
visit of Dr. Wm. Smalley, also of the 
American Bible Society, who came to coun- 
sel with us and help us in our work. 

At present, due to personnel needs on the 
field the committee has been disbanded. The 
New Testament has been reviewed and is in 
manuscript form. Upon returning from fur- 
lough in the summer of 1959, we plan, if 
the Lord so wills, to reassemble the com- 
mittee and to undertake the revision of the 
Old Testament. Whenever this is accom- 
plished, the American Bible Society has 
pledged to print for us the entire Bible in 
the language of the Apende people of Congo. 

They wait anxiously for that day. Join 
with us in prayer that their desire may be 
eranted. 


1} 





Big Things For Chiluba Literature 


The chiluba tongue is one of the six main languages of Congo. It reaches one fourth 
or three million of her population. This is the language used by four of our C.I.M. sta- 
tions as well as two other sister mission societies. Inter-mission literature committees 
have been set up in each of these main language areas. You will be interested in reading 
a news release written by our missionary Robert Bontrager and published in the CONGO 


/ 
Delegates of intermission conference 


MISSION NEWS, which deals with the inter-mission Chiluba Conference: 





Conference in session 


CHILUBA CONFERENCE 


The A.P.C.M. the C.I.M. and the Westcott 
Mission met in conference at Lake Mun- 
kamba August 21-22 to organize the chiluba 
area for Christian literature. 


Rev. Levi Keidel, chairman for the con- 
ference, was elected regional secretary for 
chiluba and will represent the area in the 
Congo Central Literature Committee. Mr. 
Pierre Kayemba Nzongolola. served as 
minutes secretary. Chiluba was the language 
of the conference, both for discussion and 
for recording minutes. 


African and missionary delegates shared 
ideas for co-operation in a regional litera- 
ture program. Mission presses, French litera- 
ture, the Chiluba edition of ENVOL, distri- 
bution, the Tract-In-Every-Home project, 
current literature projects and long range 
planning were major items of discussion. 


Steps were taken to compile a complete 
inventory of Chiluba literature published 
by the missions. Projects were voted for the 
years 1958, 1959 and 1960. These include 
ENVOL, a Bible index, a Church history, a 
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Bible concordance, correspondance courses, 
Christian biographies, Biblical dramas, texts 
and helps for pastors, PILGRIM’S PROG- 
RESS and a family devotional booklet. 

Representation in future area literature 
eonferences was voted to continue at two 
African and two missionary delegates per 
mission. This action underlines the success 
of bringing African leaders into mission 
literature planning and activity. 

The Congo-wide organiz2tion for literature 
now stands completed with six regional com- 
mittees, each headed by a secondary respon- 
sible for co-ordinating and promoting a pro- 
gram. With the exception of chiluba, the 
five other language areas were organized 
during 1956 in a series of conferences spon- 
sored jointly by the Congo Protestant Coun- 
cil and Evangelical Literature Overseas. Re- 
gional secretaries, together with the Congo 
Literature Secretary, form. the Central Litera- 
ture Committee. Plans call for the initial 
meeting of this committee preceding the 
convening of the Congo Protestant Council in 
Leopoldville during February of next year. 
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OUR NYANGA 
MATERNITY 


Today I want to tell you about our new maternity hospital 
which we occupied in April of this year. It was built with 
government funds and the equipment too was furnished by 
the Belgian government. 

Our maternity unit consists of five buildings. The main 
hospital building which includes two wards, labor room, 
delivery room, sterilizing room and office. The apartment 
building has two-room apartments where our nurses live 
and another building serves as their kitchen. Our mothers- 
in-waiting are housed in a four ward building with a larger 
kitchen opposite the wards. 

The hospital building is fully equipped with hospital fur- 
niture. And if you would see it, you would say, “Blue! and 
isn’t it beautiful!’’—and some of you would say, Why I’ve 
never seen anything like it.” Anyway we here at Nyanga 
had never seen anything like it, neither did we ever dream 
of having such a fully equipped hospital. 

The wards include beds, bassinettes, chairs and bedside 
tables (15 in all). And remember all in a beautiful baby 
blue. It could not be more beautiful. Just off each ward is 
a shower room. Next we walk into the labor room which 
has three low beds and a built-in linen cupboard. 

Adjoining the labor room is the delivery room which is 
fully equipped with a delivery table, baby scales, stretcher, 
dressing cart operating table, glass instrument case with in- 
struments for normal, abnormal and surgical cases, and other 
small pieces such as you would need to make it complete. 

The sterilizing room contains the autoclave and instru- 
ment sterilizer with double pressure stoves. 

Next we have the office and drug room combined. The 
office furniture consists of 2 steel cupboards, office desk and 
chair, 3 steel tables and steel book shelves. 

Our operating room furniture has been moved to the 
operating room at the dispensary awaiting for our doctor. 
We praise the Lo:d that our doctor is forthcoming. 

A lot of the equipment ard instruments have not been 
vsed ond of course won’t be until our doctor comes. To say 
the least we are anxiously waiting for his arrival. With 
more than 60 babies each month the responsibility sometimes 

(Continued on page 9) 


Maternity Building 





a word to the Women’s 
Auxiliary about where 
their “layettes” go — 


by Leona Enns 





Baby clinic in the villages 





A break for dinner 


Mrs. Entz holding baby 











TTL LL MMI MII LIL, 


Personal... 


MESSAGES 





From Banga 


Dear Christian Friends: 

“Praise ye the Lord. I will praise the 
Lord with my whole heart.—The works of 
the Lord are great.—He hath made his won- 
derful works to be remembered; the Lord — 
is gracious end full of compassion.’ Psalm 
111 :la) 2a, 47 5 

This is a day to be remembered in our 
lives and we truly have so much to praise 
the Lord for. On November 3rd 25 years 
ago we first said good bye to American 
shores and set our faces toward sunny 
Afric?. As I write this it-all comes back 
to me clear as a picture as I see in my 
mind the scene of the farewell prayer meet- 
ing in the cabin of the boat the West Kobar. 
We were only 5 in this little prayer band. 
Mother, Dad, Rev. Eash (secretary of the 


Mission board et that time) and ourselves. 
But we felt the presence of the Lord and 





knew we were following His calling to this 
land where we have labored together with 
him for almost 25 years. We cannot say 
that until January 17, 1933: as that was 
the date we first put our feet on Charlesville 
station. You can see by the above date that 
travel in those days was rether slow as 
ccmpared to travel of Missionaries now, but 
we enjoyed it all very much. 

We spent 18 years in service at Charles- 
ville, the first station of C.11.M. and the 
others since then here at Banga. Through it 
oll we felt the abiding presence of our Lord 
in times of storm and calm and can say 
with Paul that “Jesus is the same Yesterday, 
Today and Forever” which He truly has 
been to us. 


On September 25th we celebrated our 25th 
wedding anniversary, very quietly as we plan 
to celebrate it with some of our close friends 
end our children on January 1st, the Lord 
willing. We want to thank the Lord from 
the bottom of our hearts for the many bless- 
ings we have enjoyed during these years. 
It would be hard to enumerate the many 
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blessings both spiritually and physically that 
the Lord has blessed us with in these 23 
years, so I will mention just a few of the 
highlights. One of which is that He has 
given us four children to train and guide in 
the service of their Lord and Mester. 


They were all born here in Africa which 
they have learned to love more than our 
American homeland. Carolyn the oldest who 
has been in U.S. since 1953 was married this 
summer to Jerry Yost and is now teaching 
third grade in Moorestown, New Jersey. The 
other three children are et present at Kajiji 
in the school for missionary children. We 
feel that this school has been a real bless- 
ing to the children both spiritually and 
mentally, and we are very thankful for the 
efforts and sacrifices the teachers and house- 
perents have undergone for the growth of 
the school. , 


Another of the blessings is that we have 
been able to work together in the education 
of the African children. Although at times 
it has been very hard to show them the 
value of an education we feel that if some 
have learned to know the great teacher 
Jesus ¢s their Saviour it is worth all the 
Cissappointments and discouragements we 
have had to encounter these years. In 19590 
we started with about 75 in the Regional 
school here at Banga, but at the present 
time we have over 300 in the grade school. 


It has elways been a thrill to me when 
we can go out into the villages and tell 
them the story of our Saviour’s love and 
visit and encourage the schools. It is a 
privilege to be able to make these visits 
throughout the year, and we feel that if 
we could go oftener the people would be 
more encouraged to send their children to 
school where they can lesrn to know their 
Saviour. 


As we draw near the Christmas season we 
are brought to remember again of the won- 
derful Gift of love that God has given to 
mankind in our Lord and Saviour. We wish 
you all a joyous time as you celebrate the 


birth of our Saviour, and may you dedicate 
your lives anew in showing others more 
than ever before this wonderful gift in the 
coming year is our prayer for you. Thank- 
ing you for the cards and letters that you 
have sent from time to time and hoping to 
hear from you in the future we are, 
Yours in His service 
Helen and Russell Schnell 


Mutena, Par Tshikapa 
Congo Belge, Africa 
Oe 13; 91957 
Touring Mutena Station 

It is now almost three months since we 
arrived here in the Congo for our third term 
of service. Our trip had been quite pleasant 
and especially so because we were travel- 
ing with two other missionary families, 
namely the Waldo Herders also coming to 
C.IL.M. and the McCutcheon family going to 
the A.P.C.M. field toward the east of us. 
Customs took only one day and we were 
able to continue on to our field within a 
week from the day we docked. Arriving at 
Mutena on the 18th of July we found many 
things much as we had left them end yet 

there were quite a few changes. 


There was the new primary school for 
which we had prayed for a long time and 
also there was the new Larry Kaufman Me- 
morial Bible school elmost completed. These 
two additions to Mutena station are beauti- 
ful to behold and they are more beautiful 
still when we consider the improvement they 
will add to the work of sowing the seed in 
the lives of the boys and girls who will come 
seeking knowledge. Both of these new 
buildings are now in use and are being at- 
tended by some 260 students. 


Among the other changes which we very 
soon noted wes the added responsibility car- 
ried by African personnel. Four weeks after 
we arrived we bid farewell to the Dick 
family who left for their furlough. It was 
school vacation time and consequently there 

(Continued on next page) 


were not too many activities during the 
week with the exception of the medical work 
and the industrial. However with the ar- 
rival of September and the coming of some 
five hundred school children,. and the short- 
age of staff, we very soon found ourselves 
of necessity forced to delegate more and 
more responsibility to Africans. We often 
question ourselves of the advisibility of giv- 
ing them so great a load, yet they have ac- 
cepted these extra opportunities of service 
and have responded nobly to the great task 
that lies before them. We pray that the 
staff shortage may be a blessing in disguise 
in that it will strengthen the indigenous 
church. 


If we personally could conduct you on 
a tour of the activities on and off the sta- 
tion we would point out to you perhaps 
first of ell the industrial phase of the work 
as it is this part which permits us to carry 
on in an acceptable manner the work that 
needs to be done. The 1-W boys, Willie and 
Merle, are putting the finishing touches to 
the new Bible School while at the same 
time other men under their supervision are 
building our houses for African teachers and 
two dormitories for students. Furnishings 
for these buildings are being made in the 
carpenter shop and the garage is used al- 
most daily to keep the motor vehicles on 
the road hauling building materials. But 
then we go on to the medical work where 
some two hundred patients are being treat- 
ed daily by the two nurses, Lois Slagle and 
Mary Hiebert and their African helpers. Once 
a week they make a trip out into the terri- 
tory to four different points for clinics which 
are largely attended. Besides these clinics 
in the territory, there are the weekly clin- 
ics on the station which are frequented by 
some 200 mothers with their babies. In each 
cese a service is held where the people 
hear the Word of God. This tremendous 
demand for medical help is taxing the nurs- 
es to the utmost and we keenly feel the 
need of a doctor here at Mutena. Won’t you 
help us pray that this great need may soon 
be met? 


Now we would go with you to the girls 
dormitories where some 70 girls are active- 
ly engaged in making fields and preparing 
their food during the time when they are 
not in school. Then we take you on to the 
two grass roofed buildings where the 50 
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boys under the direction of Wilmer Sprung- 
er, 1-W, and two African teachers are learn- 
ing the art of woodworking. Again we move 
on to the new Memorial Bible School where 
two Africans, under the direction of Lois 
Slagle, are teaching the word of God to some 
80 students who are preparing to be out- 
station teachers. Just across the path we see 
the teacher training school whose 74 stu- 
dents are studying the P’s and Q’s of teach- 
ing methods best suited to the needs of the 
African schools. The approximately 200 stu- 
dents in these three schools are provided 
with food or money to buy food and it is 
on this score that you will find one or the 
other of the 1-W boys on the road with the 
big truck or the panel trying to find enough 
manioc to fill their stomachs. The 300 pri- 
many school children must find their own 
means of sustenance. 


We now take you out to the regional 
schools, there we distribute school supplies 
tc: the more than 3000 children who are in 
attendance in close to a hundred classes. We 
cannot visit them all as the demands on the 
station are too great for us to take more 
than one day away from our work there. 


Saturday afternoon arrives and again one 
of us goes out into the territory for regional 
church services and communion services. 
This responsibility rests heavily upon the 
Assistant Pastors. We are very thankful to 
have en African who is very capable in 
church administration and who has discharg- 
ed this responsibility very well. But we 
would plead with you to remember him as 
temptations are round about him as they 
ere close to others who serve our Savior. 


Just two weeks ago we realized the fruits 
of these labors in that over a hundred souls 
followed our Lord in baptism. Several bap- 
tism services have been held in the out- 
stations within the last two months. These 
are the blessings which the Church of Christ 
in Congo is reaping lbecause of the faith- 
fulness of redeemed souls and their concern 
for the lost. 


Yours, for the lost in Congo, 
George, Justina, and Loren Ray Neufeld 


~~ 


It costs more to avenge a wrong than to 
endure it. 
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Mrs, James DILLER WRITES— 


THE TALE OF NEVER-FAIL, A 
MISSIONARY’S SUITCASE 


Sime Greet feet ODOR oo. ..0UCch! SOh, 
hello, perdon me while I try to gather my- 
self together and then J’ll make the neces- 
sary introductions. One of my hinges seems 
t» be acting up these days. 

My name is Never-fail, at least that’s what 
I call myself. I guess because it never fails 
that when there’s a trip to be made—I go 
along. It all started a year ago when Dr. 
and Mrs. Diller saw an advertisement about 
me in the catalog. It read: “Strongest lug- 
gege we know of! This suitcase begins with 
a 3-ply all wood box actually molded into 
shape. Cover is non-scuff vinyl plastic im- 
pregnated fabric. Has tough vinyl plastic 
binding. Metal closing edges are tongue and 
groove constructed to seal out dust and 
dampness. Opens easy, locks securely.” And 
so, since the Dillers had just a few articles 
they couldn’t squeeze in anywhere else be- 
fcre they left for Belgium—they bought me. 
That was way back in September, ’56, and 
a lot has happened to me since then. 

I was treated quite nicely on the ocean 
voyage to Rotterdam and received only a 
few minor scratches. Being smaller than 
the ten looming footlockers which accom- 
panied me, I was allowed in the cabin and 
had a nice soft bed under a bed, (if you 
know what I mean.) Occassionally I was 
brought out when my contents were searched 
by the Mrs. and at times I was used as a 
seat by Collette and Janelle, who then were 
only 2 and 1 years old. I also served as iron- 
ing board, with the help and protection of a 
towel. The ocean was a little rocky for a 
couple days, but it didn’t upset me much. 


Even the taxi-trailer trip from Rotterdam 
to Brussels was tolerable. I did notice it 
was cooler and raining a little when we 
were unloaded in Brussels, but my vinyl 
plastic impregnated cover took care of that. 
Soon after I was unpacked I was ushered 
rather unceremoniously, or rather pushed, 
into the coldest bedroom of a two-bedroom 
apartment and unhappily heard the verdict 
that “Yes, this coldest bedroom would be best 
used just for storing the luggage and maybe 
drying the clothes.” Often the following six 
months when the Dillers were studying 
French, I wished for a fur cover in exchange 
for my plastic. I did get a lot of rest though 
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and enjoyed myself except for the annoy- 
ance of the laundry dripping on me and leav- 
ing little spots, which still show. 

Thanksgiving and Christmas, and even the 
New Year, ’57, came and went without my 
ence being used for traveling. Then in March 
it was rumored among the luggage pieces 
that we would all soon be making another 
move. This time to Antwerp, Belgium. Here 
Dr. Diller was to take the tropical medicine 
ccurse required by the Belgian government 
of all medical personnel going to the Congo, 
the course and examinations being given in 
French. This sounded like a big order to us, 
but we knew God who had helped thus far 
would continue to give these missionaries 
strength and courage. 

While living in Antwerp, I was placed on 
the top of a bedroom wardrobe next to the 
study. During the five months there, I was 
brought down once for a week-end trip to 
London, but other than that my main occu- 
pation was resting. I will never forget the 
joyful day (was July 5, 1957) when word 
was brought home that Dr. Diller had passed 
the course and now final preparations could 
be made for going to Belgian Congo, August 
30. I almost jumped off the wardrobe for 
praise! About a week after this some of the 
footlockers were packed with “stuff we can 
get along without,” labeled and shipped to 
Africa so as to be there to greet the rest of 
us on our later arrival. 


As for me, I was fortunate to be includ- 
ed in a two-week trip through Europe. 
What a refreshing change it was after all 
that French study. First was Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, with its picturesque city canals. 
Then came Paris, France, followed by in- 
teresting new sights in Switzerland (Ge- 
neva, Zurich, the Bible school at Beatenburg, 
the famous snow-capped Jung Frau moun- 
tain.) From Switzerland we took a long 
ride to Karlsruhe, Germany, where the 
World Mennonite Conference was attended 
briefly. Then heading south-east to the Ba- 
varian section of Germany, we saw more 
mountains and Hitler’s old hideout. Unfor- 
tunately for me, in this part of the trip 
the trunk of the Little Rekord car was be- 
coming more and more crowded with souve- 
nirs. Once when the lid was being closed, 
I didn’t give—and I still wear a hole in my 
vinyl plastic impregnated cover. Regardless, 
on to Austria we went for a brief look and 

(Continued on page 18) 
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then back through Frankfort, Germany, for 
views of the Rhine near Weisbaden. 
I was certainly ready for a good rest when 


we arrived in Antwerp, but, ales, this was’ 


not to be. Now only ten days: were left be- 
fore the Brussels to Leopoldville air flight 


August 30. So I was unpacked and repack-— 


ed with haste and bid a temporary goodbye 
to my larger relatives, the remaining foot- 
lockers, as they hurriedly left to catch the 
next boat to Congo. 

It was exciting to be allowed to travel by 
plane, my first such experience. What a 
thrilling 16 hour flight—with midnight Pepsi 
Colas at the stopover in Casablanca, Morocco, 
and then morning coffee in Kano, Nigeria. 
I couldn’t help but feel sorry for the foot- 
lockers who had to spend 16 days in the 
hold of a ship to cover the same distance. 


In Leopoldville, where we stayed for two 
weeks while Dr. Diller completed a govern- 
ment-required training period in hygiene, I 
wesn’t even unpacked but rather elevated 
to the status of the next best thing—a dresser 
drawer. Then September 13 we headed by 
train for Kimpese, a missionary medical cen- 
ter, where a month’s government required 
stage was accomplished. After being used as 
a dresser drawer there, I was good and 
ready to head back to Leopoldville for a 
little rest. It proved to be just a weekend 
for we were to take a 6:15 A.M. plane to Kik- 
wit October 15. It was an early hour to go to 
work but at Kikwit we were joyfully greet- 
ed by Mukedi missionaries and I forgot my 
glumpiness. They informed us we had an 
8-hour truck trip ahead of us. I can’t re- 
member exactly the rut, but it was on that 
8-hour truck trip from Kikwit to Mukedi 
that this one hinge of mine started to act 
up. Oh, these Congo roads! 

Well, anyway, I’m told I can have a six 
months rest here while the Dillers study 
Kipende and work with Dr. Schwartz before 
moving on to Nyanga around April or May. 
But, who knows? Maybe I’ll be brought out 
some unexpected moment to go somewhere 
again. After all, I’m Never-fail, a mission- 
ary’s suitcase, and despite wear and tear I 
wouldn’t choose to be anything else. 


October 21, 1957 


Aganetha Friesen writes from 


Banga Station 
Dear Friends, 


I am happy in the work here and in my 
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generally they want to embroider 


home. There are still some adjustments to 
be made and we are trusting the Lord to 
help us make them according to His will. 


At Charlesville, after we opened the clinic 
in the villages, I felt the Africans appreciat- 
ed greatly what we were trying to do and 
I think it opened many hearts and doors to 
the mission. After seeing the results there 
my aim is to open several here in Banga 
territory. I have heard from several Con- 
golese in this territory, “The Catholics seem 
to show more of an interest in us or try 
to help us more.” They have a pick up and 
go into the villages to. see people and bring 
in the sick and full term maternity cases. 
They also have better buildings. I still am ~ 
not quite clear just how far to go—thinking 
of the financial too; but I hope to be able 
to go out one day a week. 


Last month we had 18 new babies; so far 
this month ten. Our baby clinic has about 
coubled in number since I am here. We had 
42 last week. We are looking for even more 
this week. We try to teach them a point in 
hygiene or care of the child besides a Gos- 
pel message each week. Last week I show- 
ed them how it was the parent’s fault if 
the children had worms. I have heard from 
the village that some of the things are re- 
peated so they must get part of it. 


Then also, I have started sewing classes 
with the girls in school. Last week I had 
ten hours with the different groups. Some 
of the girls have never used a needle be- 
fore in their lives. Well, they are learning 
the simple stitches, then patching and but- 
ton holes. Their aim is to do fancy work. I 
did not come prepared to teach sewing so 
I must look for matcrials. Some of the girls, 
the older ones, do not do so bad at patching. I 
think next I will teach them to do some hem- 
stitching. I have some bleached muslin which 
will not be too bad for hankies for them. 
They can embroider a corner. I will have 
enough embroidery thread for that. Most 
every 
corner and center too. 


I am looking forward to a blessed year 
of service with His help. 


Nyanga Station 
October: 13, 1957 
Bush-style Wedding 
Dear Friends, 
Pastor Ngongo David, Sadie Dyck .and I 
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were out at Kakotshi for regional meeting 
today. We had such a large group of people 
out there under a tree far too small to 
provide shade for us all. It was quite an 
experience for Sadie. The first regional meet- 
ing she attended and it so happened that 
there wes a couple married just before the 
regular preaching service. Yesterday about 
4:00 o’clock a young man came to the house 
and asked me to give him the wedding gar- 
ments. Leona, who has charge of the wed- 
ding garments and dressing the brides, is 
at the lake and she did not anticipate a wed- 
Ging so did not tell us where to get the 
clothes and so what to do, was the question. 
I remembered one of the Christians in the 
mission village had a formal wedding dress 
made out of bleached muslin, so I sent him 
there, but he came back saying that it had 
been sent out into another direction for a 
wedding last Sunday and had not been 
returned. Sadie got very curious how I 
would manage to get that bride ready to 
be married this morning. So I permitted her 
to come into the dressing room which was 
the teacher’s house at the regional school. 
She wore a pale yellow street length dress 
with a white veil made out of a piece of 
marquisette curtain material and a corsage 
of lovely white tea roses tied with a pretty 
pale green ribbon Aunt Ada Liechty had 
left with me. I better not mention the color 
of shoes and anklets; that would spoil the 
picture. The important thing was, that Sadie, 
who had never seen a Congo bride, could 
not get over how sweet the bride looked. 


After the regular service was dismissed we 
had communion service with 53 present at 
the Lord’s table. We left at 7:00 and were 
back just at 12:00. Five hours of good hard 
work, one could almost call it a day. 


We have had some severe cases of illness 
among the school children. One of the older 
girls from the camp is just getting over 
meningitis. She was a very sick girl and we 
did not know whether she would make it. 
In answer to prayer and good care of our 
medical staff she is getting better. Last week 
another little girl of ten years came down 
with the same sickness, but is also doing 
fine under treatment and we are looking for 
complete recovery for her also. 


Continue to pray with us for all these 
responsibilities. We realize it is also a great 
privilege to have these young people to 
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work with and to train for future leader- 
ship. 
Sincerely in Him, 
Anna H. Quiring 


Mukedi Station 
Margaret Friesen writes of 
First impressions 
Dear Friends, 

It is a little over two months since ar- 
riving at Mukedi station and for the time 
being I am busy studying the language. Al- 
though not easy, I believe with much perse- 
verance and prayerful study this barrier can 
be conquered. To help me learn the language 
more quickly, I am training a boy to do the 
house work and cooking. Should you be 
here with me I think you would agree that 
it would simplify matters to do the house 
work and cooking yourself rather than go 
through the pains of repeated instructions 
day after day. 

I have found that one is never alone in 
the Congo, be it invited guests or not. I 
am thinking of the many times I have been 
caught off guard and suddenly up the wall 
went several lizards, plus many other de- 
scriptive bugs, spiders, ants, etc. And, if you 
find a few ants in your food, just shake them 
off and go on eating. Those are only minor 
issues. 

But, I am thinking of other company— 
unexpected many times also. Not exactly 
invited guests, but there they are. First, 
you hear the patter of small feet on your 
verandah, and then there they are before 
you. Yes, countless many wide-eyed African 
boys and girls who have probably come to 
see what you look like, what you might 
say, how you will act, etc. What a challenge 
they present and within me rises en urge 
to learn their language and that day of 
krowing it, can’t come too soon. Just think, 
some day soon I may have the privilege 
of telling them how I came to know the 
Lord as my Saviour and Lord and even a 
greater thrill will be to lead them to know 
Him as Lord and Master of their lives. Pray 
with me, won’t you? 


As a general rule, those truths which we 
highly relish, and which shed a degree of 
practical light upon the things which we are 
required to give up for God, are leadings of 
Divine grace, which we should follow with- 
out hesitation.—Fenelon, 


a 





I-W Missionaries 
John Janzen and Larry Graber 


FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

Since arriving at the bustling port town 
of Matadi, and frantically struggling through 
customs, we have barely had time to catch 
our breath. We’ve found a vast field of 
variety.in Congo, everything from scenery 
of undescribable beauty, to filth and disease 
in its most atrocious state, all of which we 
have just begun to explore. 

As for Kamayala station itself, we think 
it’s the greatest. That goes for the mis- 
sionaries too, who have really gone out of 
their way to make us feel at home. They’ve 
helped us out of many predicaments in our 
first attempt at housekeeping and have as- 
sisted us in getting acquainted with the 
Africans. Mr. Jantzen is helping us with 
our language study and already we can 
stumble through short sentences with the 
aid of gestures on our part, and a good 
in:agination on the part of the natives. 

We've had a good share of exciting ex- 
periences already, including, among other 
things, the precarious crossing of an old, 
rickety, rotted-out bridge, or the overnight 
camping trip, which found us 20 miles from 
nome in a tropical rainstorm. 

Our home here at Kamayala is just across 
the road from an orphanage, and the chil- 
dren there are so cute that we cannot help 
but become attached to them. For instance, 
there is tiny George, who has a mania for 
rolling an old truck tire around, and little 
Leo, who has not one good word for any- 
thing resembling clothes. At mealtime the 
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tots all gather round in a circle, and greedily 
eat their fill of capterpillars and manioc 
reots. 

Our initial impressions of Congo have 
been vivid. We enjoy our work and are 
looking forward to many new and rich ex- 
periences. 

John M. Janzen 
Larry B. Graber 


MISSIONARIES 
ON FURLOUGH 

Rev. and Mrs. Loyd Brown, Bluffton, Ohio 

Rev. and Mrs. Elmer J. Dick, Mountain 
Lake, Minnesota 

Rev. and Mrs. Sam Ediger, Rt. 1, Box 472, 
Dallas, Oregon ‘ 

Rev. and Mrs. Ben Eidse, Steinbach, Mani- 
toba, Canada 

Rev. and Mrs. Peter Falk, Morden, Mani- 
tobe, Canada 

Miss Sara Friesen, Jansen, Nebraska 

Rev. and Mrs. Bllis Gerber, Rt. 2, Box 
310 Orrville Ohio 

Miss Frieda Guengerich, Deer Creek, Ili- 
nois 

Miss Irena Liechty, Berne, Indiana 

Miss Agnes Lutke, 111 Miller Avenue, 
Dallas, Oregon 

Rev. and Mrs. Rudolph Martens, 4215 South 
Rockwell, Chicago, Illinois 

Miss Amanda Reimer, Steinbach, Mani- 
teba, Canada 

Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Rocke, Groveland, 
Illinois 

Miss Selma Unruh, Hillsboro, Kansas 


CANDIDATES 


Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Barkmean, Lorette, 
Manitoba, Canada 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Claasen, Whitewater, 
Kansas 


Miss Mary Epp, 4609 South Woodlawn 
Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois 

Dr. and Mrs. Henry Hildebrand, Tourond, 
Manitoba, Canada 

Miss Sue Schmidt, 4610 South Woodlawn 
Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois 

Rev. and Mrs. Richard Steiner, Wauseon, 
Ok.io 

Mr. Paul Roth, Jr.—I-W—720 Main Street, 
Newton, Kansas 

Mr. Alan Siebert—I-W—Salix, Iowa 
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THE EMERGING CHURCH 








aaa a 
Pastor Kazadi Matthew and 
Rev. John Thiessen 


Pastor Kazadi Matthew completes his six 
month visit to the U.S. and Canada this 
month. On January 3 he will fly to Belgium 
for a short visit and on Jan. 10 to Ibadan, 
Nigeria to attend the Pan African Church 
Conference to which he is a delegate from 
the Congo Church. Here is the message he 
has given in many of ot:r Churches on 

THE EMERGING C.LM. CHURCH 

Before the missionary came to us in 
Congo with the Message of Reconciliation 
to God through Jesus Christ, we in the 
Congo worshipped many idols end thought 
we were worshiping the true God through 
the medium of these idols and things. We 
would hold something in our hand and 
look up to the skies to God, the Great Be- 
ing, of whom we had a very vague idea. 
Sometimes we would kill a chicken and pre- 
pare it as a sacrifice, and es it was losing 
its blood we would look up to heaven, thus, 
we thought we were having access to the 
true God. The first missionaries had to 
show us the true way to worship and it was 
difficult to find even a few people to ac- 
cept. I was one of the first forty Christi2zns 
in the Congo Inland Mission to accept Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour and to go on in the 
things of God and accept the teachings of 
the missionaries. 

The other day when I was riding along 
with Mr. Ediger, I asked him what the peo- 
ple of America worship, who don’t worship 
the true God. How do they think they are 
obtaining access to God if they don’t be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ? He told me that he 
supposed the people in America worshipped 
their property and the beautiful things they 
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have, and the gods of money, of fame, of 
position, and things like that. I wonder if 
they really think they are getting access 
to God through these things which they wor- 
ship. I believe that we in the Belgian Congo 
were sincere in believing that we were wor- 
skipping the true God through the idols and 
things which we used. But, I know now that 
we were mistaken and that all of those who 
attempted to worship God in this way were 
really eternally lost and that I will never 
see them in heaven. 

The early Christians and the early mis- 
sionaries in our land had very much trouble. 
First of all, our own people in the villages 
and the people of our tribes tried to get 
us to return to the idols and to frighten us 
away from the worship of the true God. In 
the second place, we could not read for 
ourselves. Therefore, we had to depend upon 
what the missioneries told us and if you 
depend entirely upon what people tell you, 
it is easily forgotten, and when you are 
away from the people you think it is not 
real and you are tempted to turn back to 
your old ways. In the third place, we were 
very few in number and everybody likes to 
be with a crowd. So, the fact that we were 
few in number was a great problem to us. 

I went out often to help the missionaries 
in the villages and it was very difficult 
to get the people to come. And when we 
would open the Bible to read the people 
would run away because they feared that 
we were writing them up to the State man 
and so they went into the forest and hid. 
But gradually more and more came to ac- 
cept the Gospel and as we persisted in 
preaching and in witnessing they saw that 
we really had en experience in our hearts 
which helped us and took away our fears, 
and they also wanted to accept this. 

Forty people in our mission in the early 
years made the nucleus of the church. They 
banded together; they remembered they had 
now received something worthwhile to wor- 
ship and which gave them inner peace and 
a new satisfaction. And soon there were 
forty more and -then more, and then we 
went out to new places and new villages 
had places to worship, but there were al- 
ways the same difficulties and problems. 

There are still the same difficulties and 
the same problems today, but we who are 
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left, who saw wie beginning, are very happy 
today because we have a larger number and 
we do not feel so alone. We have approxi- 


mately 20,000 church members in C.I.M. We 


have nearly 100 missionaries and in the 


early days it seemed that we had so few. 


missionaries. We have 17 ordained pastors 
and more than 800 evangelists who are 
teaching out in the villages and on the sta- 
tions and who are also preaching the Word 
of God and helping the people with singing 
and in their church life. There are also 
some independent workers and many lay- 
men who are volunteer workers. In recent 
years the church has shown much growth 
and there is good interest and attention and 
there ere many converts especially among 
our younger people. 

The church in Congo is beginning to have 
a burden for its own people and they desire 
to go forward with the things of the Lord. 
The missionaries have been telling us that 
we cannot always depend upon them and 
they have been urging us to take respon- 
sibility for our own church and to bring 
the Gospel to our own people and we @re 
beginning to do that more. But, we still 
need the missionaries to help us to a better 
organization and to help us establish our 
church. I am here in America because the 
church in Congo sent me to see for my- 
self how the church in America is estab- 
lished and how you do things here, hoping 
that I might teke some ideas and some new 
things back to my people which will strength- 
en the church there and help us to be a 
self-supporting and self-propagating church. 

I see that America is great in many things. 
I see your fine fields of corn and your abun- 
dant crops and I wonder wheat you will do 
with all the corn and the other crops which 
I see you are harvesting. I see also you have 
many machines and many things to help you 
to the better things of life and I have a 
greet desire to have these things for my 
people. But, although I see these many 
things I still try to see the church and I 
want to know what makes your church go 
forward and I hope that I can find out what 
these things are, what makes the church go 
forward, so thet I can go back and help my 
church in Congo to grow stronger. 

I want to say six things about the church 
in Congo. 

First, we worship God and Jesus Christ. 


Second, we remember that we are a new 
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family, a new tribe, and we always look for 
new fellow believers. 

Third, we are trying to help ourselves in 
the work of the church. We do this in three 
ways: first, we ere building chapels, better 
chapels made of inaterials which will not 
fall away so soon, second, we are glad for 
strangers to come to our villages, especially 
if they are Christians and we try to help 
strangers to becoine members of our church- 
es and to make them feel at home; third, 
we are learning’ fo help each other in a 
material way and in a spiritual way. 

Fourth, we are becoming stewards; we are 
learning to give and to: tithe. 

Fifth, we admonish one another in the. 
things of the Christian life. We are trying 
to become better in living the Christian life 
end to attain that holiness of life which the 
Bible teaches. 

Sixth, we are a church of prayer. We take 
our troubles to the Lord instead of the idols. 
I believe we are beginning to stand together 
on the true foundation which is Jesus Christ. 

The church in Congo today reminds me of 
the church which is described in the Book 
of Acts, the church of the Apostles. First, 
they were few in number. Second, they 
had a lot of troubles.and third, they were 
one in heart, they had all things in com- 
mon, they were one group, they gathered 
together often, they gathered in the house 
of God, speaking to the Heavenly Father, 
telling him all the troubles that were in 
their hearts. So do we in the Congo. And 
thirdly, God continually added to the church 
and as He added to the Apostolic church, He 
is adding to our church in Congo every dey, 
every week and every year. Every year 
during the past few years nearly 2,000 mem- 
bers have been edded to the church. 

Many people in America have asked me 
since I have been here, if the missionaries 
would have to le2zve Congo, what would hap- 
pen to the church there. I have thought about 
this very much and my answer is that the 
church will always remain in Congo, no 
matter what happens and it will remain be- 
cause we have Jesus as our Saviour and 
He lives in our hearts. We have the Holy 
Spirit in our lives and in our church and 
we have the Word of God which ‘we can 
read for ourselves and many, many more 
are learning to read it day by day. 

The Church of Christ in Congo is a fact 
and it will go on. 
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BIRTHDAYS OF OUR MISSIONARIES AND THEIR CHILDREN 


JANUARY 
1 Mrs. James Diller Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
1 Mrs. Vernon Sprunger Kandale Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
2 Nancy Graber Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
4 Mrs. John P. Barkman 148 Parkway, Dinuba, California 
5 Mrs. A. D. Graber Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
11 John Cornelius Martens 4215 South Rockwell, Chicago, Illinois 
13 Miss Hulda Banman Mother’s Hospital, 153 Lower Clapton Rd., London E. 5, Eng 
13 Leland Rocke c/o Glenn Rocke, Groveland, Illinois Me 
15 Evelyn Ann Jantzen Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
18 Delbert Dick i c/o Rev. Elmer J. Dick, Mountain Lake, Minnesota 
18 Rev. Levi Keidel Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge Africa. 
20 Mrs. Allan Wiebe Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa i 
23. Sandra fue Hertsche Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
26 Mrs. Samuel Ediger Rt. 1, Box 472, Dallas, Oregon 
27 Rev. Johr P. Barkman 148 Parkway, Diruba, California 
27 Collette Diller Mukedi via Kikwit Congo Belge, Africa 
27 Rev. Frank J. Enns Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
27 Mr. Arnold Regier 8 Ave. De l’Equinoxe, Wulowe St., Lambert, Bruxelles, Belg 
98 Mrs. John Zook Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa __ ; 
299 Mrs. Henry A. Toews Inman, Kansas 
30 Mrs. Lawrence Rempel Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
31 Leola Falk c/o Peter Falk, Morden, Manitoba, Canada 
FEBRUARY 
1 Mrs. John B. Jantzen Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
6 Rev. A. D. Graber Tshikapa Congo Belge, Africa 
7 Rev. Samuel Ediger Rt. 1. Box 472, Dallas, Oregon 
9 Mrs. Levi Keidel Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
9 Mrs. Waldo Harder Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
9 Ruth Eudene Keidel Banga via Charlesville. Congo Belge, Africa 
10 Mr. Paul Toews Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas 
10 Miss Kornelia Unrau Kandale, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
11 Dr. Elvina Martens 49215 South Rockwell, Chicago, Illinois 
12 Ruth Karen Jantzen Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
12 Rev. Georse B. Neufeld Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
-14 Miss Sue Schmidt 4810 South Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois 
16 Miss Lodema Short Nvanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
19 Faith Eidse c/o Ben Eidse, Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada 
20 Miss Tina Quiring Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
21 Stanley Graber Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
23. Doretta Ann Dick c/o Rev. Elmer J. Dick, Mountain Lake Minnesota 
MARCH 
2 Mrs. Ben Eidse Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada 
3 Rev. Waldo E. Harder Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
8 Miss Fanny 
Schmallenberger Tshikapa. Congo Belge, Africa 
14 Daniel John Zook Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
94 Mrs. Frank J. Enns Nvanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
94 Rev. Rudolph Martens 4215 South Rockwell, Chicago, Illinois 
26 Rev. Elmer J. Dick Mountain Lake, Minnescta 
26 Larry Janz Kandale, Gungu via Kikwit Congo Belge, Africa 
26 Rev. Allan Wiebe Tshikapa. Congo Belge, Africa 
27 Rev. Peter Falk Morden, Manitoba, Canada 
28 David Ediger c/o Sam Ediger, Rt. 1, Box 472, Dallas, Oregon 
30 Priscilla Keidel Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
30 Miss Anna Quiring Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
-31 Miss Bertha Miller Kamavala via Kahemba Congo Belge, Africa 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
September - October, 1957 
General 
Missionary Specific 
Support Gifts Totals 
BS a one ese nnn peers rere? $19,056.76 $2,836.66 $20,893.42 
CORT ORIOL aero re acted oe hae hele LS Saal Hea Se Lieeowe ~ 5,817.95 17,047.22 
TET YE a Br ae A peter A enpeeeawensesien's $29,286.03 $8,654.61 $37,940.64 


OCTOBER-DECEMBER, 1957 : 23 





PLEASE HELP US MEET THESE LITERATURE GOALS AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE 


lig Help finance Chilubavedition oP ENVOL 23 ee ae $3,000.00 


2. Improve C.I.M. Press at Charlesville 


New foundry.ty pen a ese ee 390.00 
New Foot powered stitcher 05 250.00 
Gasoline motor to:poWer Dress 2... a. ee ee bets 100.00 
New or used .automatic press — 7a a.1s: ee eee eee 2,000.00 





3. To help subsidize current tracts and booklets being produced .... 2,000.00 


DOtall ». nc. ss2e--ansbdssbecncie--stigs 04 la Me ence ee, Sa $7,500.00 


All Memorial gifts, unless otherwise designated, are used for the C.I.M. 
Literature fund. 


You, your family, your church group or Sunday School class, can have 
a part in this great new missionary development. Pastor Kazadi Matthew 
has spoken to nearly 150 C.I.M. constituent churches and groups. If each 
would respond with a love gift and many individual givers would join them, 
these goals would be quickly realized, 


Send your gift today to: 


LITERATURE FUND 
| Congo Inland Mission 

4610 South Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago 15, Illinois 


